Introduction to History 

One Mark Questions:

1. Name the word from which History is derived?

Greek word HISTORIA

2. Name the language to which HISTORIA belongs?

Greek

3. Who is the father of History?

Herodotus

4. Who called History as a Teacher?

The Roman Historian Cicero

5. Who defined History as the Biography of Great men?

Thomas Carlyle

6. Who defined History as Class War?

Karl Marx

7. Who is the author ogf Discovery of India?

Jawaharlal Nehru

8. What is the meaning of HISTORIA or History?

Enquiry or Research

9. Name the book written by Herodotus?

History

10. Who defined History as a Struggle between good and evil?

St. Augustine

11. Who is the author of The city of god?

St. Augustine

Two Marks Questions:

1. Who is the father of History and to which country he belong?

Herodotus. He belongs to Greece

2. Name any two Greek Historians?

Herodotus, Thercydides and Dimysis

3. Name the books written by Karl Marx?

Das Capital and Communist Manifesto

4. Give E.H. Carr’s definition of History?

According to E.H. Carr’s “History” is a continuous dialogue between the past and the present”. It means History is a sink between the past and the present.

5. Who wrote “A Study of history and what does he define history as?

Arnold Toynbee. He defined History as the story of civilizations

6. Mention the importance of the study of History?

a. History is a source of insgiration

b. History helps us to understand present better

c. History teaches us lessons

d. History helps us in understanding language and literature better.

7. What is pre-history?

It is the study of that period where we don’t have written records. Hence we depend upon pre-historic remains like, stone tools and implements, cave paintings, skeletal remains, etc.

8. What is proto-history?

It is the study of that period where we have written records, but are un-deciphered is not understood by man. The only example of its kind is the script of Indus Valley Civilization.

9. Name any two Indian Historians?

Jawaharlal Nehru, R.G. Bhandarkar, Jadvnath Sarkar and Bipan Chandra

10. Give Jawaharlal Nehru’s definition of History?

“Man’s growth from barbarism to civilization is supposed to be the theme of history”, said Nehru.

Indus Valley Civilization
One Mark Questions:
1. Name the civilization that flourished in the Indian sub-continent?

A: Indus Valley Civilization or Harappan Civilization.

2. Who discovered Harappa?

A: Rai Bahadur waigaram sabham

3. Which is the first Indus Valley site discovered?

A: Harappa

4. When was the Indus Valley Civilization discovered?

A: In 1921-22

5. Name the chief of Archaeological Survey of India who led the experts in discovering the Indus Valley Civilization?

A: Sir John Marshall

6. Name the Harappan site located on the banks of river Indus?

A: Mohenjodaro

7. Who discovered Mohenjodaro?

A: R. D. Banerjee

8. Where do you find the Great bath?

A: In Mohenjodaro

9. Name the most important port of Indus Valley period?

A: Lothal

10. What is the Indus script called as?

A: Pictographic

11. What does Mohenjodaro mean?

A: Mound of the Dead

12. Name the Indus Valley site that was rebuilt seven times?

A: Mohenjodaro

13. Give the exact date of Indus valley civilization?

2300 to 1750 BC

14. Where do you find the bronze figure of a “dancing girl” of the Indus Civilization?

A: At Harappa

15. Where do you find the great granary of the Indus Civilization?

A: At Harappa

16. Where do you find furrow marks of plungh of the Indus Civilization?

A: Kalibangan

Two Marks Question:
1. Who discovered Harappa and when?

A: Rai Bahadur Wayaram Sahyam. In 1921

2. Name some important Indus Valley Sites?

A: Harappa, Mohenjodaro, Kalibangan and Lothal

3. Name the important Indus sites located in Pakistan?

A: Harappa, Mohenjodaro, Chanhudaro and Balakat.

4. Name the important Indus sites located in India?

A: Kalibangan, Lothal, Banawali, Daimabad, Surkotada, Rangpur, etc.

5. Where do you find the dockyard of Indus Civilization and name the state where it is located?

A: Lothal. In Gujarat

6. Name the tributaries of river Indus, where the Civilization flourished?

A: Ravi, Jhelum, Sutlej, Beas, Chenab and Saraswathi.

7. Name the crops produced by Indus Civilization?

A: Wheat, barely, peas, mustard, rice and cotton.

8. Name the sources of study of Indus Civilization?

A: Sites, seeds, Terracotte and Skeletons of the people of the period.

9. What is a Seal?

A: It is an art of Indus period, made out of steatite or terracotta. It is square or rectangular in shape on which we find figures of humans, animals, birds or plants. They were used as objects of worship. For Ex: The seal Pashupati Mahadeva seals were also used for the purpose of trade and commerce. More than 2000 seals have been found.

10. Name the sources for studying the religions life in Indus period?

A: Seals and Terracotte figures.

11. Write a note on Indus Script?

A: Indus script is pictographic. Each symbol stood for some sound, idea or object. Altogether some 450 pictographs have been found, on seals and pottery. The Indus script is the only script in the world undesiphered.

12. Write a note on Indus pottery?

A: Indus pottery is called as painted red ware with black designs, on the pottery we find drawings of plants, trees, birds, etc.

13. Name the causes of decline of Indus Civilization?

A: a. Natural calamities like floods, drought and epidemics.

     b. Invention of Aryans

14.  Name the monuments of Indus Civilization?

The Great Bath remains of a palace in Mohenjodaro and the Dockyard in Lothal.
Vedic Culture

Rig Vedic Age and Later Vedic Age

One Mark Questions:

1. Name the word from which Veda is derived?

A: The Sanskrit word Vid

2. Name the word from which Upanishad is derived?

A: The Sanskrit word Upnish.

3. What are the forest texts called as?

A: Aranyakas

4. What is Rajasuya?

A: Coronation Ceremony

5. Who wrote Asthtadyayi?

A: Panini

6. Name the Popular assemblies of Rig Vedic age?

A: Sabha and Samiti

7. Where was the battle of ten kings fought?

A: On the banks of river Ravi

8. Name the most powerful Rig Vedic tube?

A: Bharatas

9. What is the Rig Vedic king called as?

A: Rajan

10. Which is the original homeland of the Aryans?

A: Steppes of South Central Asia.

11. Name the tribals who invaded India in the beginning of 2000 B.C.?

A: Aryans.

12. Which is the homeland of the Aryans in India?

A: Sapta Sindavah

13. Name the oldest Veda?

A: Rig Veda

14. Name the caste of warriors of Vedic age?

A: Kshatriyas.

15. What is the Vedic pottery called as?

A: Painted Grey Ware

16. Name the water god of Rig Vedic age?

A: Varuna

17. What is the total number of Upanishads?

A: 108

18. Which Veda is called as the book of music?

A: Sama Veda

19. Which Veda mentions about the origin of the caste system?

A: The Rig Veda

20. What is the voluntary offering collected by Rig Vedic king called as?

A: Bali.

Two Marks Questions:

1. Name the powerful Rig Vedic tribes?

A: Bharatas and Purus

2. Name some tribes of Rig Vedic Age?

A: Bharatas, Tritsus, Turvasas, Yadus and Anus.

3. What is Sapta Sindavah?

A: Sapta Sindavah means the land of seven rivers i,e,. Indus, Ravi, Jhelum, Sultej, Chenab, Beas and Saraswathi. It was the homeland of the Aryans in India.

4. Name the Vedas?

A: Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur Veda and Atharva Veda.

5. Name some Upanishads?

A: Brihadaranayaka, Chandogya, Taittiriya, Aitareya and Kaushitaki Upanishads.

6. Write a note on Upanishads?

A: The Upanishads are Vedic texts, numbering 108. They condemn sacrifies and lay stress on meditation and penance. The main doctrine of the Upanishads is the universe is Brahman (god) and Brahman is Atman (soul). The major Upanishads are Brihadaranayaka, Chandogya, etc.

7. Which Veda contains the Purusha Sukta hymn and what is it?

A: Rig Veda. The Purusha sukta hymn throws light on the origin of the caste system. Accordingly from the head of a primeval being emerged the Brahmins, from his hands the Kshatriyas, from his thighs the Vaishyas and from his feet the Sudras.

8. What are Brahmanas?

A: Brahamanas are later vedic texts. They explain the meaning of scarifies and the performance of sacrifies. For ex: the kaushitaki and Satapatha Brahmanas.

9. Write a note on Rig Veda?

A: The Rig Veda is a book of hymns. It contains 1026 hymns, written in honor of gods, goddesses, etc. The hymns throw light on political, social, economic and religious life of Rig Vedic Aryans

10. Mention the functionaries who assisted the Rajan in the Rig Vedic age?

A: Senani, Gramani and Purohit.

11. Name the three important gods of Rig Vedic age?

A; Indra, Agni and Varuna

12. What do the gods Soma and Maruts stand for?

A: Soma – the god of Plants

 Maruts – the storm God

13. Which Rig Vedic god is called as Purandara and what does it mean?

A: Lord Indra. It means breaker of forts, because he broke the houses of Indus civilization.

14. Name the goddess of Rig vedic age?

A: Ushas, Ashwins and Aditi

15. What do goddesses Ushas and Ashwins stand for?

A: Ushas – Goddess of dawn

Ashwins – aeans or goddness of dark

16. Name some kingdoms of later vedic age?

A: Kuru – Panchala, Kousambi, Videha, Kosala, etc.

17. Name some well-known Later Vedic kings?

A: Parikshit, Janamejaya, Janaka, etc.

18. Name the different stages of Varna Ashrama dharma?

A: 1. Brahmacharya


     2. Grihastha


     3. Vanaprastha and


     4. Sanyasa

19. Name the four castes of vedic period?

A: 1. Brahmins

     2. Kshatriyas

     3. Vaishyas and 

     4. Sudras

20. Name the administrative officials of Later Vedic age?

A:  a. Samghitri 
- Treasurer

      b. Bhagaduga 
– Tax Collector

      c. Suta 

– Charioteer

      d. Senani 

– who raised a militia

21. Name the coins used for circulation in Later Vedic Age?

A; Nishka, Krishnala and Satamana

22. Name the three important gods of Later Vedic Age?

A: a. Prajapati (Brahma)

     b. Vishnu

     c. Shiva

23. What do the gods Agni and Vayu stand for?

A: Agni – Fire

     Vayu – Wind

24. Mention any two Social Changes that took place in Later Vedic Age?

A: 1. The caste system came into existence.

2. Women lost their privileges, as they did not attend the Sabha and Samiti and did not take    part in sacrifices

3. Sacrifices become complex, elaborate and expensive

25. Name some learned women of Vedic period

A: Vishwawara

 
    Apala


   Maitreyi and Gargi

Rise of New Religions (6th Century B.C.)

Jainism and Buddhism

One Mark Questions:

1. Where was Gauthama Buddha born?

A: At Lumbini gardens in Kapilavastu.

2. What is Siddartha popularly called as?

A: Gautama Buddha

3. Who is called as Sakyamuni and Sakyasimha?

A: Gautama Buddha

4. Name the kingdom ruled by Siddartha?

A: Kapilavastu.

5. Where did Siddartha attain enlightenment?

A: Under the Bodhi tree in Gaya

6. Where did Buddha first preach?

In the Deer Park in Sarnath

7. What does Buddha mean?

A: The enlightened one ( one who attained Nirvana)

8. Who is called as Tathagatha?

A: Buddha

9. Name the language in which Buddha preached?

A: Pali

10. Name the famous Mauryan king who converted to Buddhism?

A: Ashoka

11. Where was the third Buddhist Council held?

A: Pataliputra

12. Who is a Tirthankara?

A: Jain teacher

13. Who is the first Jain Tirthankara?

A: Rishaba

14. Who is the last Jain Tirthankara?

A: Vardhamana Mahaveera

15. Where was Mahaveera born?

A: At Kundagrama near Vaisali in Bihar

16. Name the Language in which Mahaveera preached?

A: Ardha-magadi

17. Name the Mauryan king who migrated to Sravanabelagola?

A: Chandragupta Maurya

18. What is the original Jain text called as?

A: 14 Purvas

19. Name the centre of Jainism in Karnataka

A: Sravanabelagola

20. Name the Mauryan king who converted to Jainism?

A: Chandragupta Maurya

Two Marks:

Mention any two causes for the rise of Jainism and Buddhism?

A: a. Sacrifices, rituals and ceremonies of Vedic religion

     b. Caste system

Name the parents of Buddha?

A: Father Suddodhana and Mother Maya Devi

Name the four signs seen by Buddha for the first time

A: a. Old man

     b. A Sick Person

     c. A Dead Body


     d. An Ascetic

Where did Buddha first preach and what is that event called as?

A: At deer park in Sarnath. The event is called as Dharma Chakra Pravartana Sutta.

Name some disciples of Buddha.

A: Sariputta, Mogallana, Upali and Ananda

Who preached Ashtangikamarga? ( The eight fold path) Name them?

A: Buddha preached Ashtangikamarga. They are:

1. Right Belief

2. Right Thought

3. Right Speech

4. Right Action

5. Right Livelihood

6. Right Effort

7. Right Attention and

8. Right Meditation

Name the four Noble truths preached by Buddha.

A: a. There is Sorrow

     b. Cause of Sorrow

     c. Removal of Sorrow

     d. The way leading to the removal of sorrow.

Name the sacred texts of Buddhism and their language.

A: Tripitakas – they are – Vinaya pitaka, Sutta pitaka and Abidhamma pitaka. They are written in Pali language.

What do the Vinaya and Sutta pitaka contain?

A: Vinaya pitaka contains the rules and regulations to be followed in the Sangha. Sutta pitaka contains the sermons of Buddha.

At which Council did Buddhism first split into two? Name the split sects?

A: At the 2nd Buddhist council held in Vaishali. The split sects are, Theravadins and Mahasangikas.

Who convened the 3rd Buddhist council? Name the Buddhist text written at the council

A: Emperor Ashoka. The Buddhist text written is Abidhamma pitaka.

Who convened the 4th Buddhist council and where?

A: King Kanishka. In Kashmir

Name two broad branches of Buddhism.

A: Hinayana and Mahayana

What is the difference between Hinayana and Mahayana?

A: Hinayana Buddhists are the original followers of Buddha. They do not believe Buddha as a God. They worship the symbols of Buddhism, like Bodhi tree, Stupa, chariot, etc. 

Mahayana Buddhists believe Buddha as a God and they worship the images of Buddha.

Name the kings who patronized Buddhism?

A: Ashoka, Kanishka and Harshavardhana.

What is the total number of Jain Tirthankaras and who is the 23rd Tirthankara?

A:24. The 23rd Tirthankara is Parshwanath.

Name the parents of Mahaveera.

A: Father Siddhartha and Mother Trisaladevi

Name the Ratnatraya of Jainism?

A: RightFaith, Right Knowledge and Right Action.

Name the Virtues of Jainism.

A: Satya – Truth

     Ahimsa – Non-violence

     Aparigraha – Non-possession

    Asteya – Non – stealing and

    Brahmacharya – Celibacy

Name the two sects of Jainism

A: Digambaras, are those who practice nudity preached by Mahaveera.

Swetambaras, are those who wear white clothes

At which council did Jainism first split into two? Name the split sects.

A: At the first Jain council at Pataliputra in 300 B.C. The split sects are – Diagambara and Swetambaras.

Which is the sacred text of Jains? Name the famous Rashtrakuta king who encouraged Jainism

A:12 Angas is the sacred text. The Rashtrakuta king is Amoghavarsha.

Who is called as Jina and where did he attain Nirvana?

A: Vardhamana Mahaveera . He attained nirvana under the Sal tree, in the town of Jrimbikagrama

Name some kings who encouraged Jainism

A: Chandragupta Maurya, Kharavela of Kalinga, Amoghavarsha of the Rashtrakutas and Rachamalla IV of the Gangas.

The Age of Mauryans (326-184 B.C.)

One Marks Questions:

1. Who is the founder of Maurya empire?

A: Chandragupta Maurya

2. Who is the political guru of Chandragupta Maurya?

A: Kautilya or Chankya

3. Name the last king of Nandas defeated by Chandragupta Maurya?

A:Dhana Nanda

4. Name the Greek military general defeated by Chandragupta Maurya.

A: Seleucous Nikitor

5. Name the Greek ambassador in the court of Chandragupta Maurya.

A: Megasthanese

6. Which is the Capital of Mauryan empire.

A: Pataliputra

7. Which is the religion followed by Chandragupta Maurya?

A: Jainism

8. Who is the author of Mudrakshasa?

A: Vishakadatta

9. Who is the greatest Mauryan emperor?

A: Emperor Ashoka

10. Who is called as Devanampriya Priyadarshi Raja?

A: Emperor Ashoka

11. When was Ashoka coronated?

A:In 269 B.C.

12. Which is the greatest war fought by Ashoka?

A: Kalinga war

13. When did Ashoka fight the Kalinga War?

A: In 261 B.C.

14. Which is the religion followed by Ashoka?

A: Buddhism

15. Name the Chinese pilgrim of 5th century A.D, who describes the Mauryan palace.

A: Fa-hien

16. Name the Ashokan pillar from which the National emblem of India is adopted

A; Sarnath pillar

17. Who is Chandragupta Maurya’s Jain teacher?

A: Bhadrabahu

18. Which is the official language of the Mauryan empire

A: Prakrit

19. Name the southern headquarters of the Mauryan empire

A: Suvaranagiri

20. What does Devanampriya mean?

A: Beloved of the gods

Two Marks:

1. Name the indigenous sources for studying the history of Mauryan empire.

A: a. The Mudrakshasa of Vishakadatta

     b. Arthashastra of Kautilya

     c. Indica of Megasthanes

2. Name the foreign writers who throw light on the Mauryan empire.

A: Pliny, Plutarch, Justin and Strabo.

