Abdul Kareem Telgi
SUMMARY

The tentacles of the fake stamp and stamp paper scam, better known as the Telgi scam, has penetrated 12 states and is estimated at a whopping Rs 20,000 crore plus. Between 1992 and 2002, 12 cases were registered against Telgi relating to counterfeit stamps in Maharashtra alone and 15 cases in other parts of the country, but the lack of serious action suggests that the scamster had mastered the technique of corrupting the system. The Telgi scam is by no means a case of police corruption and political connivance helping an ingenious crook to set up a fast-growing dubious business. Telgi clearly had a lot of support from other departments and institutions of government that are responsible for the production and sale of high security stamps. But questions about their involvement are just beginning to be asked. Even more shocking is the fact that the Special Investigation Team’s enquiry report, better known as the Jaiswal report, had already asked these questions in November 2002, but no action has been initiated on the wider issues raised in the report. For instance, it has asked why such a sensational economic crime with national and interstate ramifications should not have been entrusted to a specialised agency such as the CID (crime), the CBI, or at least to a dedicated team of officers with personal integrity and excellent record. It was only due to the public interest litigation filed by social activist Anna Hazare that the SIT investigation is now on course and has trapped several high ranking police officials, some inconsequential politicians and is soon likely to ensnare a couple of big political names.

Meanwhile, many questions remain unasked and counterfeit stamps probably continue to be sold across the country, because the distribution network is untouched. The Jaiswal report has indicated clearcut connivance of officials of the India Security Press at Nasik in the transfer of appropriate technology, including transfer of stamp designs and from original negatives; that the Security Press was completely infiltrated by unscrupulous elements. Yet, no heads have rolled at the Press, nor hasany urgent action been initiated to overhaul its systems and procedures. Similarly, the failure of treasury department officials to notice the large-scale use of counterfeit stamps in Maharashtra has also to be investigated. What has been revealed so far is just the tip of the iceberg.

India Telgi scam amounts to just Rs 30000cr

TRUE FACTS

NEW DELHI: After nearly two years of probe into what was once touted as the 'mother-of-all-scams', money involved in the entire fake stamp paper case masterminded by Abdul Karim Telgi amounted to only Rs 172 crore and not to Rs 30,000 crore as speculated when the case first came to light.

Investigations carried out by a team of the CBI, Income Tax, Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, Enforcement Directorate and the Reserve Bank of India have revealed that the financial magnitude of the entire scam was only Rs 172 crore.

This was conveyed to the Union Home Ministry in a report submitted by the various agencies here this week giving an update on the status of the 48 cases which were registered in 2004 based on directions from the Supreme Court.

It was earlier speculated that the scam amounted to nearly Rs 30,000 crore.

The period calculated by the team was from 1993 and 2002 during which it found that the financial magnitude of the entire case rose sharply only after 1998 when Telgi began his own manufacturing unit, sources in the Home

ministry said.

During the investigations the team found that the alleged scamster had 36 properties across the country and 123 bank accounts in 18 cities including Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore, Chennai and Indore, the sources said.

Out of the 48 cases, 46 had either been sent for trial or were in the process of being chargesheeted, a rare feat for the CBI to finalise such a large number of cases within a period less than two years.

The financial implications also included payment of bribe by Telgi of Rs 12.38 crore to government officials, investment of Rs 2.98 crore in dance bars and Rs two crore in film-making.

Telgi, who had been convicted in one of the stamp paper scam case and was lodged in a Pune jail, had also made a donation of Rs 14 crore for social causes including purchase of ambulances, building small hospitals and contribution to celebration of festivals of all religions, the report said. Telgi also had a taste for expensive watches and diamond jewellery

INVESTIGATION BY CBI

CBI had constituted a seven-member team to analyse the financial magnitude and bank transactions of people involved in the scam, including Telgi.

During the investigations, the committee looked into aspects like account-wise tabulation and analysis of debits from the bank accounts, worked out the end use of funds which includes whether the funds have been used towards creation of assets or for laundering in other business areas.

The team also analysed credits into the bank accounts, with the view to link them with the supply of fake stamps and also the income tax returns filed by Telgi and his henchmen.

CONVICTION BY COURT

The first conviction in the multi-crore fake stamp paperscandal, a special court today sentenced alleged kingpinrigorous imprisonment and also fined them Rs 50,000Abdul Karim Telgi and his two associates to ten years’each for their role in selling counterfeit stamps of Rs 17lakh face value to a legal firm here in 1995.
This is the first conviction of Telgi, who is lodged in Pune’s Yerwada jail. This is also the first case in which trial was conducted through video conferencing by CBI.