3. Name Companions of Alexander who have left accounts of the Mauryan empire.

A: Nearchus, Aristobulus and Onesecritus.

4. Who is the Greek ambassador in the court of Chandragupta Maurya and which is his book.

A: Megasthanes. His book is Indica.

5. Name the Chronicles of Srilanka which throw light on the Mauryan empire.

A: Dipavamsa and Mahavamsa.

6. Who is the author of Arthashastra and in which language is it written?

A: Kautilya. It is written in Sanskrit.

7. Name the architectural sources for the study of Mauryan empire.

A: Inscriptions of Ashoka, Stupas, Chaityas and Viharas and Coins of the Mauryan period.

8. Name the provinces surrendered by Seleucos Nikitor to Chandragupta Maurya.

A: Heart, Kandahar, Baluchistan and Kabul.

9. Name the Mauryan emperor who performed Sallekanavrata. Where?

A: Chandragupta Maurya. At Shravanabelagola.

10. Which is the only inscription that mentions the name of Ashoka and as what?

A: Maski inscription.

     Devanam priya Ashoka

11. Name some Ashokan inscriptions found in Karnataka.

A: Maski, Gavimath and Palakigondu in Raichur district.

     Brahmagiri, Siddapur and Jatinga Rameshwara – in chitradurga district.

12. Name the places where Ashokan inscriptions are found in Pakistan.

A: Shahbazgarhi and Mansehra.

13. Name the language and script of Ashokan inscriptions found in India.

A: Language is prakrit and script is Brahmi.

14. Where do we find pillar inscriptions of Ashoka.

A: At Sarnath, Sanchi, Kousambi and Allahabad

15. Who are the Dhama Mahamatras? Who appointed them.

A:Officers incharge of imparting religious, practices, morals, values, etc. They were appointed by Ashoka.

16. Mention the countries to which Ashoka sent Buddhist missionaries.

A: Greece, West Asia, Far-east, South India and Sri Lanka

17. Name the Buddhist missionaries sent by Ashoka to Sri Lanka.

A: His son Mahendra and daughter Sangamitra.

18. Who built the largest stupa? Name it.

A:Ashoka. Sanchi Stupa in Madhya Pradesh.

19. Who succeeded Ashoka and who is the last king of the Mauryan empire?

A: Dasharatha succeeded Ashoka. The last king is Brihadratha.

20. Name the caves excavated by Ashoka.

A: Lomas Rishi and Sudama caves in Barbara Hills.

The Age of Guptas

One Marks Questions:

1. Who is the founder of Gupta dynasty?

Sri Gupta

2. Who is the greatest emperor of the Guptas?

Samudra Gupta

3. Who is called as Nepoleon of India?

Samudra Gupta

4. Which king of guptas is called as Kauiraja?

Samudra Gupta

5. Name the king of guptas who took the title of Vikramaditya II?

Chandra Gupta

6. Which inscription throws light o n the achievements of Samudra Gupta?

Allahabad Pillar inscription

7. Who wrote Fo-kro-ki?

Fa-Lien

8. Which is the capital of Guptas?

Pataliputra

9. Who wrote the Kiratarjeneya?

Bharavi

10. Who patronized Kalidasa?

Chandra Gupta II Vikramaditya

11. Who is called as Shakespeare of India?

Kalidasa

12. Who wrote Amarakosa?

Amarasimha

13. Where do you find the Dasavatara temple of the Guptas?

At Deofarh

14. Name the famous mathematician and scientist of the Gupta period?

Aryabhatta

15. Who is the first king of Guptas to issue gold coins?

Samudra Gupta

16. Name the king of Ceylon who constructed a Buddhist  mmastery in India during the rule of Samudra Gupta?

Meghavarma

17. Name the Chinese traveler who visited the Gupta kingdom in the 5th century A.D.?

Fa-Lien

18. Name the Hindu sect to which the Guptas belong?

Vaishnavisim

19. Which is the royal emblem of the Guptas?

Varaha

20. Who wrote Brihaf samhita?

Varahamihra.

Two Marks Question:

1. Who introduced the Gupta Era? When?

Chandragupta I . In 319-320 A.D.

2. Name the literacy serves for the study of the Guptas?

Merdrakrhasa of Vishakadatte

Neetisara of Kamandaka

The puranas and the Fu-Kuo-Ki of Fa-Lien

3. Which is the second capital of the Guptas and who made it so?

Arjjain. Chandragupta II Vikramaditya

4. Name the archaeological sources for the study of the guptas?

Allahabad pillar inscription

Mehravli Iron – pillar inscription

Coins and temples at Bhumana, Deogauh

Stupas Nalamda, and so on.

5. Who composed the Allahabad prasharti and in which language?

Horisrena. In Sanskrit.

6. Who is Hoirsena?

Hoirsena is the court-poet of emperor Samudra Gupta. He composed the Allahabad prashasti, i.e., Allahabad pillar inscription in Sanskrit.

7. What is the importance of Allahabad Pillar inscription?

The Allahabad pillar inscription is composed be the court poet of Samudra Gupta Harilena in Sanskrit language. It describes the military achievements of emperor Samudra gupta.

8. What is the gold coins of guptas called as and which Gupta King issued Ashmamedha type of coins?

Dinars. Samudra Gupta issued Ashwamedha type of coins

9. Where do you find the mehravli iron-pillar inscription and to which king does it belong?

In Delhi. It belongs to King Chandragupta II Vikramaditya.

10. Which book describes the municipal administration of pataliputra and who is its author?

Indica. Its authors is Megarthanes.

11. Name the king of guptas who patronized the Navaratnas – i.e,  ‘nine gems’ and what is his tittle?

Chandra Gupta II. His title is Vikramaditya

12.  Name the famous ports of the guptas?

Tornralipti, Broach and Cambay

13. Name the epics of India and their authors.

Ramayana written by Valmiki

Mahabharata written by Vedavyas

14. Name the books written by Aryabhatta?

Surya Siddharta, Aryabhattiyam and Dasagitika

15. Mention any two discovered of Aryabhatta?

a. Discovered the causes of Solar and Lunar eclipces

b. Discovered the value of pi 

c. Discovered the use of zero (0)

16. Mention the scientists of the Gupta period?

Varahamihra and Brahmagupta

17. Name the scientists of the Guptas who anticipated Sir Issac Newton and name his book.

Brahmagupta. He wrote Brahmaputa Siddharta.

18. Name the books written by Vishakadatta?

a. Mudrakshasa b. Kaumudi Mahotsava c. devi chandraguptam

19. Name the books written by Dandin?

Kauyadansa and Dasakumara Charita

20. Name the book written by Sudraha and in which language?

Mrichchakatika. In Sanskrit

21. Name the dramas written by Kalidasa?

Abhijinavana Shakuntalam, Malavikasnimetra and Vikramorvasia

22. Where do you find cave paintings of the Guptas?

At Ajanta caves, Bagh caves and Sittanvasal in Tamil Nadu.

23. Name the architectural centres of the Guptas?

Deogonh, Mathura, Bhumara and Sanchi

24. Name the temples of the Guptas and their places?

Vishnu temple of Tigawa

Shiva temple of Bhumara

Dashavatara temple of Deogarh

The Sultanate of Delhi (1206-1526A.D)
         One Mark Question

1. Who is the First Muslim invader of India?
            Mohammed –Bin – Qasim

2. Name the muslim who invaded India 17 times?

            Mohammed of Ghazni

3. Who is the founder of Delhi Sultanate?

            Qutub –ud-din –Aibak

4. Name the capital of Delhi Sultanate?

                         Delhi

5 Who founded the khilji dynasty? 

             Jalaluddin  Firoz  Khilji 

6 Who is the greatest sultan of Khilji dynasty? 

              Allauddin  Khilji

7 Who called himself as second Alexander?

               Allauddin  Khilji

8 Name the military general of Allauddin Khilji who invaded south India?  

               Mallikafur

9 Who introduce the coinage (or Currency)of the Sultanate?

                           Iltutmish

10  Who introduced the Iqta System ? 

                          Iltutmish

11 Who succeeded Iltutmish ? 

                         Raziya Sultan

12 During whose rule did Delhi became Second Baghdad? 

              Iltutmish

13 Name the only Muslim Woman ruler of India? 

              Razia Sultan

14 Name the Delhi Sultan who introduced the Divine Right Theory of Kingship? 

                           Balban

15 Name the Sultan who introduced Prohibition of consuming Alcohol? 

                Allauddin Khilji

16 Name the Sultan who introduced Market Regulations? 

               Allauddin Khilji

17 Who is the author of Khazain –ul – Futuh? 

              Amir Khusrau

18 Who is the greatest Sultan of Tughluq dynasty? 

              Mohammed –Bin – Tughluq

19 Who made Daulatabad as the capital of the Sultanate? 

             Mohammed – Bin – Tughluq

20 Name the Sultan who sent his military general to plunder South India? 

             Allauddin Khilji

21 Who Constructed Hazar Situn “A Palace of Hundred Pillars”? 

             Allauddin Khilji

22 Name the Sultan who had a vision of extending the Sultanate from Egypt in the west to China in the east? 

            Mohammed – Bin – Tughluq

23 Who abolished the granting of Iqtas? 

             Allauddin Khilji

24 During the rule of which Sultan was India invaded by Timur Lang? 

              Nasiruddin Mohammed Shah

25 Who is the founder of Sayed Dynasty?

               Khizr Khan

26 Who is the founder of Lodi Dynasty? 

              Bahalul Lodi

27 Who wrote Rajatananagini ?

               Kalhana

28 Who Built the Firoz Shah Kotla?  

               Firoz Shah Tughluq

29 Who is the Last Sultan of Delhi? 

                          Ibrahim Adil Shah

30 Name the last dynasty of the Sultanate? 

              Lodi Dynasty

           Two Marks Questions :

1. Name in Chronological Order the dynasties of the sultanate?

a. Slave dynasty

b. Khilji dynasty

c. Tughluq dynasty

d. Sayyed dynasty and

e. Lodi dynasty

2. Who introduced the Turkan – I –Chahalgani andwhat is it?

             Sultan Iltutmish. It stands for the group of forty Turkish Nobles, who functioned as king makers

3. What is the Coinage of the Sultanate called as? 

                         Copper Dam and Silver Tanka

            4.   Who build the Qutb Minar and where is it found?

                          Qutub – ud- Aibak , It is found in Delhi

            5.   What is a Iqta ?

              Iqta means a tract of land granted by the sultan to soldiers, military officials, nobles etc,

                   in lieu of salaries (instead of salaries) for the services rendeled to the sultanate. This system was 

                   introduced by Iltutmish  

6.   Name the South Indian kingdom invaded by Mallikafur

                The kingdom of Devagiri, Kakatiyas of Warangal, the Hoysalas of Dwarasamudra andthe Pandyas of Madurai.

7.   Who  introduced the ministry of Diwan –i- Riyasat and what is it?

                 Allauddin Khilji introduced. The ministry was responsible for enforcing market regulations.

8. Mention the reforms of Allauddin Khilji

                           Administrative Reforms

                           Military Reforms

                           Market Regulations and

                           Land Revenue Reforms

9. Name the poet who saw the renins of Seven Sultans and mention his works?

            Amir Khusro, His works are 

            Tarikh – I- Alai

            Tughluq Nama and 

            Khazain – ul - Futuh 

10. Mention the reforms of Mohammed – Bin – Tughluq?

              Transfer of Capital

              Token Currency

               Taxation in Doab and

              Khorasan and Qarachil expedition

11. Name the well known Historian who accompanied Mohammed of Ghazni and name his work?

              Alberuni. He wrote Tahik –I – Hind

12. Mention some of  the writers and their literary works of the Sultanate 

              Barani the author of Tarikh –I – Firoz Shahi

              Siraj –I – Afif the author of Tabaqat – I – Naziri

              Amir Khusrau the author of Tarikh – I – Alai

13. What do the terms Diwan –I – Wizarat and Diwan –I – Arz  stands for?

                         Diwan – I – Wizarat – Prime Minister

                Diwan – I – Arz – Defence Minister

14. Mention the monuments of the Sultanate

               Qutb Minar 

               Jamaat Khana Masjid

               Alai Darwaza and 

               Hauz – I – Khas

15. What is Jaziya?

        Jaziya is a religious tax Collected by the Delhi Sultanate from non – Muslims . It was mostly paid by the Hindus

THE MUGHALS(1526-1707 A.D)

1. Who founded the Mughal Empire?

          Babur

2. When was the first battle of Panipat fought?

          In 1526 A.D

3. What is Babur’s autobiography called as?

          Tuzuk – I – Baburi

4. Who is responsible for Humayun’s flight to Persia?

           Shershah

5. Where was Akbar born?

                          At Amarkot

6. Name the Jagir of Shershah?

            Sassaram

7. When was the second battle of Panipat fought?

            In 1556

8. Name the Mughal Emperor who lost his throne and regained his throne after a gap of fifteen years?

            Humayun

9. Who is the founder of Suri dynasty?

                            Shershah

10. Which mughal emperor abolished the Jaziya and piligrim tax?

             Akbar

11. Who is Akbar’s revenue minister?

              Raja Todarmal

12. Name the religion founded by Akbar

                              Din – I – Ilahi

13. Which Mughal Emperor took the title of Alamgir?

               Aurangazeb

14. Who build the city of Fatehpur Sikhri

                Akbar

15. Name the capital city of the Mughals 

                Agra

16. Which Mughal Emperor made Fatehpur Sikri as his capital?

                 Akbar

17. Name the women who ruled the Mughal Empire on behalf of Jahangir?

                 Nurjahan

18. Who built the Red Fort?

                Shah Jahan

19. Name the Military and Civil system introduced by Akbar?

               The Mansabdari System

20. Name the Mughal emperor who reimposed Jaziya and piligrim tax?

               Aurangazeb

21. Who is the greatest Mughal emperor?

              Akbar

22. Which Mughal emperor resided in the Deccan from 1681 to 1707, till his death?

              Aurangazeb

23. Who is a Mir Bakshi?

               Pay master general of the Mughal army

24. What is Jahangir’s autobiography called as?

               Tuzuk – I – Jahangiri

25. Name the regent of Akbar till 1560?

              Bairam Khan

26. Who constructed the Buland Darwaza?

             Akbar

27. Who introduced the coinage of the Mughal empire?

             Shershah

28. Name Akbar’s Court Poet?

               Abdul Faizi

29. Which monument is called as “A Poem in Marble”?

            Taj Mahal

30. Who is the last Mughal emperor?

           Bahadur Shah Zafar

31. Which Mughal emperor is the greatest patron of Painting?

          Jahangir

32. What is the Mughal emperor called as?

          Badshah

TWO MARKS :

1. Who fought the first battle of Panipat and what is the result?

              The First battle of Panipat was fought between Babur and Ibrahim Lodi, the sultan of Delhi

       In this battle Babur defeated Ibrahim Lodi and founded the Mughal rule in India.

2. Mention the battles in which Babur defeated the Rajputs in India?

               In the battle of Kanwa , Babur defeated Rana Sangram Singh of Mewar.

      In the battle of Chanderi Babur defeated Medini Rai of Malwa

3. Name the battles in which Humayun was defeated by Shershah?

                               Battles of Chausa and Kanauj.

4. Write a note on Second battle of Panipat?

               The second battles of Panipat was fought between Akbar and Hemu in 1555, in which Akbar defeated Hemu. This battle consolidated the Mughals rule in India.

5. Mention some territories captured by Akbar

               Ajmer , Gwalior , Jaunpur , Gujrat etc..

6. Who constructed the Buland Darwaza ? Why?

             Akbar constructed the Buland Darwaza to Commemorate his conquest of Gujarat and Deccan

7. Write a note on Mansabdar System?

              The Mansabdar system is the military and civil administrative system introduced by Akbar.

         A Mansabdar was the holder of a rank. The ranks ranged from 10 to 12,000, A Mansabdar 

         had to maintain the number of horses and soldiers required of his hands

8. Mention some Mansabdars of Akbar?

                Raja Todarmal, Birbal and Man Singh
9. Who fought the battle of Haldighat and when?

             The battle of Haldighat was fought between Akbar and Ranapratap Singh of Mewar 

       It was fought in 1576.

10. Who is Akbar’s Land revenue minister and what is the land revenue policy introduced by him

        called so?

             Raja Todarmal, His land revenue policy is called as Dahsala or Ten years land revenue policy

11. Who established the Ibadat Khana and where ?

             Akbar. At Fatehpur Sikri.

12. What is Akbar’s biography called as and who is it author?

            Akbar Nama or Ain – I – Akbari

             It is written by Abul Fazal.

13. Name the kingdoms in the Deccan, conquered by Aurangzeb?

            Adil Shah of Bijapur and Qutub Shahis of Golconda.

14. Who constructed the Taj Mahal and where is it found?

            Shahjahan. At Agra.

15. Name the greatest musician of the Mughal empire , who patronized him?

             Mian Tansen. He was patronized by Akbar.

16. Name some well – known painters of the Mughal period ?

             Abdus Samad , Farrukha Beg, Manohar  and Basawan

17. Name some monuments built by Akbar

             Buland Darwaza , Panch Mahal , Jami Masjid and Birbal House.

18. Name the Sikh Gurus, who were put to death by Aurangzeb 

              Guru Tej Bahadur and Guru Gobind Singh.

THE MARATHAS : SHIVAJI
1. Where was Shivaji born?

               At the fort of Shivaner

2. Name the Jagir of Shivaji?

               Poona

3. When was the treaty of Purandar signed?

               1665

4. What is Ashtapradhan?

               Council of eight ministers of Shivaji

5. Who is Shivaji’s teacher?

            Dadaji Kondadev

6. Name the military general of Bijapur killed by Shivaji

            Afzal Khan

7. Name the Mughal emperor who fought against Shivaji?

                           Aurangzeb 

8. When was Shivaji coronated?

             In 1674.

9. What was the commander – in -  chief of Shivaji called as?

            Sar - i - Naubat

10. Name the Mughal emperor who imprisoned Shivaji?

                            Aurangzeb

                TWO MARKS
1. Name the parents of Shivaji?

           Father Shaji Bhonsle and Mother Jija Bai.

2. Name the socio -  religious reformers of Maharashtra

           Ramdas, Eknath and Tukaram.

3. When and where was Shivaji born?

             In 1627. At the fort of Shivaner.

4. Name some forts built by Shivaji ?

             Raigarh, Torma, Purandar , Baramati etc..

5. What is the Ashtpradhan? Name some of them?

            Ashtapradhan is the council of eight ministers, established by Shivaji. Mention can be made of Peshwa - Prime Minister

       Amatya - Finance Minister 

       Samant - Foreign Affairs, etc..

6. Who signed the treaty of Purandar and when?

            Shivaji and Raja Jai Singh of the Mughal empire , In 1665.

7. Name any two provisions of the treaty of Purandar?

a. Shivaji had to surrender 23 forts to the Mughals but retained 12 forts.

b. Shivaji’s son Shambaji had to be made a Mansabdar

8. Name the taxes collected by Shivaji?

             Chauth, Sardeshmukhi and Land revenue.

9. Name the two persons who made a deep impact upon the personality of Shivaji?

                                   Mother Jijabai and Teacher Dadaji Kondadev.

10. Name some places captured by Shivaji?

                                    Andheri , Jinji, Vellore, Hubli and Bangalore

THE BHAKTI MOVEMENT

1. Who is the first Bhakti saint?

              Ramananda

2. Who said that he was “at once the child of Allah and of Ram?

             Kabir.

3. Who is the founder of Sikhism?

            Guru Nanak

4. What is the Holy book of Sikhs called as?

                     Adigranth or Gurugranth Saheb

5. Where was Guru Nanak born?

            At Talawandi in Lahore.

6. What is the Sikh place of worship called as?

               Gurudwara.

7. Who is the last Guru?

              Guru Gobind Singh

8. Who succeeded Nanak to the Guruship(Leader, Teacher)?

             Guru Angad

9. Who composed the Adigranth?

             Guru Arjun

10. Which is the birth place of Chaitanya?

            Nawadwip in Bengal

11. Who is the author of Chaitanya Charitramitra?

            Krishnadas Kaviraj 

12. Who is the founder of Bengal Vaishnavism?

            Chaitanya.

13. Name the Bhakti Saint who possessed the divine forms of Radha and Krishna

           Chaitanya.

14 Which Bhakti Saint is called as “ God – Intoxicated?

           Chaitanya.

15.  Who is the spiritual Guru of Mira Bai?

           Chaitanya

16. Which Bhakti Saint was a Devotee of Lord Krishna and even considered the Lord as her husband?

            Meera Bai.

17. Which Bhakti Saint was the guru of Kabir?

            Ramananda

18. Who said there is ‘no Hindu , there is no Musalman?

            Guru Nanak

TWO MARKS:

1.   Mention the teachings of Kabir?

a. Kabir believed in the unity of god head. He said Ram and Rahiman are one and the same.

b. Kabir was against external rituals like Namaz , Fasting, Piligrimages etc..

c. Kabir did not believe in caste system

2    Mention some Sikh Gurus?

              Guru Nanak, Guru Angad, Guru Arjun and Guru Gobind Singh.

         3.  What is Kabirpanthi ? where is its headquarters ?

              Kabirpanthi is a sect of the followers of kabir . Its headquarters is at Banaras and at Chattisgarh.

          4. Mention the teachings of Guru Nanak?

a. Nanak says there is one god , and he is eternal

b. Nanak was against external rituals like prayers, fasting etc..

c. Nanak believed in the doctrine of transmigration of the soul.

          5.  Which Bhakti Saint popularized musical gathering (kirtans) and dancing to realize god? Name the sect       

                    founded by him.

                      Chaitanya. He founded Bengal Vaishnavism

            6.  What are the teachings of Chaitanya?

a. He believed in image worship , but opposed rituals

b. He encouraged people of all castes and religions to embrace Bengal Vaishnavism

c. He believed in emotional approach to god, as a lover to his beloved

7. What are the causes of Bhakti Movement?

a. Caste System of Hinduism, in which the Sudras and untouchables were always exploited 

b. Expensive rituals  and ceremonies of Hinduism

c. Threat to Hinduism from Islam

8. Name the Bhakti Saints who influenced Mira Bai?

               Raidas  and Tulsidas

9. Name the authors of Gita Govinda and Ramacharitamanasa

               Gita Govinda is written by Jayadeva and Ramacharitamanasa is written by Tulsidas

10. Name some Bhakti Saints of medieval India?

a. Kabir 

b. Chaitanya

c. Guru Nanak

d. Mira Bai

Ancient Karnataka

The Satavahanas (235 B.C – 215 A.D )

One mark questions
1. Which is the original homeland of the Satavahanas?

Western Maharashtra

2. Who is the founder of the Satavahana kingdom?

Simukha

3. Which is the Capital of the satavahanas?

Pratishtan (Modern paithon)

4. Name the greatest king of the satavahanas.

Gautamiputra Satakarni.

5. Name the title assumed by Gautamiputra Satakarni.

Trisamudra Toyapitavahana.

6. Where do you find the largest Stupa in South India?

Amaravati  in Andhra pradesh.

7. Who wrote Bruhatkatha ( Vadakatha )?

Gunadya

8. Name the most magnificient chaitya hall of the Satavahanas?

Karle chaitya hall

9. Which is the official language of the Satavahanas?

Prakrit

10. Which is the religion of the Satavahanas?

Vedic religion.

11. What is the Satavahana calendar called as?

Salivahana Saka

Two marks questions
1. Who issued the Nasik cave inscription and in which language?

Gautami Balashri. In prakrit language.

2. What is the importance of Nasik cave inscription?

The Nasik cave inscription was issued by Gautami Balashri, in prakrit language. It describes the military achievements of her son Gautamiputra Satakarni. Accordingly he defeated and killed the Saka king Nahapana

3. Who wrote Gatasapta Sati and in which language?

King Hala. In prakrit language.

4. Who wrote the book of 700 love poems and what is it called as?

King Hala. It is called as Gatasapta Sati.

5. Who issued the Salivahana  Saka and when?

King Hala. In 78 A.D.

6. Name some inscriptions of the Satavahanas

Nasik cave inscription and Nanaghat inscription

7. What do the terms Harnika and Bhandagarika stand for?

Harnika – Treasurer. Bhandagarika – Superintendent of stores.

8. Name some commercial centres(towns) of Satavahanas.

Pratishtan, Nasik, Banavasi, etc.

9. Name the important ports of the Satavahanas.

Broach, Kalyan and Sopara

10. What is the Katantra Vyakarna?

It is a book on Sanskrit Grammar. It is written by Sarna varman

.

11. Name the largest Stupa in South India and name the dynasty to which it belongs.

Amaravati Stupa. It belongs to Satavahana dynasty.

12. Where do you find Stupas of the Satavahanas?

At Amaravati, Goli, Ghantasala and Nagarjunikonda.

13. Where do you find chaityas and Viharas of the satavahanas?

At Karle, Kanheri, Kondana and Bedsa.

14. Where do you find the paintings of the Satavahanas?

Ajanta caves IX and X

15. What is a Nigama or Sreni?

It is a merchant guild, which had a headman. It acted as a bank and hence gave loans and received money as deposits.

16. Name the dynasty that issued led coins and name the royal emblem of the Satavahanas.

The Satavahanas issued led coins. Ship is the royal emblem of the satavahanas.

2 The Kadambas of Banavasi

One mark questions

1. Who is the founder of Kadamba dynasty?

Mayura Varma

2. Which is the capital of Kadambas?

Banavasi

3. Where did Mayura Sharma go for his higher studies?

Kanchi

4. Who issued the Chandravalli inscription?

Mayura Shrama

5. Which inscription throws light on the origin of the Kadambas?

Talagunda pillar inscription

6. Name the greatest king of the Kadambas.

Mayura  Shrama

7. Name the first inscription in kannada.

Halmidi

8. What is the Kadamba coin called as?

Padma Tankas

9. Which is the royal emblem of the Kadambas?

Lion

10. Name the Pallavan king defeated by Mayura Varma.

Shivaskanda Varma

11. Name theplace of origin of Mayura Sharma

Talakunda Agrahara

12. Name the family god of the Kadambas.

Lord Madhukeshwara

13. When was the Halmidi inscription issued?

In 450 A.D.

Two marks questions

1. Name the first dynasty of Karnataka and name the first king of Karnataka.

The first dynasty is Kadambas.

The first king is Mayura Varma.

2. Give the ancient names of Banavasi.

Vanavasi and Vyjayanthipura

3. Who issued the Talagunda pillar inscription and in which language is it written?

The Talagunda pillar inscription was issued by king Shanthi Varma. It is written in sanskrit language.

4. What is the importance of Chandravalli inscription?

This inscription describes the military achievements of Mayura Varma. Accordingly he conquered the kingdom of Abiharas, Punnata and Sendrika and he performed the Ashuramedhayaga.

5. What is the importance of Halmidi inscription?

It is the first inscription in kannada, issued in 450 A.D. It was issued by the Kadamba king Kakushta Varma.

6. Name the inscriptions of the Kadambas.

Talagunda pillar inscription, Halmidi inscription, Chandravalli inscription.

7. Which Kadamba king made kannada as administrative language for the first time and what is he called as in Halasi copper plate?

Kakushta Varma. He is called as “Glory of Kadambas”, in the Halasi copper plate.

8. Name the capital cities of the Kadambas.

Banavasi and Halasi

9. Name the educational centres of the Kadamba dynasty.

Talagunda and Banavasi.

10. Name the temples of the Kadambas and their places.

Madukesawara temple at Banavasi

Praneshwara temple at Talagunda

Hattikeshwara and Rameshwara temples at Halasi.

11. What were the schools in the Kadamba period called as?

Ghatikas and Brahmapuris

12. What is Vesara style?

This style began in the western parts of Karnataka under the Kadambas. In this style the Shikara is pyramidical in shape but reduced in height.

13. To which style do Kadamba temples belong? Name some architectural centres of Kadambas.

Kadamba temples belong to Vesara style. Some architectural centres of Kadambas are Talagunda, Banavasi, Halasi and Goa.

14. Write a note on cave temples of Kadambas.

Cave temples of Kadambas are found at Arvalem in Goa. Here we find the sculptures of Shiva, Skanda and Surya.

15. Name the commercial centres of Kadambas.

Banavasi, Badami and Goa.

3. The Gangas (4-10th century A.D.)

1. Name the most important Capital of the Gangas.

Talakad

2. Name the royal emblem of the Gangas.

Elephant

3. Name the greatest king among early Gangas.

Durvimita

4. Who installed the statue of Gomateshwara?

Chavundaraya

5. Name the first capital of the Gangas.

Kolar

6. What is the ancient name of Kolar.

Kuvalala

7. Who wrote the Gajashastra?

Shri Purusha

8. Which is the official religion of the Gangas?

Jainism

9. Who is the author of the Grammatical text Sabdavatala?

Poojyapada

10. Where is the statue of Bahubali found?

At Shravanabelagola

11. Name the Jain saint who helped in founding the kingdom of gangas

Simhanandi

12. Where is the Kapileshwara temple of the Gangas found?

At  Manne

13. Where is Shravanabelagola located?

In Hassan

Two marks questions 

1. Name the capital cities of the Gangas.

Talakadu, Kolar, Makunda and Manne

2. Name the founders of the kingdom of Gangas.

Didiga and Madhava.

3. What are the literary achievements of king Durvinita?

King Durvinita wrote a commentary on the Kiratarjuneya of Bharavi, in prakrit

He translated the Bruhatkatha from prakrit to Sanskrit .

4. Name the places captured by Durvinita in Tamilnadu.

Salem, Coimbatoreand Chengalpet.

5. Name the temples of Gangas in Talakadu.

Pathaleshwara, Maruleshwara and Arakeshwara temples

6. Name the tallest monolith statue in the world and name the place it is found.

Gomateshwara. It is found in Shravanabelagola.

7. When was the statue of Gomateshwara installed and to which dynasty does it belong?

In 983 A.D. It belongs to the kingdom of Gangas.

8. Who is Chavundaraya and who patronized him?

Chavundaraya was a minister, commander in chief and also a poet of Gangas. He was a Jain. He installed the statue of Gomateshwara at Shravanabelagola. He wrote a book called Chavundaraya  purana in kannada. He was patronized by king Rachamalla IV .

9. Name the literary works of Chavundaraya.

Chavundaraya purana in kannada and Charitrasara in kannada.

10. What is Chavundaraya ‘s contribution to Jainism?

Chavundaraya installed the statue of Gomateshwara in Shravanabelagola. He also constructed the Chavundaraya basadi in Shravanabelagola.

11. What is Onake Hadu?

It is a song sung while pounding grains. It is also called as Gajashataka. It was written in kannada by king Shivamara II.

12. Name the Jain basadis of Gangas.

Chavundaraya basadi and Chandraprabha basadi.

13. Name the temples of Gangas and their places.

Maruleshwara temple in Tallakad, Bhoganandi temple at Nandi hills and Kolarama temple in Kolar.

14. Name the literary works of Vidiba Simha.

Gadya Chintamani and Kshatra Chudamani.

15. What is a Viragal?

It is a kind of inscription. It is dedicated in memory of a hero that is a soldier who sacrificed his life in battle field but not before bringing victory to his kingdom.

16. What is a Satikal?

It is a kind of inscription it depicts the performance of sati .It contains the name of the woman, her ancestry, date etc.

17. Name the architectural centres of the Gangas.

Talakad, Shravanabelagola, Kolar ,Manne etc.

The Chalukyas of  Badami (6th to 8th century A.D.)

(Early Chalukyas)

1. Name the capital of early Chalukya.

Badami

2. Name the greatest king of early Chalukya.

Pulikeshi II

3. Who took the title of Dakshinapatheswara?

Pulikeshi II

4. Who is the court poet of Pulikeshi II?

Ravikeerti

5. Who composed the Aihole pillar inscription?

Ravikeerti

6. Name the Persian king with whom Pulikeshi II exchange ambassadors.

King Khusru II 

7. Name the Pallavan king defeated and killed by Pulikeshi II.

Mahendra Varman 

8. Which is the well known dravida style temple of early Chalukyas?

Virupaksha temple

9. What is the ancient name of Badami?

Vatapi

10. Name the queen of Pulikeshi II who was a poetess.

Vijaya bhattarika

11. Who called Aihole as the cradle of Indian temple architecture?

Percy Brown

12. Name the royal emblem of the Chalukyas.

Varaha (Wild pig)

13. To which sect do the Badami Chalukyas belong?

Vaihsnavism

14. Name the religion of early Chalukyas.

Vedic religion

15. Name the inscription that describes the military achievements of Pulikeshi II.

Aihole  pillar inscription 

16. Where is Badami located?

In the Bagalkot district of Karnataka

17. Who took the title of Vatapi Konda?

Narasimha Varman II

18. Who founded the kingdom of early Chalukyas?

Jayasimha

19. Who made Badami the capital of early Chalukyas?

Pulikeshi I

Two marks questions

1. Write a note on Aihole pillar inscription.

It is composed by Ravikeerti the court poet of Pulikeshi II. It is written in sanskrit language. It describes the military achievements of Pulikeshi II.

2. Where is the Aihole pillar inscription found?

It is found in a Jain temple in Aihole called the Jinendra temple. This temple was built by Ravikeerti. 

3. Mention the sources for the study of Pulikeshi II.

Aihole pillar inscription composed by Ravikeerti and the Si-yu-ki written by Hiuen Tsang.

4. Who fought the battle of river Narmada and when?

Pulikeshi II and Harshavardana. In 630 A.D.

5. Who won the battle of river Narmada? Name the title assumed by him after the war.

Pulikeshi II .He assumed the title of Parameshwara

6. Name the Chalukyan kings who took the title of Paramabagawata.

Pulikeshi I and Pulikeshi II

7. Name the titles of Pulikeshi II.

Ranavikrama, Sathyashraya, Parameshwara and Dakshinapateshwara.

8. Who is Yuan Chwang?

Yuan Chwang is Hieun Tsang a chinese traveller who visited the court of Pulikeshi II of early Chalukyas. In his book Si- Yu- Ki he refers to the social and economic condition of the Chalukyas. He says that Pulikeshi II defeated Harshavardana.

9. Name some kingdoms defeated by Pulikeshi II .

Gangas, Latas,Kalinga and Pallavas.

10. Mention the temples found at Pattadakal .

The Pappanatha temple, the Jambulinga temple and the Galaganatha temple

11. Name the three architectural styles to which the Chalukyan temples belong.

Nagara, Vesara and Dravida.

12. Where is the Virupaksha temple of early Chalukyas found and who built it ?

At Pattadakal it was built by queen Lokamahadevi.