In the fake stamp scandal of nearly Rs 30,000 crore, Telgi faces a string of 48 cases registered against him in various places in the country, including Maharashtra and Karnataka.

All the accused—Telgi and his associates Sanjay Gaikwad and Ram Ratan Soni—were awarded ten years RI and fined Rs 50,000 each on the charges of conspiracy (Section 120-B IPC). The court also sentenced Telgi to undergo ten years’ RI under Section 255 IPC (for counterfeiting government stamps) and asked him to pay Rs 50,000 fine.

Besides, Telgi was sentenced to five years’ RI and Rs 20,000 fine under Sections 258 IPC (selling counterfeit

stamps) and 259 IPC (possessing counterfeit stamps). Under Section 420 IPC (cheating) read with Section 511 IPC, he was awarded three years. All the sentences would run concurrently.

Telgi did not appear before the court but pleaded, through video conferencing, for leniency as he was suffering from HIV/AIDS and also because his wife was admitted to hospital.

FUTHER INVESTIGATION BY CBI

CASE 1:-CONNECTION OF TELGI WITH VEERAPPAN

ANGALORE, FEBRUARY 16: The highest-ranking police officer arrested in Karnataka in connection with the fake stamp paper racket, former Assistant Commissioner of Police T G Sangaram Singh, was granted bail by the Supreme Court.

Sangaram Singh had created a sensation in Bangalore in July 2004, when following his arrest he alleged that the S M Krishna-led Congress government in 2001 used Abdul Kareem Telgi’s money to pay a ransom to the late forest brigand Veerappan for the release of film star Rajkumar. Singh claimed to have helped transport Rs 20 crore to Veerappan.

The CBI arrested Singh on 8 July 2004 in connection with a 1997 fake stamp paper case registered in Bangalore. He was accused of accepting a bribe to set free Telgi’s brother Abdul Raheem Telgi despite initially detaining him along with four others while they were in possession of fake stamp papers. The CBI has charged Singh with facilitating the fake stamp paper racket and under the Prevention of Corruption Act.

After his arrest, Singh made a confessional statement to a court in Bangalore where he alleged that he was being made a scapegoat to protect senior police officers and ministers. Singh, a relative of former chief minister Dharam Singh, is the first of the five Karnataka police officers arrested in the fake stamp paper case to be granted bail.

CASE 2:- CONFESSION BY TELGI

MUMBAI, JAN 31 : The stage is set for Abdul Karim Telgi to make a confession in a 1995 seizure case with a special court today directing a magistrate in Pune to record his statement on February 4, in connection with the fake stamp paper scam.

Special judge U D Salvi here passed the order after Telgi told him through video conferencing that he wanted to confess in the case in which he was charged with attempting to sell fake stamp papers.

Other accused, including suspended police officer Ganpatyadav, said they had no objection to Telgi making a confession as the trial was yet to begin in the 1995 case registered by cid.

The judge asked Telgi whether he wished to confess and he said yes.

The judge asked the first class Judicial Magistrate in Puneto record the statement of Telgi who is lodged in Yerwadaprison and expeditiously sent the confession to the court.
CASE 3:-CONFESSION BY SHAHIDA TELGI

{WIFE OF ABDUL KARIM TELGI}

PUNE, NOVEMBER 15: Appearing in a wheelchair before the Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act court today, Shahida Telgi, the wife of the alleged ringleader of the multi-crore fake stamp racket Abdul Karim Telgi, has moved a bail application on grounds of illness.
Shahida is said to be HIV positive and suffering from other ailments. Deferring the order on the plea until tomorrow, special judge B.N. Sardespande however ordered the jail authorities to admit Shahida to Sassoon hospital. He also permitted Shahida’s daughter Sana and nephew Irfan to stay with her in hospital.

Judge Sardespande had issued process against Shahida on September 16 after she failed to appear before the court on two earlier occasions.

Making his submission to the court, defence lawyer Harshad Nimbalkar said Shahida was virtually on her death bed. Pointing out that four of the accused have already been granted bail, he demanded that Shahida too be released on bail. He also observed had there been enough evidence against her, she would have already been arrested.

Meanwhile, the MCOCA court extended the judicial custody of 60 accused, including Telgi, till December 13.