13. Who is the regent of PulikeshiII and in which battle was he killed by Pulikeshi II?

The regent is Mangalesha. He was killed in the battle of Ellapatu.

14. Name the earliest temples of the Badami Chalukyas and where do you find them.

Lad Khan temple, Durga temple and Huchichimalli gudi. At Aihole.

15. Name the architectural centres of early Chalukyas.

Aihole, Badami and Pattadakal

16. Where do you find the paintings of Badami Chalukyas and name the painting?

Ajanta cave I and Badami caves II,III. The well known paintings are the temptation of the Buddha and the Persian embassy.

17. Name some inscription of early Chalukyas.

Badami cliff record, Mahakuta inscription and Aihole pillar inscription.

18. Where do you find the first evidence of kannada poetry and who is its author?

IN the Badami inscription. It is in Tripadi form written by Kappe Arabhatta. It is also called as Kappe Arabhatta  Shasana.

19. What is Nagara style?

Nagara style temples are known to have a cylindrical shaped or curvilinershaped Shikara. The Galaganatha and the Papanatha temples of early Chalukyas belong to this style . The Nagara style temples are mostly found in North India.

The Rashtrakutas of Malkhed (8th – 10th century A.D.)

1. Which is the original home land of Rashtrakutas?

Latur in Maharashtra

2. Name the founder of the Rashtrakuta kingdom.

Dantidurga

3. Which is the capital of Rashtrakutas?

Malkhed

4. Name the first Rashtrakuta king to invade North India.

Dhruva

5. Who is called as Nrupathunga?

Amogavarsha

6. Name the greatest king of the Rashtrakutas.

Amogavarsha

7. Name the first literary work in kannada.

Kavirajamarga.

8. Where do you find the Trimurti temple of the Rashtrakutas?

At Elephanta

9. Name the Arab traveller who visited the kingdom of Amogavarsha.

Suleiman

10. Name the inscription that describes the foundation of the Rashtrakuta kingdom.

Ellora inscription

11. Who is prince Sarva?

Amogavarsha

12. Who wrote the Pampa Bharata?

Pampa

13. Who is called as Adikavi?

Pampa

14. Name Amogavarsha’s Jain teacher.

Jinasena.

15. Name the royal emblem of Rashtrakutas.

Garuda (Eagle)

16. Name the last Rashtrakuta King.

Indra IV

Two marks questions
1. Name the Rashtrakuta kings who took part in the tripartite struggle.

Dhruva and Govinda III

2. Name the kingdom involved in tripartite struggle.

The Rashtrakutas, the Prathiharas and the Palas

3. Name the titles of Amogavarsha.

Nrupathunga, Veeranarayana and Rathamartanda

4. Name the court poet of Amogavarsha and name his literary work.

Sir Vijaya. He wrote Kavirajamarga.

5. Name the poets Patronised by Amogavarsha and name their works.

Sri Vijaya the author of Kavirajamarga, Mahaveeracharya the author of Ganithasari Sangraha, Jinasena the author of Adipurana and Shaktayana the author of Amoghavritti.

6. Who built the Kailasanatha temple and where?

Krishna I. At Ellora

7. Who patronised Pampa and which are the literary wroks?

King Arikesari of the Vemulawada dynasty. His works are Pampa Bharata and Adipurana.

8. Mention the Literary works in kannada of Rashtrakuta period.

Kavirajamarga, Pampa Bharata, Shanthipurana and Chavundarayapurana

9. Name the books written by Ponna.

Shanthi purana, Jinaksharamale, Gatapratiagata, etc.

10. Name the Trinity of kannada literature.

Pampa, Ponna and Ranna

11. Name the poet who took the title of Kavichakravartin and name his patron.

Ponna. He was patronised by Krishna II 

12. Who made Malkhed as the capital of Rashtrakutas and which is his literary work.

Amogavarsha. He wrote Prashnottara Ratnamala.

13. Name the Jain poets of Rashtrakuta period.

Pampa, Ponna, Srivijaya and Jinasena

14. Name some cave temples of Rashtrakutas.

Ravan-Ka- Khai, Dashavatara, Dhumarlena and Jogeshwari cave temple.

15. Name the architectural centres of Rashtrakutas.

Ellora, Elephanta and Bombay

16. Who is Suleiman?

Suleiman is an Arab traveller, who visited the Rashtrakuta kingdom during the rule of Amogavarsha. He calls the Rashtrakuta empire under Amogavarsha as one of the four great empires of the world.

17. Name the Rashtrakuta king who sacrificed one of his fingers to goddess Mahalakshmi and name his religion. 

Amogavarsha. Vaishnavism. 
The Chalukyas of Kalyana& (10 – 12th Cent. A.D.) (Later Chalukyas)

Kalachuri Interregnum (1157 – 1183)

One Mark Question:

1. Who is the founder of Chalukyas of Kalyana?

A: Taila II also called as Tailapa

2. Name the capital of Later Chalukyas?

A: Kalyan (Mordern Basava Kalyan)

3. Who introduced the Vikrama Era?

A: Emperor Vikramaditya VI

4. Name the greatest king of Chalukyas of Kalyana?

A: Emperor Vikramaditya VI

5. Who wrote Gadha Yuddha?

A: Poet Rama

6. Who is called as Sarvajna Chakravarti (Sarvajna Bhupa)?

A: Emperor Someshwara III

7. Name the Encyclopedia of Chalukyas of Kalyana

A: Mansollasa or Abilashatirtha Chintamani

8. Name the Hoysala king who revolted against king Vikramaditya VI of Kalyana.

A: King Vishnuvardhana

9. Who wrote Vikramankadeva Charita?

A: Poet Bilhana

10. Name the temple that is called as “Emperor among the temples”.

A: Mahadeva temple of Itagi

11. Name the last king of chalukyas of Kalyana?

A: Someshwara IV

12. Where is Kalyan located?

A: In Bidar district of Karnataka

13. Who wrote Karnataka Kadambari?

A: Nagavarma I

14. Who is that founder of Kalachuris of Kalyana?

A: Bijjala II

15. Name the greatest king of Kalachuris of Kalyana

A: Bijjala II

16. Where was the Anubhava Mantapa established?

A: At Kalyana

17. Name the famous Minister & Social reformer of Kalachuris of Kalyana

A: Basaveshwara.

18. Name the Queen of Vikramaditya VI, who was well-versed in fine arts.

A: Chandralekha

19. Who took the title of Mahabujabala Chakravarthi?

A: Bijjala II

20. Name the author of Mitakshara Samhita.

A: Vijnaneshwara

Two Marks Questions:

1. Who introduced the Chalukya Vikrama Era & When?

A: King Vikramaditya VI. In 1076

2. Name the subordinates kingdoms of Chalukyas of Kalyana.

A: The Hoysalas. The Kadambas of Goa, The Seunas & The Kalachuris

3. Name the writers patornised by king Viktramaditya VI.

A: Bihana & Vijnaneshwara

4. Name the literacy words of Ravna & name his patron.

A: Gadha Yuddha & Ajitapurana. Ravna was patronized by king Satyashraya

5. Name the battles in which Vikramaditya defeated Vishnuvardhana.

A: In the battles of Halasuru & Hossavidu.

6. Write a note on Mitakshara Samhita?

A: It is a Conumentary on Yajnavalkya Smriti, written by the medieval jurist Vijnaveshwara. It is a book on Hindu Law, inheritance, Customs, etc, followed all over South India.

7. Who is called as Sarvajna Chakravarter & why?

A: Someswara III. He wrote an encyclopedic in Sanskrit called Manasollasa or Abilashatirtha Chintamani. This book deals with all branches of knowledge, life history, art, architecture, sciences, maths, food habits, dresses, etc.

8. Name the architectural Centres of Chalukyas of Kalyana.

A: Ittagi, Gadag, Lakkundi, Humnabad, etc.

9. Name some temples of Chalukyas of Kalyana & their places.

A: Mahadeva temple at Ittagi

     Saraswathi temple at Gadag

     Shiva temple at Jalasanghuid

     Kashi Vishveswara temple of Lakkundi

10. Who is the chief queen of Vikramaditya VI & what is her title.

A: Chandralekha (Chandaladevi). Her title is Abhinava  Saraswathi.

11. Name some musical works of Chalukyas of Kalyana.

A: Sangitha Chudamani, Sangitha Samayasara & Sangitha Ratmakara

12. What do the terms Sandhivigrahika & Okkalu stand for?

A: Sandhivigrahika – Minister of War & Peace

     Okkalu – a Village Assembly

13. Name some Vachana Composes

A: Basaveshwara, Channa Basavappa, Allama Prabhu, Akkamahadevi, etc

14. What is Vachana?

A: Vachanas are simple sayings in Kannada, which preach, morals, ethics, values, etc. Vachanas also criticize, social evils like caste system & untouchability.

15. Mention the titles of Bijjala II.

A: Maharajadhiraja, Bhujabala Chakravarti & Kalachuri Chakravarti.

16. Name the office held by Basaveshwara in the kingdom of Bijjala II

A: Prime Minister & Treasurer

17. Name some kings of Kalachuris of Kalyana.

A: Bijjala III, Sovideva, Mallugi & Sankama.

18. Who established the Anubhava Mantapa & where

A: Basaveshwara. At Kalyan

19. Name the literary works of Sridharacharya & Shantiraja.

A: Sridharacharya wrote Jatakatilaka & Shantiraja wrote Sukumara charite

20. What is Dravida style of architecture?

A: The Dravida styled temples are known to have a complete pyramidical shaped shikara. This style of temples are mostly found in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu & Andhra Pradesh.

The Hoysalas of Dwarasamudra (11 – 14th Cent. A.D.)

One Mark Questions:

1. Who is the founder of the Hoysala kingdom?

A: Sala

2. Which is the Capital of the Hoysalas?

A: Dwarasamudra (Halebid)

3. Name the greatest king of the Hoysalas.

A: King Vishnuvardhana

4. What is king Vishnuvardhan’s original name?

A: Bittideva

5. At which place did the Hoysala kingdom came into existence?

A: Sosevur

6. Which kings took the title of Maleporulgunda.

A: The Hoysala kings

7. Who made the Hoysala kingdom independent?

A: Ballala II

8. Name the king of Kalyana, who defeated Vishnuvardhana.

A: King Vikramaditya VI

9. Name the Hoysala king, who had to face the invasions of Delhi Sultanate.

A: Ballala III (Vira Ballala)

10. Name the last Hoysala king.

A: Virupaksha

11. Who wrote Girija Kalyana?

A: Harihara

12. Who wrote Ragales?

A: Harihara

13. To which style do the Hoysala temples belong?

A: Vesara Style

14. Which is the Royal Emblem of the Hoysalas?

A: Sala killing a tiger

15. Who introduced the Pancha Pradhan system of administration?

A: Vishnu vardhana

16. Which is the last capital of the Hoysalas?

A: Tiruvanamalai

17. Which is the famous temple of the Hoysalas found at Somanthpur?

A: Kesava temple

18. Which Hoysala king took the title of Vivekanarayana?

A: Vishnuvardhana

19. Name the Jain saint connected with the foundation of Hoysala kingdom.

A: Vardhamana Suddata Muni

Two Marks Questions:

1. Name the capital cities of the Hoysalas?

A: Belur, Halebid (Dwarasamudra) & Tiruvanamalai

2. Describe the event which led to the foundation of the Hoysala kingdom.

A: A person by name Sala killed a Tiger, on the orders of the guru Vardhamana Suddatamuni, when it was about to pounce upon him. Following which the guru made sala as the chieftain of sosevur.

3. Which inscription describes the origin of the Hoysalas & who issued?

A: Belur inscription. Issued by king Vishnuvardhana

4. How did the kingdom get the name Hoysala.

A: Vardhamana Suddatamuni the guru screemed ‘poi sala’, means strike O sala i.e, kill the Tiger, when the tiger was about to pounce upon him. Sala the student killed the Tiger & become the chieftain of sosevur. As the days passed poi sala become Hoysala.

5. Which are the titles of Vishnuvardhana?

A: Talakadugonda, Kanchigonda, Nolambawadigonda & Vivekanarayana.

6. Which religion was Vishnuvardhana following initially & to which religion did he convert later.

A: Jainism. Later he converted to Sri Vaisnavism

7. Name the kingdoms defeated by king Vishnuvardhana.

A: Cholas, Changalvas, Kongalvas, Pandyas of Uchanngi, etc.

8. Which Bhakti Saint was given shelter in the Hoysala kingdom & who was the Hoysala king, Who sheltered him

A: Sri Ramanuja was given shelter king. Vishnuvardhana sheltered him.

9. Name some great kings of the Hoysalas.

A: Vishnuvardhana, Ballala II & Ballala III

10. Name the queen of Vishnuvardhana well-versed in fine arts & name the title given to her.

A: Shantaladevi. Natya Rani is her title.

11. Name some commercial centres of the Hoysalas.

A: Belur, Halebid, Arasikere, etc.

12. Name the Delhi Sultans who invaded the Hoysala kingdom & name the Hoysala king at that time.

A: Sultans Allauddin Khilji & Mohammad-bin-Tughluq. The Hoysala king was Ballala III.

13. Name the court-poet of Ballala II & name his literary work.

A: Janna is the court-poet. His literary work is Yasodara Charite

14. Name the different terms used to refer to village Assemblies in the Hoysala period.

A: Praja, Samudaya & Okkalu.

15. Name the religions that existed in the Hoysala country.

A: Jainism, Sri Vaishnavism & Veera saivism

16. Name the family of Sanskrit poets of the Hoysala period & their works.

A: Vidya Chakravartin II the author of Gadyakarnamrita. Vidyachakravatin III the author of Rukmini Kalyana.

17. Name the Jain version of Ramayana & its author.

A: Pampa Ramayana also called as Rama Chandra Charitapuranam. Its author is Nagachandra.

18. Who is called as Abhinava Pampa & to which kingdom does he belong?

A: Nagachandra. He belongs to the Hoysala kingdom.

19. Name the three famous poets of Kannada literature of the Hoysala period.

A: Harihara, Raghavanka & Janna

20. Who established the Shatpadi tradition in Kannada? Name some of his works.

A: Raghavanka. He is the author of Harishandra kavya, Siddharama purana & Somanatha Charite.

21. Name some temples of the Hoysalas & their places.

A: The Hoysaleshwara temple of Halebid

     The Keshava temple of Somanthpur


     The Chenna kesava temple of Belur &


     The Vijaya Narayana temples of Talakad.

22. What is Jagati?

A: Jagati is the high foundation of the Hoysala temples, which served as a outer-pradakshina patha. It is one of the features of Hoysala temples.

23. Name the temples built by Vishnu Vardhana

A: Kirtinarayana temple of Talakad & 


     Vijayanarayana temple of Belur

Socio – Religions Reform Movements (8-12th Cent A.D.)

One Mark Questions:

1. Where was Shankaracharya born?

A: At Kaladi in Kerala

2. Name the Philosophy of Shankara charya.

A: Advaita (Non-dualism)

3. Name the parents of Shanhara charya.

A: Father Shivaguru & Mother Aryamba.

4. Where was Ramanuja charya born?

A: At Sri Perumbudur

5. Name the religion popularized by Ramanuja.

A: Sri Vaisnavism

6. Name the Philosophy of Ramanuja charya.

A: Visista Advaita

7. Name the mutt headed by Ramanuja charya.

A: Sri Rangam

8. Who said the world is Maya (Illusion)?

A: Shankara charya

9. Where was Madhava charya born?

A: At Pajaka near Udupi

10. Which religious reformer is called as avatar of Vayu?

A: Madhava charya

11. Who popularized Vira-saivisim in Karnataka?

A: Basaveshwara

12. Name the king who patronized Basaveshwara.

A: Bijjala II

13. Who is called as Bhakti Bhandari Basavanna?

A: Basaveshwara

14. Where was Basaveshwara born?

A: At Bagewadi in Bijapur.

15. What is the Vira-saiva philosophy called as?

A: Shakt-Visit-advaita

Two Marks Questions:

1. Name the acharyas who worked towards socio-religious reforms.

A: Shankara charya, Ramanuja charya, Madhava charya & Basaveshvara

2. Name the Teachers of Shankara charya.

A: Bhagawatpada, Vyasa & Gaudapada.

3. Name the four ashrams (mutts) established by Shankara charya.

A: Badri ashrama in Uttar Pradesh

     Puri ashrama in Orissa

    Dwaraka ashrama in Gujarat & 

    Sringeri ashrama in Karnataka

4. Name any two teachings of Shankara charya.

A: 
1. Individual soul & Brahman (god) are one & the same


2. Brahma is Satya (real) & Jaga is Mitya (not real)


3. Salvation can be attained by merging individual soul with Brahman.

5. Name the titles given to Shankara charya.

A: Sarvajna & Jagadguru

6. Name the parents of Ramanuja charya.

A: Father Kesava Sunuyaj & Mother Kantimati

7. Whose philosophy is called as Dwaita & who are his parents.

A: The philosophy of Madhava charya is called Dwaita. His parents are Father Madhyageha Bhatta & Mother Vedavathi

8. Name the Scholars who popularized Dwaita philosophy.

A: Purandaradasa, Kanakadasa & Raghavendra Swamy.

9. Name the parents of Basaveshwara.

A: Father Madarasa & Mother Madalambike

10. What is the Anubhava Mantapa?

A: It is called as the Hall of congregation where the followers of Visa-saivism assembled & held discussions on Vera-saiva religion & philosophy. It was established at Kalyan by Basaveshwara.

11. Who is called as Shanmata Sthapana charya & why?

A: Shankara charya. He called for worshipping six gods namely, Vishnu, Shiva, Surya, Shakti, Ganapati & Kumara.

12. Name some books written by Shankara charya

A: Ananda Lahari, Soundarya Lahari & Bhajagovindam.

Medieval Karnataka
Vijayanagar Empire (14 – 17th Cent A.D.)

One Mark Questions:

1. Name the Capital of Vijayanagar

A: Hampi (Vijayanagar)

2. Name the first dynasty of Vijayanagr.

A: Sangama

3. Name the Italian traveler who visited the court of Devaraya I

A: Nicolo Conti

4. Who founded the Vijayanagar empire

A: Harihara and Bukka

5. Name the last dynasty of Vijayanagar.

A: Aravidu

6. Who is the greatest king of Vijayanagar?

A: Krishnadevaraya

7. Who wrote Madura Vijayam?

A: Princess Gangambika

8. What is the cause of warfare between Vijayanagar and Bahamani kingdom?

A: The Raichur – doab

9. What is the Diwan Khana?

A: Secretariat of Vijayanagar

10. Who wrote Mahanataka Sudhanidhi?

A: Devaraya II

11. Where is the Hazara-Ramaswamy temple found?

A: At Hampi

12. When was the battle of Talikota fought?

A: In 1565

13. Who is the last emperor of Vijayanagar?

A: Srirangarya III

14. Which is the royal emblem of Vijayanagar?

A: Varaha  (Wild-pig)

15. Which is the Kannada version of Mahabharat?

A: Gadugina Bharata

16. Where do you find the famous stone-chariot of Vijayanagar?

A: At Hampi

17. Which kingdom’s temple architecture has Sabha Mantapa as  a feature?

A: Vijayanagar.

18. Name the architectural style of Vijayanagar temples.

A: Dravida

19. Name the Russian traveler who visited Vijayanagar.

A: Athansius Nikitin

20. When did Krishnadevaraya ascend the throne?

A: In 1509

21. Name the Southern- headquarters of Vijayanagar.

A: Srirangapatna

22. Who is the king of vijayanagar during the battle of Talikota?

A: Sadashivaraya

Two Marks Questions:

1. When was Vijayanagar empire founded and who is the saint who helped in founding Vijayanagar?

A: IN 1336. St. Vidyaranya.

2. Name the dynasties of Vijayanagar in order.

A: Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva and Aravidu.

3. Name some kings of Sangama dynasty.

A: Harihara, Devaraya I and Devaraya II

4. Who is the greatest king of Vijayanagar and to which dynasty does he belong?

A: Krishnadevaraya. Tuluva dynasty.

5. Who took the title of Yavanaraja sthapana charya and why?

A: Krishnadevaraya. He freed the imprisoned Bahmani Sultan and enthroned him.

6. Name some forts captured by Krishnadevaraya.

A: Penukonda, Bellamakonda, Nagarjunikonda, Ketavaram, etc.

7. Who wrote the Amukta Malayada and in which language?

A: Krishnadevaraya. In Telugu

8. Name the literary works of Krishnadevaraya.

A: Amukta Malayada in telugu and Jambavati Kalayana in Sanskrit

9. Who patronized the Ashtadiggajas and who are they?

A: Krishnadevaraya. The Ashtadiggajas are eight great poets in Telugu literature.

10. Name some Ashtadiggjas.

A: Krishnadevaraya, Allasani Pedanna, Tenali Ramakrishna and Nandi Thimanna

11. Who is Krishnadevaraya’s Court-poet and which is his literary work.

A: Allasani Peddanna. He wrote Manucharitamu

12. Who is Abdur Razaak?

A: A Persian traveler who visited the court of Devarya II. He refers to the functioning of Diwan Khana, i.e, the Secretariat of Vijayanagar

13. Name the Portuguese travelers who visited the court of Krishnadevaraya.

A:  Domingo Paes and Eduardo Barbosa.

14. Who fought the battle of Talikota and when?

A: Ramaraya of Vijayanagar and the five Bahaman Shahi Sultans. In 1565

15. Who won the battle of Talikota and what are its results?

A: The battle of Talikota was won by the Bahaman Shahi Sultans.

Its results are – a: Northern parts of Vijayanagar were captured by the Adil Shahis and Qutub Shahis.

b: The subordinates of Vijayanagar like the Wodeyars of Mysore, the Nayakas of Keladi and the Nayakas of Tanjore and Madurai became independent.

16. Name the Aravidu brothers.

A: Ramaraya, Tirumalaraya and Venkatadri.

17. What are the causes for the defeat Vijayanagar at Talikota?

A: 
1. Inefficient military – the Portuguese stopped exporting Persian horses.

2. Desertion - after the death of Ramaraya, his brothers, Tirumalaraya and Venkatadri deserted the battle-field.

 
3. Over-confidence of Ramaraya.

18. Mention some capital cities of Vijayanagar.

A: Hampi, Chandragiri and Vellore

19. Name the book of polity composed during the Vijayanagar period and Name its author.

A: Amukta Malayada. Its author is Krishnadevaraya.

20. Name the Poetess of  Vijayanagar period and him literacy works.

A: Gangambika the author of Madura Vijayam and Tirumalamba the author of Varadambika parinayam

21. Name the commercial centres of Vijayanagar.

A: Mangalore, Hampi, Chitradurga andBangalore.

22. Name the ports of Vijayanagar empire.

A: Mangalore, Barkur, Bhatkal and Honavar.

23. Who wrote commentaries on the Vedas (during Vijayanagar period) and what is it called as?

A: Sayana and Madhava. It is called as Vedartha Prakasha.

24. Name the famous Kannada poets and their literary works of the Vijayanagar period.

A: 1. Kumaravyasa wrote Gadugina Bharata

     2. Chamarasa wrote Prabhulingalele

     3. Ratnakaravarmi wrote Bharatesha Vaibhava

25. Who wrote Torave Ramayana and in which language?

A: Narahari. In Kannada

26. Name the architectural centres of Vijayanagar.

A: Hampi, Lepakshi, Kanchi and Sringeri

27. Name some temples of Vijayanagar and their places?

A: 1. Virupaksha temple at Hampi

     2. Tadapatri temple at Lepakshi

     3. Kamakshi temple at Kanchi and

     4. Vidya Shankar temple at Sringeri

28. Who is responsible for installing the statue of lord Narasimha of Vijayanagar period and where is it found.

A: Krishnadevaraya. At Hampi

The Bahamani Kingdom and (14-16th Cent A.D.)

Adil Shahis of Bijapur (15-17th Cent A.D.)

One Marks:

1. Who founded the Bahamani kingdom?

A: Zafar Khan, also called as Allauddin Hasan Gangu.

2. Which is the capital of Bahamanis?

A: Gulbarga, later Bidar

3. Who is the greatest Sultan of Bahamani kingdom?

A: Firoz Shah

4. Name the pardesi (foreigner) who became the Wazir and Deputy of the sultan.

A: Mohammed Gawan

5. Name the title given to Mohammad Gawan.

A: Khwaja – e – Jahan

6. What is the Bahamani king called as?

A: Sultan

7. Name the Capital of Adil Shahis.

A: Bijapur

8. Who is the founder of Adil Shahis?

A: Yusuf Adil Shah

9. Who wrote Futuhat-us-Salatin?

A: Isami

10. Name the Sultan who made Urdu as official language.

A: Ibrahim Adil Shah II

11. Name the Adil Shahi Sultan who worked for Hindu Muslim unity.

A: Ibrahim Adil Shah II

12. What is the title given to Ibrahim Adil Shah II.

A: Jagat Guru

13. Name the Jagir given to Shahji Bhonsle by Mohammad – Adil – Shah.

A: Bangalore

14. Name the Sultan of Bijapur who took part in the battle of Talikota

A: Ali Adil Shah I

15. Name the Sultan of Bijapur who lost Goa to the Portuguese

A: Yusuf Adil Shah

16. Who finally annexed the kingdom of Bijapur to the Mughal empire.

A: Aurangzeb

17. Name the last Sultan of Bijapur.

A:Sikandar Adil Shah

18. Which monument is called as “Taj Mahal” of the south?

A: Ibrahim Rouza

19. Where is the Sola Kamba Mosque found?

A: In Bidar

20. Name the famous monument built by Mohammad Gawan in Bidar

A: Madrasa

Two Marks Question:

1. What is a Taraf? Name some Tarafs.

A: Taraf is a province of Bahamani kingdom. Some Tarafs are: Daulatabad, Bidar, Berar and Gulbarga

2. Who built observatory in the Bahamani kingdom and where?

A: Sultan Firoz shah. At Daulatabad.

3. Mention some reforms of Mohammad Gawan?

A: 1. He abolished the Jagirdari system and paid cash salary

     2. He increased the number of provinces to eight

     3. Land was measured and classified into different categories

4. Name the literary works of Mohammad Gawan.

A: Diwan – I – Ashr and Rouzat-ur-Insha

5. What do the terms Amir-i-Jumla and Wazi-i-Ashraf stand for.

A: Amir-i-Jumla – Finance Minister

    Wazir-i-Ahraf – Foreign Minister

6. Mention some monuments of the Bahamani kingdom and their places.

A: Jami Masjid – in Gulbarga, Sola Khamba Mosque, Gangan Mahal, Nagina Mahal – in Bidar

7. Name the monuments built by Ibrahim Adil Shah II.

A: Sat Manzil, Mallik Jahan Masjid and Ibrahim Rouza

8. Name the first book of music in Urdu language and its author.

A: Kitab-i-Nauroz. Its author is Ibrahim Adil Shah II

9. Who built the Ibrahim Rouza and where?

A: Ibrahim Adil Shah II. In Bijapur

10. Name the commercial centre of the Adil Shahis.

A: Bijapur, Raibag and Vengurla

11. Which monument is known for its whispering gallery, who built it and where?

A: Golgumbaz, built by Mohammad Adil Shah. It is found in Bijapur.

12. Name the architectural centres of Adil Shahis.

A: Bijapur, Raibag, Belgaum, etc.

The  Nayakas of Keladi,

The Wodeyars of Mysore and 

The Nayakas of Chitradurga

One Marks Question

1. Who is the founder of the kingdom of Keladi?

A: Chowdappa Nayaka

2. Who is the author of Keladinipa Vijayam?

A: Linganna

3. Name the Italian traveler who visited the court of Venkatappa Nayaka of the Keladi kingdom?

A: Pietro della valle

4. Who is called as, “the queen of pepper”?

A: Chennabhairadevi

5. Name the English traveler who visited the court of Virabhadra Nayaka of the Keladi kingdom?

A: Peter Mundy

6. Who is the greatest king of Nayakas of Keladi?

A: Shivappa Nayaka

7. Name the queen of the Keladis, who provided shelter to Rajaram.

A: Chennammaji

8. Name the Mughal emperor who defeated Chennammaji.

A: Aurangzeb

9. Who annexed the kingdom of Keladi to Mysore?

A: Hyder Ali

10. Which is the Capital of Wodeyars of Mysore?

A: Srirangapatna

11. Name the greatest king among Early Wodeyars.

A: Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar

12. Who wrote Kantirava Narasaraja Vijayam?

A: Govinda Vaidya

13. Who established the Athara Katcheri of the Wodeyars.

A: Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar

14. Who purchased Bangalore from the Mughals?

A: Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar

15. Who introduced the celebaration of Navaratri Festival in Mysore

A: Raja Wodeyar

16. Which is the Royal Emblem of the Keladi Nayakas?

A: Gandaberunda (Eagle)

17. Name the religion followed by Keladi Nayakas?

A: Vira-Saivism

18. Name the Queen of Mangalore who defeated the Portuguese

A: Queen Abbakka

19. Name the founder of the kingdom of Chitradurga

A: Thimanna Nayaka

20. Name the Nayaka of Chitradurga who was an ally of Hyder Ali.

A: Madakari Nayaka V

21. Name the greatest king of Chitradurga

A: Madakari Nayaka V

Two Marks Question

1. Who annexed Chitradurga to Mysore and When?

A: Hyder Ali. In 1779

2. What is Kantirayi Panams? 

A: Kantirayi Panams are first gold coins of the Wodeyars. It was issued by Kanteerava Narasaraja Wodeyar.

3. Who wrote the Shivatattva Ratnakara  and What is it?

A: It is written by king Basavaraja of the Keladi kingdom. It is an encyclopedia in Sanskrit Language.

4. Name the Capital cities of Keladi Nayakas?

A: Keladi, Ikkeri and Bidanur

5. Name the Englishmen who visited the kingdom of Keladi Nayakas.

A: Peter Mundy, Alexendar Hamilton and John Fryer

6. Name the regions which comprised of the kingdom of Keladi.

A: Uttara Kannada, Dakshina Kannada, Kasargod, Dharwad, Hassan and Kodagu

7. Name the Keladi king who introduced land revenue reforms and what is it called as?

A: Shivappa Nayaka. It is called as Shivappa Nayaka’s Sistu.

8. Who translated the Ramayana into Kannada and what is it called as?

A: Chamaraja Wodeyar VI. It is called as Chamarajakoti Vilasa

9. Name some territories captured by Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar

A: Tumkur, Hoskote, Hassan and Chikamagalur

10. Name some titles of Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar.

A: Apratimavira, Navakoti Narayana, Maharashtrabhupalajalaripu and Raj Jagdev

11. Why was Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar given the title of Navakoti Narayana

A: He followed austere economic measures and saved a vast amount of Nine Crores of Pagodas.

12. What are the literary achievements of Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar.

A: He wrote a poem called Chikkadevaraja Binnapam. He also wrote Gita Gopala, Bharata and Bhagawata Seshadharma.

13. Name the minister of Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar  also  a famous author and name his literary works.

A: The minister is Tirumalaraya. He wrote Chikkadevaraja Vijaya and Chikkadevaraja Vamshavali.

14. Name the first drama in Kannada and its author and his patron.

A: Mitravrinda Govinda. It is written by Singararaya, Patronised by Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar.

15. Name the poetesses patronised by Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar and Name their works.

A: Sanchi Honnamma wrote Hadibadeya Dharma and Shringaramma wrote padmini Kalyana

16. Who is Lakshmisha? Name his book.

A: He is the greatest poet of Wodeyar Dynasty. He wrote Jaimini Bharata.

17. Write a note on the battle of Banavar.

A: It was fought in 1682. In this battle Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar defeated the combined armies of the Marathas led by Shambaji, Keladis led by chennammaji and of the Qutb Shahis

18. Name the temples built by Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar.

A: Venkatramana temple in Bangalore

Paravasudeva temple at Gundlupet and 

Shvetavaraha temple at Srirangapatana

19. Who fought the battle of Anevatti?

A: It was fought by the Marathas and Madakari Nayaka V, against Hyder Ali. In this battle Hyder Ali was defeated.

20. Who is Onake Obavva?

A: A heroic lady, the wife of the guard of the fort of Chitradurga. She killed several soldiers of Hyder Ali with the Onake (pounding staff). However she was overpowered and killed by Hyder’s army.
CHAPTER-1

Introduction to History

1) Mention any five definition of History?

A: Definitions of History: 
The word History has been defined differently by different writers and Historians.

One of the earliest definitions of history is given by ‘Aristotle’.  He defines history as a record of ‘”unchanging past”.

Thomas Carlyle, an English man defines history as the “biography of great men”.

E.H.Carr says History is a continuous dialogue between the past and the present.

HERODOTUS: 
Herodotus is a Greek historian.  He lived in the 5th century B.C.  He was patronized by Pericles, the king of Athens.  Herodotus wrote a book on a greeko-persian war.  The book was titled as ‘History’.  This book is the first book on History based upon scientific observation.  Hence Herodotus is rightly called as the “Father of History”.  He defined History as an enquiry.

ST.AUGUSTINE: 
St.Augustine belonged to the Church of Rome.  He is a church Historian.  He is the author of a book called “The City of God”.  He defines History as “a struggle between the good and the evil”.  The kingdom of Heaven, that is the church, is good and the sate (Rome Empire) is the evil.  St.Augustine says that the good, triumphs over the evil.

KARL MARX: 
Karl Marx is a great Historian, an economist and a statesman of 19th Century A.D.  He is the author of Das Kapital and the Communist Manifesto.  According to Karl Marx “History is a perpetual class war”.  It is a war between the Haves and Have nots.  According to Karl Marx in this class-struggle, the have nots emerge victorious. 

ARNOLD TOYNBEE: 
Arnold Toynbee is one of the famous Historians.  He is the author of the book called the ‘Study of History’.  In this book Toyn Bee, discusses at length, the rise and fall of 21 civilizations.  He defines history as the study of “Rise and fall of civilizations”.

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU:  
A great freedom fighter and the first Prime Minister of India.  Heis the author of Discovery of India and Glimpses of world history.  He difined History as “The progress of Man from barbarism to civilization.

JOADUNATH SARKAR: 

An Indian Historian of the 20th century.  He is the author of books The Marathas and the Mughals.  According to him history is a “Justification of providence, the revelation of a great purpose fulfilled in time”.  According to this definition there is an invisible force which guides man in his destiny that is god.
2) Give an account of the importance of History.

A: Importance of study of History:

As a social science history helps in building one’s personality and character.  It describes political, social, religious events etc., which are indispensable.  The following are the importance of the study of History.

1) As a subject of study, History teaches many lessons eg., Mankind had seen the disastrous consequences of the first and the second world war and thereby took measures to prevent  a third world war.  The UNO and international treaties and agreements signed among nations prevented the occurrence of a third world war, though it was knocking at the doors of every country till the 1990’s.  Infact one of the Historians Cicero by name called history as a Teacher.