Former joint commissioner of police from Mumbai, Shridhar Vagal, one of the arrested, was produced before the court via video-conferencing from Arthur Road Jail in Mumbai.

Former Mumbai and Pune Police Commissioner R.S. Sharma and former deputy commissioner of Mumbai police crime branch Pradeep Sawant have been granted bail.

During video conferencing, Telgi complained that the jail authorities were not following the court’s orders. He said they did not allow his lawyer Milind Pawar to meet him on Saturday last. He said he was not allowed to meet his relatives, and when such permission was granted, the meeting lasted a couple of minutes.

Telgi said whenever he was giving instructions to his lawyer, the jail authorities surrounded them

CASE 4:-Monday, November 21, 2005 at 0110 hours IST

MUMBAI: The special cbi court here has framed charges in two cases against Abdul Karim Telgi, prime accused in multi-crore fake stamp-paper racket. Judge U D Salvi on Saturday framed the charges against Telgi and nine others, including two former cops, in the cases registered at Cuffe Parade and Colaba police stations. Both the cases involve selling of fake stamp papers.

BACKGROUND OF TELGI

Abdul Kareem Telgi is the second son of Ladsab Telgi and Sharifa Bi Ladsab Telgi. He was born in Miraj, Maharashtra on 16.08.1954.His elder brother Abdul Rahim Telgi he is an accused in City Market Police Station, Cr. No.109/97 Bangalore city and Younger one is Abdul Azeem Telgi accused in Bund Garden Police Station Cr.No.135/2002 of Pune city.
Ladsab Telgi was an employee of Indian Railways. He worked in different capacities and retired from service at Gadag. At the time of retirement all his children were very young. After the death of her husband Sharifa bishifted her family to Khanapur, Belgaum dist. in search of lively hood close to Khanapur Railway station. Sharifa Bi Ladsab Telgi was getting Rs.60/- per month as family pension.
Telgi is a small village in Bijapur Dist. of Karnataka. Abdul Kareem Telgi studied in Sarvodaya Vidyalaya English Medium School in Khanapur upto 10th standard and joined the Gogte College of Commerce, Belgaum. He completed his B.Com from that College in the year1984.His brother Abdul Rahim Telgi is a B.Sc Graduate and his younger brother Azeem is PUC drop out and at the time of his arrest he was Vice-President of Town Municipal Corporation, Khanapur.

After the completion of graduation Abdul Kareem Telgi went to Mumbai in search of a job and stayed with his friends for 6-7 months. He worked as a sales executive in a company M/s Filix India Ltd., dealing in office furniture at M.G. Road, in Mumbai, for a salary ofRs.3800/- P.M. After working there for sometime, he took up a job in Kishan Guest House as a Manager under one Mr.Yusuf Ismail Turk on Walton Road, Colaba for a salary of Rs.4500/- per month and worked there for abouttwo and a half year from 1984 to 1986.
He married one Shahida Begum resident of Shivajinagar, Bangalore and sister–in-law of Mr.YusufIsmail Turk on 19th April 1987.It was an arranged marriage.
Abdul Kareem Telgi went to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for employment and worked there for about one and a half year. There after he returned to India and set up his own manpower consultancy office and started sending people to Gulf Countries. During this period, he got in to trouble connected with a job racket and a case was registered against him in GB CB CID MumbaiCr.No.91/93 U/s 465, 467, 471, 420 IPC for cheating innocent people from whom several lakhs of rupees were collected falsely promising to send them abroad for employment.

Abdul Kareem Telgi was arrested in December 1993in the above said case and while he was in the custody of GB CB CID he met one Ram Ratan Soni a Share broker of Mumbai in the lock-up who had been arrested in adifferent case. It was here that Abdul Kareem Telgi is said to have learnt the idea of starting fake stamp business and thus started his empire of fake stamp racket across the country.
Abdul Kareem Telgi obtained a Stamp Vending licence at Mumbai during March 1994.He was for the first time arrested in June 1995 by MRA Marg Police station, Mumbai in Cr.No.355/95 case along with Ram Ratan Soni in fake stamp case. Details of the cases against Abdul Kareem Telgi and his associates are given in the link as Telgi cases.
Conclusion

TELGI stamp was one of the biggest scam in India. This type of scam which are caused every now and then destroys the roots of our country. So we need to give-up make different agencies to check the corruption and make the existing agencies active in such a way that they can stop this corruption. But our opinion if we use these resources in proper way we can surly become a developed nation in very short tenure of period