2) It is said that history helps to understand the present better.  Burning issues of the world like, the Sri lanka crisis, the Israeli crisis and Kashmir crisis could be better understood by digging into the pages of history.

3) History inculcates moral and ethical values. The life and work of great philosophers like Socrates, Aristotle, Gandhiji etc., and of religious leaders like Buddha, Mahaveera, Prophet Mohammed, Jesus Christ, etc, and of Socio-religious reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Jyothiba Phule, Annie Besant, Swami Vivekananda and so on inculcate morals, ethics and values.

4) The study of history acts as a source of inspiration.  Past events inspire man to work for the betterment of people and country.  For eg: The great American war of Independence of 1775 to 1783 was a source of inspiration for the French revolution of 1789.  Similarly the freedom movement of India and the leadership of Gandhiji inspired the freedom movement in countries like Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Vietnam and South Africa.

5) The study of history enables a person to develop mental stability and mental discipline.  As a result of which one can anticipate problems and there by take steps accordingly.  For eg: The mindless provocation along the borders by Pakistan and Chinese troops, have kept the Indian force alert.

6) The study of history helps us to appreciate the achievement of all peoples irrespective of race, language, religion, region and sex.  As students of history we appreciate the wonderful movements of different periods for ex: The gigantic pyramids of Egypt, the wonderful Hanging gardens of Babylonia and the magnificent Taj mahal.  We also admire the achievements of great queens kings and conquerors, like queen Hatshepsut of Egypt, Queen Raziya sultan of India, King Ashoka of India and Julius Caesar of the Roman Empire and Hyder Ali of Mysore.

7) History studies the rise and fall of civilization.  The contribution of great civilizations like Egypt, Indus, Mesopotamia, Chinese the Greeks and the Roman’s are note worthy.

8) History is a laboratory for social sciences like politics, economics, sociology and anthropology and psychology.  History is nothing but past politics.  To understand the working of the governmental structure, the economy and the caste system etc., the knowledge of history is essential.  History is thus called as the Mother of social sciences. 

9) History enables us to understand language and literature better.  Most of the words in literature have a historical origin.  For Ex: words like Water loo, Magna casta and Phyrric victory.

10) History is the biography of great men, as said by Thomas Carlyle.  History gives a comprehensive understanding of the contributions of great men like Napoleon Bonaparte, George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Stalin, Mahatma Gandhi etc.,

3) Write a note on Periodisation of History.

A: The study of History is periodised into:

a) Pre-historic period

b) Proto historic period and

c) The historic period.

a) Pre historic period: Is the study of that period where written records are not available.  Hence cave paintings, stone tools and implements, skulls and skeletal remains of the pre-historic period are studied.  This period is essentially the history of pre-historic man ie., the stone age man.

b) Proto historic period: Is the study of that period where written records are available but undeciphered (not understood).  The only example of its kind is the Indus valley civilization.  The Indus script is still undeciphered.

c) The historic period: Is the study of that period where written records are available in abundance in different forms like writings on stone slabs, walls, pillars, metals, rocks, leaves, bamboo sheets, coins and paper.

The historic period is further divided into three periods namely:

1) Ancient 2) Medieval and Modern.

CHAPTER-2

Indus Valley Civilization (2300-1750 B.C)

Introduction:

The Indus valley civilization is also called as the Harappan civilization.  It is one of the four great civilizations in world history.  The other three are Egyptian, Mesopotamian and the Chinese civilizations.  The civilization flourished in the north-western parts of the sub continent comprising of Pakistan and the north western parts of Rajasthan, Punjab Haryana, Jammu and Gujarat.

Discovery, Sites and Date:

The Indus valley civilization was discovered in 1921 by a team of archaeologists led by Sir.John Marshall.  The first Indus valley site (place) discovered was Harappa in 1921 by Rai Bahadur Dayaram Sahyani and the following year in 1922 was discovered Mohenjodaro by R.D.Banerjee.  These two places are located in today’s Pakistan.  As Harappa is the first (Indus valley) site discovered the civilization is also called as the Harappan civilization.  In course of time several Indus valley sites have been discovered namely Chanhudaro in Pakistan, Kalibangan in Rajasthan, Lothal in Gujarat, Banawali in Haryana, Ropar in Himachal Pradesh, Munda in Jammu, Alamgirpur in eastern uttar pradesh,Rangpur, Rojdi and suskotada in Gujarat and Daimabad in Maharashtra, all in India.  The civilization is called as Indus valley because it flourished on the banks of River Indus and its tributaries namely-Ravi, Jhelum, Sutlej, Chenab, Beas and Saraswati.  The origins of Indus valley civilization dates back to 4000 B.C.  According to recent carbon-dating techniques, the Indus valley civilization flourished during the period 2300 to 1750 B.C.

Features:

The Indus valley civilization is the largest of the contemporary civilizations.  It was highly advanced and thus known for its unique features. 

Town planning:  

All the Indus valley towns and cities whether Harappa, Mohenjodaro, Kalibangan or Lothal were divided into two blocks namely:

The upper town and The lower town - the upper town inhabited by the upper class and the lower town by lower class.  The Harappans arranged their streets in grid pattern where the roads cut one another exactly at right angles thereby dividing the city into rectangular blocks.  The streets had a drainage system build with burnt bricks and the drains were covered with stone slabs or burnt bricks.  Every street also had a public well and man-hole.  Along the streets were houses, in rectangular shape and built out of burnt bricks.  The houses varied from small two roomed to a storied houses.  Every house had a courtyard, a well and a bathroom. Waste water from the houses flowed to the streets (with) which had drains.  The Harappan thus gave importance to health and hygiene which no contemporary civilization gave.

SOCIAL LIFE:

The Harappan society was divided into two classes.  An upper class comprising of kings, Princess, Priests, and Merchants and the lower class comprising of the commoners like the workers and the farmers.  The Harappan consumed crops like wheat, barley, peas and mustard and flesh of animals-like that of oxen, pig, goat and sheep.  The seals give us an idea of the dress of the people.  Both men and women used a two pieced garment an upper garment called the shawl and the lower garment called 

dhoti.  The Harappan women beautified themselves by painting their faces and lips.  Both men and women used ornaments like ear-rings, anklets and bangles.

ECONOMIC LIFE:

Agriculture was the back-bone of Indus economy.  River Indus which flooded annually deposited alluvial soil on its bank which helped in the cultivation of wheat, barley, rice, peas and sesame.  The Indus people were the first to produced cotton. Small dams were constructed for storing water.  Food grains were stored in granaries.  At Harappa is found “The great granary” in two rows of six each.  We also find granaries at Mohenjodaro and kalibagan.  Animals like the humped bull, asses, goats and sheep were domesticated.  The Indus people carried on a brisk trade-Trade within the Indus cultural zone and trade with the foreign regions for ex: copper was imported from Rajasthan, Silver from Afghanistan.  The Mesopotamian records speak of trading stations between India and Mesopotamia namely Bahrain and Oman.  Weaving, boat-making, brick making and pottery were the other occupations that were followed.  The Indus people produced their own pottery, painted red-ware with black designs, seal-making was an important occupation.  Nearly 2000 seals have been found, they are made out of steatite i.e., white chalk powder.  The seals are square in shape with pictures of animals and humans.  Making terracotta figures was also an occupation.  Terracotta is fired baked earthen clay from which were made toys and figures of animals and humans. 

RELIGION:

The seals terracotta figurines of the Indus valley civilization throw light on the religious life.  In one of the terracotta figurines a plant is shown growing out of an embryo of a woman.  This indicates that the Harappans worshipped mother goodness.  The most important seal is that of the three horned deity seated crossed legged with one foot upon the other in a yogic posture surrounded by animals like elephant, rhino, tiger and buffalo.  John Marshall an archeologist called it as ‘PROTO SHIVA”. The deity is ‘Pashupati mahadeva’ – Lord of animals.  This seal was found at Mohenjodero.  The Harappan also worshipped Phallus cylindrical objects.  The pipal tree and humped bull were also worshipped.  However till now, no temple of the Harappans has been discovered.  The sculpture of a bearded man from Mohenjodero indicates that there must have been a class of priests.

SCRIPT: 

The Indus people used a pictographic script, were each picture stood for some sound, idea or object.  There are some 450 pictographs, these pictographs are found on the seals (the seals were used by the Harappans to indicate the ownership of property), until now the Indus script is undeciphered.  Hence we have no idea as to who the Harappans are and which was their language.

ART AND ARCHITECTURE:

The art and architecture of the Indus valley civilization was utilitarian.  At Mohenjodero is found the remains of a very big house perhaps a palace.  Houses were constructed out of burnt bricks.  There were two storeyed houses.  The most magnificent piece of architecture is ‘The Great Bath found at Mohenjodaro.  The great bath resembles a swimming pool with a gallery.  A flight of steps on either side led to the great bath.  Neat the great bath, there was a well for draining water.  It is believed that the great bath served the purpose of ritual bathing, which was so important in ancient times.  This structure was constructed with the help of burnt bricks.  At Harappa is found the ‘Great Granary’ which consists of two rows of six each.  The granaries were used for storing grains.  At Lothal is found the dockyard which is also built of burnt bricks.  It served as the port of the Harappans.  The Harappans made beautiful sculptures.  The sculpture of a priest of Mohenjodaro can be mentioned.  The most beautiful sculpture is that of the dancing girl, in the nude, except for a necklace around her neck found in Harappa.  The Indus people made beautiful pots which were painted red with black designs.  Seals and terracotta figurines are the other artistic creations of the Indus valley civilization. 

RACE:

From the skulls and skeletons exhumed the Indus valley civilization seems to have had people of diverse races-Mediterranean, Mongoloid, Proto-Astroloid and later the Aryans.  But the most predominant race was the Mediterranean.  

The End:

Around 1750 B.C the civilization suddenly came to an end.  Several factors seem to have contributed for the civilization coming to an end:

1) It is believed that earthquakes caused changes in the direction of the rivers, making the region barren or even flooding the towns and cities.

2) Some of the Harappan cities seem to have been destroyed by floods for ex: Mohenjodaro and Lothal.

3) It is believed that the outbreak of epidemic must have made the people migrate, making them begin life afresh.

4) The Indus people mindless used timber as fuel for burning bricks, leading to deforestation.

5) The most potent cause seems have to been the invasions of Aryans tribes from central Asia, little before 1750 B.C The Aryans seem to have subjugated the Indus valley people and later inter-mingled with them.

Thus various causes contributed to the decline of the civilization at different places, during different periods.

The Vedic Age (1800-600B.C)
Introduction:

The History of Vedic Age can be studied under two heads namely

Rig Vedic Age (1800-1000 B.C) and Later Vedic age (1000-600 B.C)

Around 1800 B.C a group of people living in central Asia called the Aryans migrated towards the east and the west.  The group that migrated towards the east settled in Iran for sometime and from there began to move towards India.  When the Aryans invaded India they encountered the Indus valley people, whom they overpowered very easily.  The Vedic Age is the history of these Aryans.

RIG VEDIC AGE (1800-1000 B.C)

The Rig Vedic age is also called as the early Vedic age.  The Aryans who subjugated the Indus valley people and later intermingled with them are called The Rig Vedic Aryans.  They lived on the banks of river Indus and its tributaries – Ravi, Jhelum, Sutlej, Chenab, Beas and Saraswati.  This is ‘Sapta Sindhavah corresponding to the geographical regions of eastern Afghanistan, Pakistan and the Punjab region.

It was on the banks of river Indus that the Aryans composed the Rig Veda which throws light on political, social and economic life of the Aryans.  The other Vedas namely, Sama Veda, Yajura Veda and the Arthava Veda also throw light on the history of the Aryans.

 POLITICAL LIFE:

The Aryans came to India in several tribal waves with horse driven chariots, swords and fire.  They were divided into several tribes like. The Purus, the Druhyus, the Turvasas, Yadus and Anus.  These Aryans were engaged in two kinds of war-fare, firstly they fought against the Indus valley people defeated them following which they became Dasyus i.e., slaves of the Aryans.  Secondly the Aryans fought among themselves.  One such fight is the battle of Ten kings fought between the Bharatas and the confederacy of Ten kings, in which the Bharatas emerged victorious.

The Rig Vedic Aryans followed tribal polity. The head of the tribe was called as “Rajan”- a Tribal king.  His duty was to fight the tribal wars, defend his tribe and perform sacrifices on behalf of his tribe.  The Rajan was assisted by an official called the “Senani” whose main function was to raise a militia in times of war.  The “Gramini” was the other official who performed civil functions.  There was also the ‘Purohit” – the royal priest who sought the blessings of god for the king and performed sacrifices so as to being victory for the king in the wars.

There were two popular assembles which performed legislative and judicial functions, called as the “Sabha and Samithi”.  They also acted as deliberative bodies.  The Sabha was something like an upper house and the Samithi a lower house.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC LIFE:

Initially the Rig Vedic society was divided into two groups, fair - Skinned Aryans and dark - Skinned Dasyus.  Later when the Aryans inter mingled with the Dasyus society comprised of three classes namely:

The Rajanya (Warriors)

The Brahmins (Priest) and

The Vish (Commoners)

Stratification of the classes was not rigid.  Marriage was monogamous, but polygamy was practiced.  Women were given education.  There were some well educated women like Vishrawara, Apala, Ghosha and Lopamudra.  The most important subject taught was the Vedas. 

The Rig Vedic economy was mixed Pastoral-agricultural which means a cattle rearing along with agriculture was the primary occupation.  Crops like wheat and barley were cultivated.  There existed internal trade.  Barter was the means of trade.  Carpentry, weaving, etc., were the other professions followed.

RELIGION:

The Rig Vedic Aryans worshipped natural forces like the sun, the wind, the fire and water.  These natural forces were anthropomorphically represented (conceived as human beings).  Thus the Rig Vedic Aryans worshipped Indra - as the war god.  It is believed that Lord Indra helped the Rig Vedic Aryans in fighting against the Dasyus.  Agni - was worshipped as the fire god who acted as a mediator between the gods in the sky and the performer of sacrifice.  Vayu - was worshipped as the wind god, Maruts, as the storm god, Lord Varuna was worshipped as the water god. It was customary for every Aryan to perform sacrifices so as to invoke the god and seek their blessings.  They also worshipped goddess like ‘Ushas’ who signified dawn and ‘Ashvins’ – the goddess of dusk.  Gods and goddesses were worshipped for praja (Children), pashu (Cattle) and for health.

LATER VEDIC AGE: (1000-600 B.C)

The second phase of Vedic period is called the later Vedic age which lasted from 1000-600 B.C.  The later Vedic age witnessed marked changes in political, social economic and religious life of the Aryans.  During this period the Aryans began to move towards the east, namely Kosala, Kaushambi and Oudh.   They thus inhabited the upper gangetic area. Towards the end of later Vedic age, the Aryans moved further east Anga (east Bihar), Magadha, (South Bihar), videha, (north Bihar) and they also moved south east, upto to Madhya pradesh and later after 600 B.C they crossed the vindhyas and entered Maharashtra, Northeren Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and finally Tamil nadu.

POLITICAL LIFE:

In the later Vedic period tribes gave place to small kingdoms like that of kurus, panchalas, Kasis and videha.  The kurus had their capital at Hastinapur.  The well knows kuru kings were parikshit and Janamejaya.  The Panchalas had their capital at Kampila.  The famous king was Pravahana and Javali.  The king became powerful and in fact king was called as representative of prajapathi (subject).  Kings assumed royal titles like “Rajadhiraja, Samrat, Veerat, Ekrat etc., They performed powerful sacrifices like Rajasuya (coronation ceremony), Ashawamedayaga (home sacrifice) and Vajapeaya-(chariot race).  King was assisted by his ministers like the samghritri (treasure) Bagadugha (tax collector), senani (military officer) etc., It should be noted that king in later Vedic age ruled over territories.  The two houses the Sabha and Samiti lose their importance. Gramani-head of the fighting unit and suta-Charioteer were known as king-makers.  Land revenue called Bhoga was collected Bali was voluntary offering to the king.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC LIFE:

Society was divided into four groups namely: Brahmins, Khastriyas, Vaishaya and Sudras.  This division was based on profession.  Brahmins functioned as teachers, priests and as perfomers of sacrifices.  Khastriyas were warriors, vaishaya were agriculturalists, traders and merchants and the sudras functioned as the servants of the first three.  These professions became hereditary and thus status was later given, on the basis of birth.  Thus came into existence the caste system.  The position of women declined, she had no right to education and no right to own property.  Similar was the position of the Sudras.  The age of marriage of girls was reduced. She lost her rights to take part in the proceedings of the sabha and samiti. The patriarchal joint family system was followed the eldest male being the head.

ECONOMIC LIFE:

With the Aryan migration towards the east and the south, the thick forests were destroyed and made suitable for agriculture.  Crops like wheat, barley and rice were produced.  Smithy and carpentry became important professions.  The later Vedic Aryans made their own pottery called as painted grey ware. The surplus agricultural produce led to the growth of trade and commerce.  Cities like Kasi, Kausambi, Rajgriha and Hastinapur came into existence.  Towards the end of later Vedic age pieces of metals called Nishka and Krishnala were used as coins for circulation.

RELIGIOUS LIFE:

The Rig Vedic gods like Varuna, Agni, Indra and Soma were relegated to the background and new gods like Prajapati (the creator), Vishnu (the protector), Rudra who later became Shiva became prominent.  The goddess also lost their importance. Sacrifices, rituals and ceremonies became elaborate and expensive.  The first three castes had to follow the Varna-ashrama-dharma.  The kings had to perform great sacrifices like the Ashwamedayaga, Rajasuya and Vajapeya.  The house holder was required to perform domestic sacrifices like Namakarna, Upanayana and Shraddha. The Concept of heaven and hell was developed and explained in the Atharvaveda.  Belief in the concept of Karma and transmigration of the soul came into existence.

VEDIC LITERATURE:

The Vedic literature written between 1500-600 B.C comprises of the following, The Vedas the Brahmanas, the Aranayakas and the Upanishads.

A The Vedas: The word ‘Veda’ is derived from the Sanskrit word Vid which means to know, acquire knowledge etc.,  There are four Vedas viz., Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur Veda and Atharva Veda.
i) The Rig Veda was written in 1500 B.C on the banks of river Indus by several priestly families. It is the oldest of the four Vedas. It consists of hymns, songs, of praises, suns to gods to be recited while performing Vedic sacrifices.  It also gives an account of political, social and economic conditions of the Rig Vedic period.  It consists of the famous Purushasukta hymn which throws light the origin of caste system.

ii) The Sama Veda, consist of hymns to be recited during the performance of soma sacrifices. It throws light on music.

iii) The Yajur Veda, is a book of chants recited while performing sacrifices.

iv) The Atharva Veda deals with hymns to ward off evils, bad omens etc.,  It was written in the Later Veidc Age.

B. The Brahmanas: They throw light on prayers and sacrifices.  They explain the meaning of sacrifices and the performance of sacrifices. For eg: Sacrifices and ceremonies relating to birth, marriage and prayers addressed to divine beings.  Some of the important Brahmanas one Aitareya, Kaushitaki, Satapatha and Chandogya Brahmanas.

C. The Aranyaka: They are forest texts which condemn sacrifices and lay stress on a life of morality, virtue etc., to attain salvation.  The Aranyakas were meant for hermits living in forests.  They lay stress on austerities for realizing the Absolute (God). 

D. Upanishads: The most important of Vedic texts are the Upanishads which like the Aranyakas condemn sacrifices and lays stress on a life of morality virtue, good actions etc., to attain salvation.  The fundamental doctrines of Upanishads is that “the universe is the Brahma” (God) and “the Brahmin is the athma” (soul). The Word Upanishad is derived from the root “Upanisad” which means “to sit down near some one” i.e., the pupil sitting near the teacher for instruction.  There are 108 upanishads totally.  Some of the important ones-The Aitareya Upanishads, Kaushitak Upanishad, Taittiriya Upanishad, Chandogya Upanishad and Kena Upanishad.

D. Among the other Vedic texts we can refer to the Srutis, Smritis and Vedangas.  The Vedangas are six in number-Shiksha (Phonieties), Kalpa (ritual), Vyakarna (Grammar), Nirukta (etymology), Chhandas (methics) and Jyotisha (astrology).

HINDUISM

Introduction

Hindu is derived from the word ‘Sindhu”.  People could not pronounce the word sindhu and so called it ‘Hindu’.  People who were living on the banks of River Sindhu and east of Sindhu are called as ‘Hindus’.  Later this place was called as ‘Hindustan”.  Hindu stands for geography and culture.  No founder for Hinduism.  It came up because of religious practice of the inhabitants gave rise to Hinduism.  Today’s Hinduism is 70-80% of Dravidian (South India) and 30-40% Indus valley of Aryans etc., It is called as ‘External religion’.

FEATURES:

i) Belief in one supreme god : Brahma has no form, no shape, no attributes, no name but is still worshipped like – Vishnu, Krishna etc.,

· He is the manifestation of all gods

· Believes that he created the world

· He is the preserver and destroyer.

· Belief in “trimoti”

· 10 avathars – ref to the back.

           These 10 avathars of Vishnu are called as ‘Dashavathara”.

ii) The Shiva’s put 3 horizontal lines on their forehead and the vaishavas put 3 vertical lines on their forehead.

iii) They believe in attaining moksha by four paths

a) Jnana Marga-through knowledge by reading the Vedas, Upanishads etc.,

b) Bhakti Marga-devotion single-mindedly to god.

c) Yoga Marga-self control – meditation.

d) Karma Marga-good actions,

           Salvation means-identifying your soul with god’s.

iv) Believes in the doctrine of karma and atman.

v) Belief in Varna Ashram Dharma: Following the profession of ones class or family.  The life of very Hindu was divided into four stages ie.,

a) Brahmacharya Ashrama: (1-25 years)

When a boy attains the age of 7,8,9,10 upanayama ceremony was performed, where he was called as ‘Durija” (twice born).  Then was sent to the ashrama were he learnt under a well learned Brahmin teacher who taught Vedas, Upanishads, Vedic grammar, phonetics and astronomy.  Here he was to beg food for himself and for the guru and also had to collect firewood and life was conducted in strict sense.  And once he attained the age of 25years he finished his studies and now is called as the “Snathaka” (graduate) and he received a stick from the guru and in turn gives the guru “gurudakshana” a cow.

b) Grahastanama Ashrama: (25-50 years)

He was to become a house holder raise a family and provide them well being and had to dead a moral life.

c) Vanaprastha Ashrama : (50-75 years)

After attaining the age of 50 he had to give up his family after providing them well being and go and live in the forest still the age of 75.   He had to lead his by meditating reading the forest text Aranayakas and eat wild fruits.

d) Sanyasa: (75-100 years)

After the age of 75 until he became 100 years he had to wear saffron clothes and sing holy hymns and beg for goof.

vi) Festivals celebrated by Hindus: Maha Shivaratri, Holi, Ram Navami, Krishna Janmastami, Ganesh Chaturthi, Dussera, Durga Puja and Diwali. 
Difference between Hinduism and other religion:

1) Religion - should have a founder

      Hinduism - Has no founder

2) Religion - should have only one scared book.

      Hinduism - Has many sacred books.

3) Religion - Anyone can be a priest

      Hinduism - Only a Brahmin.

4) Religion - Sacred texts are written in various language

     Hinduism - It’s written in Sanskrit only.

RISE OF NEW RELIGIONS (6TH Century BC)

Introduction:

The 6th Century BC is a period of religius movements in different parts of the world.  In china the movement was led by Confucious.  In Iran it was led by Zoroaster, In Greece it was led by Heraclitus and in India it was led by two Kshatriya Princes Gautama Buddha and Vardhamana Mahaveera These two princes wanted to bring about changes in the existing Vedic religion.  Later on there followers indentified themselves as belonging to separate religions, viz., namely Buddhism and Jainisim.n

Causes of the Rise of New religions:
1) Vedic religion is itself a cause: In the later Vedic Age the Vedic religion became complex. It was full of bloody scarifices, rituals and ceremonies and the common man did not understand the meaning of sacrficies.  Right from birth till death a house holder had to perform nearly forty Samskaras.

2) The Vedic philosophy like the doctrines of transmigration of the soul and moksha was beyond the understanding capacity of the common man.  The Vedas recommended several parts like the Jnana marga, Bhakti marga, Karma marga and Yoga marga to attain moksha. This was more confusing to the common man.

3) In the later Vedic age the society was divided into the four fold caste system, of Bhramanas, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras.  The Bhramana were given the first place as they had the knowledge of performing sacrifices.  The functioned as priests in temples.  They received enormous gifts but paid no taxes.  They were free from punishment.  The Kshatriyas were the ruling class.  They defended the society from the enemies.  But had to pay taxes to the Bhramins.  The Vaishyas functioned as agriculturists and as traders and merchants.  They were the main tax paying class.  But were given a third place in the caste hierarchy and were looked down upon by the Bhramins and by the Kshatriyas.  The Shudras were the servants of the upper castes.  They had to pay taxes to all the three upper castes.  A Shudra had no right to education and no right to property.  The Vedas say that a Shudra could be punished and slained at will.

4) One of the important causes is the rise of new agricultural economy in the later Vedic Age.  Cattle wealth was required for agriculture but oxen were mercilessly slaughtered for sacrifices.  The Vashyas who were agriculturists wanted cattle wealth to be protected and thus aspired for reforms in Vedic religion.

5) The Vaishyas who were agriculturists, traders, merchants and bankers were the wealthiest people in the society, but were given a third position in the castehierarchy.  Though they were the main tax paying class.  They were look down upon by the Bhramins and the Kshatriyas.  They thus looked for enhancement of their position.

BUDDHISM (567-486 B.C)
Gautama Buddha was born as Siddharta in 567 B.C in the Lumbini gardens in Kapilavastu (Nepal) His father Suddodhana was the chief of the Sakya clan of Kapila vastu and his mother was Mayadevi.  After his birth his mother died and he was brought up by his aunt Gautami.  Siddharta spent his childhoold and his youth with in the royal palace with the choicest of luxuries.

One day when Siddharta went out, he saw four signs namely an old man, a sick man, a dead body and a saint. Of the four signs it was the appearance of the saint which appealed to him the most.  Siddharta wanted to find out the cause behind the four signs and thus began contemplating.  In his 29th year on the birth of his son Rahul on fullmoon day Siddharta renounced the world.  He gave up his kingdom and his family and went in search of truth.  For the next six years he practiced severe penance and meditation giving up food and water.  In his 35th year after several days of meditation under the Bhodi tree (piple tree), in Bhodgaya Siddharta attained ‘Nirvana’ that is englightenment.  Hence forth Siddharta was called as the Buddha-The enlightened one and also as ‘Tathagatha’-one who found out the truth.

After attaining enlightenment Buddha preached for the first time in a deer park in Sarnath.   This event is called as the “Dharma charka pravartana Sutta” (turning the wheel of the law of dharma).  His disciples like Ananda and Asagi were the first to be preached.  Buddha preached in and around uttar pradesh and Bihar.  He died in 486 BC at a place called Kasi.

Teachings of Buddha:

Buddha preached in simple Pali language which was understandable to the common man- 

1) Buddha believed in four noble truths:

a) There is suffering.

b) Cause of suffering.

c) Suffereing can be ended.

d) By destroying the cause.

The Cause can be destroyed and one can become free from suffereing by following, the eight - fold path which is also called as the Ashtangika marga – Right believe, Right knowledge, Right action, Right though, Right effort, Right livelyhoold, Right attention and Right meditation. This eight -fold path is also called as the middle path, i.e., neither a path of complete materialism nor a path of complete asceticism.

2) Buddha believed in the doctrine of Nirvana which can be attained by following the eight fold path.  Nirvana is not death.  It is a stage ware a person becomes free from all desires and wants and thus doesnot suffer.

3) Buddha believed in the doctrine of Karma.  Birth and death is a result of Karma (unrighteous action).  By following the eight fold path one can become free from the cycle of birth and death.

4) Buddha preached non-voilence, not only againt humans but also animals.  He thus condemned sacrifices.  He was also against rituals and ceremonies of the Vedic religion.  His teachings were thus acceptable to the common man.

5) Buddha established the sangha that is the monastrey where the Buddhist monks and nuns called as Bhikshus and Bhikshunis, respectively resided.

6) Buddha was an agnoist he neither believed nor disbelieved in the existence of god.  He did not speak about God.

7) Buddha preached in simple language of the people namely the Pali language.

All these teachings of Buddha are found in the sacrted text of the Buddhists called Tripitakas, viz., the Vinayapitaka (Rules and regulation of the monastry) the Shutta pitaka (sermons of the Buddha) and the Abidhamma pitaka (Philosophical interpretations of Buddhism).

The Buddhist councils:

After the death of Buddha, four Buddhist councils were held. 


The First Buddhist council was held in 483 BC at Rajgriha.  At this council, the first two Buddhist texts were written namely, the Vinayapitaka which contains the rules and regulations to be obsorved by the bhikshu’s and bhikshunis in the monastery and the sutta Pitaka which contains the sermons of the Buddha.

The Second Buddhist council was held in 383 BC in Vaisali. At this council Buddhism split into two branches namely - Theravadins or Staveravadins and Mahosangikas.  The Theravadins believed in the original teachings of Buddha and did not accept gold as a gift while the Mahosangikas accepted gold as a gift, and thus deviated from tradition.

The Third Buddhist council was held in 250BC at Pataliputra.  It was convened by emperor Ashoka. At this council the third Buddhist text namely the Abidhammapitaka was written.  This text contains the philosophical interpretations of Buddhism. During this council Ashoka sent missionaries to different parts of the world namely, Afghanistan, West Asia, Central Asia, South East Asia, South India, and Srilanka.  He sent his son Mahendra and daughter Sangamitra to Srilanka.  Thus Ashoka transformed Buddhism into a world religion.

The Fourth Buddhist council was held in Kashmir in 82 AD.  It was convened by the Kushan king Kanishka.  At this council commentaries on the three Pitakas namely Vibashas were written.  At this council Buddhism split into two broad branches viz., Mahayana which means the Greater vehicle and Hinayana, the Lesser vehicle.  The Mahayana Buddhists considered Buddha as God where as the Hinayana Buddhists do not consider Buddha as god, but worshipped the symbols of Buddha like the Umbrella, the Bhodi tree, the Stupa etc.,

The teachings of Buddha which was simple and understandable and free from rituals and ceremonies became popular.  Buddhism was patronized by kings like Ashoka, Kanishka and Harshavardana.  Today Buddhism is popular in countries like Burma, Srilanka, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia and China.  In India a very small percentage of the population follow Buddhism. 

JAINISIM
Introduction:
The Origin of Jainism can be traced to the teachings of twenty four Tirthankaras.  The first Tirthankara is Rishaba, the twenty third Tirthankara is Parshwanath and the twenty fourth Tirthankara is Vajdhamana.  Jainism thus existed even before Vardhamana was born.

Vardhamana Mahaveera:
Vardhamana was born in 539BC in a village called Kundagrama in the Vaisali district of Bihar.  His father Siddharta was the chief of the Jnatrika clan of Vaisali.  His mother is Trishaladevi.  Vardhamana thus belonged to a royal family.  Vardhamana married a girl called Yashoda and begot a daughter Priyadarshini.

At the age of thirty Vardhamana renounced the world.  He gave up his kingdom and family and went in search of truth.  For the next twelve years Vardhamana practised severe penance and meditation and subjected his body to all types of punishment, by fasting in the blazing sun, in severe wind and in heavy rains.  Finally at the age of forty two while meditating under a sal tree, Vardhamana attained Kevalajnan that is Supreme knowledge-enlightenment. Here after he was called as Mahaveera-the Great conqueror and also as Jina-the Great Hero.  After attaining knowledge Mahaveera went around preaching in the regions of Bihar and Uttar pradesh.  He died in 467BC at place called Pava.

Teachings:

Mahaveera taught in simple language of the people that is Ardha magadi.  His teachings were simple and understandable.

1) Mahaveera was against the Vedic religion which was unintelligible to the common man.  He critized the meaningless performances of sacrifices rituals and ceremonies.

2) According to Mahaveera there are two things in the world.  They are Jiva and Ajiva.  Jiva is the consiousness and Ajiva the non-consiousness, standing for the living thing and non living thing respectively, Mahaveera says the Jiva suffers when it comes into contact with the Ajiva, that is the desire to posses a non living thing.

3) Mahaveera believed in the doctrine of transmigration of the Soul.  That is the cycle of birth and death, because of Karma-unrighteousness.

4) Mahaveera gave the Triratnas of Jainism namely right faith, right knowledge and right action.

5) Jainism belives in five principles-Asteya-non steeling, Satya-truth, Ahimsa-non-violence and Aparigraha-non-possession and Brahmacharaya-remaining unmarried.  The first four principles were given by Parshvanath and the last principle was given by Mahaveera.

6) Mahaveera believed in the doctrine of Nirvana, a stage where a person is free from the cycle of birth and death.  According to Mahaveera Nirvana can be attained by following a life of asceticism,  that is severe penance, meditation and subjecting one’s body to all types of punishment.

7) Mahaveera believed in the doctrine of ahimsa.  Jainism took ahimsa to the extreme, for the Jains even practicing agriculture resulted in violence as worms and insects got killed.  Hence the Vaishyas who became the followers of Mahaveera stopped practicing agriculture.

8) Like Buddha Mahaveera was an agnoist.  According to Mahaveera the world and all the things are subjected to the natural process of evolution, development, decay and death.  There is thus no hand of god.

9) Mahaveera taught in Simple language of the people, that is                    Ardha-magadhi which was understandable to the common man.

The Jain Councils:

The Original teachings of Mahaveera were written in the sacred text of the Jains called as the Fourteen Purvas.  After the death of Mahaveera some minor changes took place in Jainism.  As a result the first Jain council was held in 300 BC at a place called Vaishali.  At this council the Fourteen Purvas were replaced by Twelve Angas and the new text agreed for the wearing of white clothes by some monks.  The result was Jainism split into two Swetambaras and Digambaras. Swetambaras - those who wear white clothes and Digambaras - those who belive in the original teachings of Mahaveera and thus practiced nudity (nakedness)

The second Jain council was held in Vallabhi in Gujarat in 512AD.  At this council the Twelve Angas were rewritten and it was called as Twelve Upangas.

Jainism became popular in India as the teachings of Mahaveera were simple and straight forward and received royal patronage.  It was patronized by Chandra Gupta Maurya who not only converted to Jainism but also performed Sallekanavrata in Shravanabelagola.  King Kharavela of Kalinga was also a patron of Jainism.  In South the dynasties of the Gangas, Rashtrakutas and the Pandyas patronized Jainism. Unlike Buddhism which became popular outside India, Jainism remained within India.  Today Jainism is confine to some parts of India like Rajasthan, Gujrat, Hyderabad and Karnataka.

The Mauryan Empire (326-184 B.C)
Introduction:

The Mauryan Empire is the first great empire which covered practically the whole sub-continent.  It extended from the borders of Iran in the west to Bangladesh in the east, from Kashmir in the north to beyond river Tungabhadra in the South. For the first time fragmented India came under one political authority.  The Mauryan Empire ended Indias isolation with the outside world. With the beginning of Mauryan rule India’s chronology becomes definite. The Mauryan Empire remained in power from 326 to 184B.C Chandra gupta maurya Ashoka are the two powerful rulers of the empire. 

To study about the Mauryan Empire we have vast and numerous source.  The most important literary sources are Kautilyas’s Arthashastra in the Sanskrit language and the Mudrakshasa a Sanskrit drama written by Vishakadutta. There are also accounts of foreign travellers which threw light on the history of Mauryan Empire the accounts of Pliny, Strabo, Arrian etc., and the Indica of Magasthenes in the Greek language.

Ashokan pillars, the rock-cut monuments of Ashoka, like Chaityas, VIharas and the Mauryan palacesa are some of the architectural sources. The Mauryan coins also help us in studying the history of the empire.

Political History:

Before the Mauryans came to power North India and the Deccan region were ruled by the Nandas.  Around 326 B.C the rule of the Nandas came to an end.  It is believed that a person by name Chandragupta Maurya acting on the advice and guidance of his teacher kautilya overthrew the last Nanda king-Dhananda, Captured Patiliputra and ascended the throne.  This event marked the beginning of history of Mauryan Empire.  Thus, Chandragupta Maurya is the founder of the Mauryan Empire.

Chandragupta Maurya ruled from 326-299B.C, even before he founded the Mauryan empire he had freed north western India from the Greeks.  In 305B.C Chandragupta Maurya defeated the Greek military general seleukos Nikitor and a peace treaty was signed between the two according to which seleukos surrender the provinces of Kabul, Khandahar and Herat.  Chandragupta Maurya on his part gifted five hundred war elephants.  Seleukos even sent a Greek ambassador called Megasthanese to the court of Chandragupta.  There was also a matrimonial alliance between the two.

Towards the end of his reign when parts of the Mauryan Empire were struck by a severe famine, Chandragupta Maurya abdicated the throne in favour of his son Bindusara and migrated to Sharvanabelaloga in the Hassan district of Karnataka along with his Jain teacher Bhadrabahu, where he performed the Jain ritual of Sallekanavra i.e., fasting to death.

ASHOKA (273-234 B.C)

In 273 B.C Bindusara was succeeded by his son Ashoka, who is considered as one of the greatest monarchs in world history.  Ashoka was coronated in 269 B.C.   Practically the whole of the sub-continent had come under the Mauryan rule except the kingdom of kalinga in the east.  Hence in 261 B.C, Ashoka fought the Kalinga war.  It was a bloody war in which lakhs were killed and equal number injured and lakhs taken as prisoners and slaves. The misery, diseases and death which followed the kalinga war moved Ashoka’s heart, from a cruel, wicked and aggressive monarch, Ashoka was transformed into a peace loving king.  Henceforth he replaced Digvijaya by Dhammavijaya.

Ashoka and Buddhism:

Some years after the kalinga war Ashoka became a Buddhist.  He went on Dhamma yatra to the places connected with the life of Buddha-to Lumbini in Kapilavastu the birth place of Buddha, to Bodhgaya Buddha’s place of enlightment, Sarnath where Buddha preached his first sermon and so on.  He also installed pillars at all these places.  These pillars contain inscriptions of emperor Ashoka written in the Prakrit language.  These inscriptions call Ashoka as Devanam priya or Priyadarshi Raja (Beloved of the God).  These inscriptions contain Ashoka’s Dhamma-a set of values, morals and ethics in which Ashoka calls upon his subjects to respect one’s parents, teachers, elders, Brahmins and saints, to observe non-violence, not only against humans but also against animals, to respect other religions and to replace Digvijaya by Dhammavijaya.  It should be noted down that Ashokas Dhamma is not related to Buddhism. It was during his rule that the 3rd Buddhist council was convened at Patiliputra in 250 B.C.  At this council the 3rd Buddhist text called the Abhidhamma pitaka was written.  This council also took steps to propagate Buddhism.  Accordingly missionaries were sent foreign countries like Afghanistan, Greece and to Far-east and also to South India.  Ashokas son and daughter Mahendra and Sangamitra were sent to           Sri Lanka.  Thus Buddhism became a world region. These countries even accepted Ashokas dhamma, thus Ashoka became an apostle of world peace.

Ashoka’s Contribution to Art and Architecture:

Mauryan art and architecture is essentially the contribution of emperor Ashoka.  He was the first to excavate rock-cut monuments called chaityas and VIharas which are found on the Barbara Hills in Bihar, viz., Sudama and the Lomas Rishi caves.  Ashoka built stupas a cylindrical shaped monument built over the remains of Buddha or a disciplie.  Ashoka is believed to have built 84000 stupas.  The largest stupa is in Sanchi (MP), built by Ashoka. Ashoka installed pillars throughout the length and breadth of the Mauryan country.  These pillars give an idea not only about his dhamma but also about the Mauryan administration. The most magnificent pillar is the One at Sarnath Lour lions standing back to back facing four directions, North, South, East and West.  Among the others mention can be made of those at Rumindei, Lauriya, Nandangarh, Sanchi, Allahabad and Palaliputra.

In 234 B.C, Ashoka was succeeded by his grandson Dasharatra.  After the death of Ashoka the Mauryan Empire began to decline and disintegrated and came to an end at around 184B.C. The last Mauryan king is Brihadratha.

Administration:

The Mauryans established a highly centralized administration in accordance to the principles laid down in Kautilyas Adhrastastra.  The king was the central figure in the administration.  He was assisted by his councils of minister like the Pradhan (Prime Minister), Senapati (Chief of army), Dharmaadhikari (Chief Justice).  The Mauryan Empire was divided into provinces, district and villages.  During the days of emperor Ashoka there was a class of high ministers called as the Mahamatras.  The Mauryans established a standing army which consisted of infantry, calvary, elephantry, chariotry and even a navy.

ART AND ARCHITECTURE:
It is in the field of Art and Architecture, that the Mauryans have left an indelible mark. The Mauryan art and architecture is mainly the contribution of emperor Ashoka.  Ashoka installed pillars throughout the length and breadth of the country.  These pillars are 40-50ft in height, cylindrical in shape, monolith and tapering.  The pillar is surmounted by a capital which has the sculpture of an animal like that of an elephant, bull, oxen or horse.  The most magnificent is the one at Sarnath which has a capital of four lions standing back to back facing four directions of the universe.  The abacus has the Ashoka chakras with twenty four spokes and between the chakras are a bull, a horse, an elephant and a lion. This is the National emblem of our country. The other pillars are at Lauriya Nandangarh, which has a lion capital Rampurva - a bull capital and Sankisa - a elephant capital. Below the abacus is found an inverted lotus.

Ashoka constructed a Buddhist monument called Stupa.  A stupa is a dome shaped monument erected over the remains of Buddha or a well known Buddhist saint.  A stupa is surrounded by a stone railing on which we find carvings which indicate the various event of life of the Buddha and also his previous birth stories.  The largest stupa is found in Madhya Pradesh constructed by Ashoka.  It is the famous Sanchi stupa.  It is believed that Ashoka built some 84000 stupas.

It was emperor Ashoka who built rock-cut monuments.  These rock-cut monuments are Buddhist Chaityas and Viharas i.e., prayer hall and rest house respectively.  Ashokas grandson Dasaratha also excavated rock-cut monuments.  These are found in Barbara and Nagarjuni Hills in Bihar.  The Sudama and Lomas Rishi caves were excavated by Ashoka.  Chaityas are rectangular in shape with an Assembly hall in the centre, rows of pillars on either side and a Stupa at the apse, all excavated out of the same piece of rock.  A VIhara is square in shape, with cells meant for the Buddhist monks to rest in the rainy season.

Emperor Ashoka built many palaces. Fa-Hien the Chinese pilgrim who visited India in the 5th century A.D refers to the Mauryan palace in Pataliputra.  Excavations at Kumrahar in Pataliputra have yielded an Assembly Hall.

The Mauryas produced majestic figures of lions, mighty elephants, stately horses and sturdy bulls which can be seen on the Ashokan pillars.  The figure of an elephant on the rock of Dhauli in Orissa is known for creativity.

THE GUPTA EMPIRE (3-6th Century A.D)
Introduction:

The Gupta dynasty is one of the several small dynasties that come to be established towards the close of the 3rd century A.D.  Later when the Gupta’s established an empire, large parts of India after a long gap experienced a semblance of political unity and stability.  Under the Guptas trade and commerce with the outside world flourished and thus the country experienced economic prosperity.  The Gupta rule marked the revival of Hinduism.  They were great patrons of language and literature and art and architecture.

POLITICAL HISTORY

Towards the close of the 3rd century A.D, the Gupta kingdom was founded by ‘Shri Gupta”.  The first well known king of the dynasty is Chandra Gupta I (319-330 A.D).  He initially ruled over the Magadha region. After his marriage with the Lichchavi princess kumardevi, he began to expand the kingdom towards eastern Uttar pradesh.   He is considered the real founder of the Gupta kingdom.

SAMUDRA GUPTA

Chandra Gupta I was succeeded by his son Samudra Gupta who ruled from (330-380 A.D).  The Allahabad pillar inscription written by his court poet Harisena, describes in glowing terms, his whirl-wind conquests. Samudra Gupta expanded the kingdom upto the Ganga-Yamuna doab and in the South the kingdoms of Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and parts of Tamil Nadu were defeated.  All in all he defeated 12 kings in South India, but the Southern regions were not annexed.  Later, parts of Mandhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and parts of Punjab region were conquered.  Even distant countries like Afghanistan in the West, Sri Lanka in the South, accepted the Supremacy of Samudra Gupta.

Thus it was Samudra Gupta who built the Gupta Empire.  Vincent Smith rightly calls him as “The Napolean of India”.

Samudra Gupta issued gold coins. He issued the veena type of coins and Ashwamedha type of coins. He patronized music. In one of his coins he his shown as playing the veena.  He was a poet and hence was called as “Kavi Raja”.

Samudra Gupta left behind a vast empire to his son Chandra Gupta II. Vikramaditya (380-413 A.D) who was a military general like his father.  Chandra Gupta II further took the empire to new heights. The Mehrauali pillar inscription found in Delhi near Qutb minar describes his military expedition. Accordingly Chandra Gupta II inflicted a crushing defeat upon Shaka Kshatrap King Rudrasimha and conquered the Shaka kingdom comprising of Gujarat and Saurashtra. The victory brought economic prosperity ex: the ports Broach and Sopara fell into the hands of the Guptas.

Chandra Gupta II extended the Gupta empire upto East Bengal and the supposed to have led military campaign upto Hindukush mountains in the North West. As a result of successful military conquests of Samudra Gupta and Chandra Gupta II the Gupta empire touched new horizons of history. Chandra Gupta II issued gold and silver coins.  He shifted his capital from Patlalipurtra to Ujjain.  During his rule the Gupta Empire was visited by the Chinese traveler Fa-Hien, who wrote book Fukuo Ki which helps us in studying the history of the Guptas.

Chandra Gupta II was followed by his son Kumar Gupta (413-455 A.D).  Kumara Gupta inherited an extensive empire which witnessed peace and prosperity.  Towards the end of his reign when the mighty Gupta Empire was shaken by Barbaric Hun invasions from central Asia, Kumar Gupta rose to the occasion and dispatched a huge military force, under his son Skanda Gupta who successfully repulsed the Hun attack.  Kumara Gupta was succeeded by his son Skanda Gupta (455-467A.D) who again had to face Hun invasions and the Huns for the second time were completely routed.  Thus the Gupta’s produced a long line of great emperors under whom the power and prestige of India reached its height.

After the death of Skanda Gupta, the Gupta Empire, disintegrated and came to an end in the 6th Century A.D.

Golden Ages of Guptas

The Guptas ruled North India from the Third to the Sixty Century A.D. The rule of the Guptas is called as Golden Age, because of the following factors.

1. The rule of the Guptas which lasted for a period of 3 Centuries, provided north India, a semblance of political renity & stability. The Guptas ruled the whole of north India. The frontier kings in the east & west & the kings of south & even the district king of Ceylon acknowledged the political supremarcy of the Guptas.

2. The Gupta Age is called as a period of Hindu Renaissance or as an Era of Brahminical Revival. The Gupta kings were the followers of Vaisnavism. The Ashwamedhayaga was revived. The worship of Vishnu, Shiva & Durga became popular. The concept of Dasavatra or the ten incarnations of Vishnu is attributed to this period. The vehicles of gods & their female counterparts evolved during this period. Epics Ramayana & Mahabharata were given final shape during this period.

3. Though followers of Hinduism, the Guptas followed a policy of religious toleration. Other religionists were appointed to high offices. Buddhism in fact was patronized by the Guptas. Stupas, Buddhist Monastries & Statues of Buddha were contributed.

4. Under the Guptas Arts received outstanding contribution. Paintings of the Guptas are found in Ajanta Caves, mostly depicting the life of the Buddha. Bagh Caves near Indore, Sittanavasal in Tamil Nadu & Sigiriya in Sri Lanka, also contain Gupta paintings.

Statue of Buddha at Nalanda, the seated Buddha of Sarnath, Copper Statue of Buddha in Sultanganj & the standing Buddha of Mathura are splendid.

5. It is believed temple architecture in north India began under the Guptas. Mention can be made of the Vishnu temple at Tigawa near Jubbalpore, Shiva temple at Bhumara, the Dasavatara temple at Deogarh are spectacular Buddhist shrines at Sanchi & Bodhgaya can be mentioned. Stupas of the period are found at Nalanda, Sarnath & at Mirpurkhas.

6. Sanskrit literature under the Guptas flourished. The Allahabad prashasti written by Harisena is in Chaste Sanskrit. The greatest literary figure is Kalidasa, the author, of Shakuntalam, Meghadootam, Raghuvamsha, Kumarasambhava, etc. He was one of the Navaratnas in the court of Chandragupta II vikramaditya. Among the other writers reference can be made of Vishakadatta the author of Mudrakshasa Sudraka the author of Mrichakatika & Bharavi the author of Kiratarjuneya

7. Science received a fillip under the Guptas. The greatest scientist & mathematician of India, Aryabhatta belonged to this period. He wrote Surya Siddhanta, Dasagitika & Aryabhattiya Varahamihra a scientist wrote Brihat Samhita. Brahmagupta also a scientist wrote Brahmaputa Siddhanta. He anticipated Newton’s Theory of Gravitation.

The Guptas had the knowledge of metallurgy. The Mehrauli iron pillar near Delhi, which is unrusted to this day substantiates this fact.

8. Under the Guptas India experienced economic prospertiy. The poets of Broach & Sopara carried on trade & commerce with the countries of West Asia, North Africa, Greece & Rome. The port of Tamralipti in Bengal carried on trade & commerce with the far-east. Spices, Cotton textile, Pearls, etc. were the exports, while gold & silver bullion were the chief imports. Economic prosperity made the Guptas issue gold coins.

Science:

The Gupta period witnessed scientific and technological progress.  Aryabhatta great mathematician lived during the Gupta period.  This mathematical work Aryabhattham and Suryasiddanta.  He was the first to use Zero. Varahamira an astronomer composed a scientific encyceropedia called Brihatsamitha.  Brahma Gupta anticipated Newton when he said that all objects fall to the earth.

The unrested mehrauli iron pillar inscription in Delhi indicates progress achieved in field of metallurgy.

Art And Architecutre:

It was the Guptas who were the first to built temples of gods like Shiva and Vishu.  The earliest temples are from Bitteraragona to Patiliputra.  The most well known people of the Gupta period is found at Deogarh.  The Gupta also constructed Stupas the most magnificent Stupa at the Dhemek, the Stupa at Sarnath, and Status of Buddha one found at Sarnath, Sultanaganj.  Paintings are found in Ajanta caves and Bagh caves.  There paintings show the events connected to the life Buddha.

The Delhi Sultanate (1206-1526A.D)

Introduction:

The Medieval history of India occupies a very important Chapter in history.  It is marked by foreign invasions of the Arabs, and the Turks.  The period from the 13th to 16th century A.D is called as the History of Delhi Sultanate.  The Delhi sultanate was ruled by several dynasties viz., The Slave dynasty, the Khilji the Tughluq, the Syed and the Lodi dynasty.  This period is known for the birth of Indo-islamic culture.

 The first Muslim invader of India is Mohammad-bin-Qasim: an Arab who invaded the Sindh region in 712 A.D.

The second Muslim invader is Mohammad of Ghazni from Afghanistan who led nearly 17 invasions against India between 1000-1027A.D.  

The third Muslim invader is Mohammad of Ghori whose desire to occupy territories in India led to the first and second battle of Tarain in 1191 and 1192 respectively.  In the first battle Mohammad of Ghori faced a humiliating defeat at the hands of the Rajput confederacy led by Prithviraj Chauhan the ruler of Delhi and Ajmer.  However in the second battle Mohammed of Ghori turned the tables against the Rajput confederacy.  Prithviraj Chauhan was captured and killed, following which Mohammad of Ghori occupied his kingdom.  Ghori appointed his trusted slave, Qutb-Ud-din-Aibak as the governor of his territories in India.

Slave Dynasty (1206-1290)

On the death of Mohammad of Ghori his governor Qutb-ud-din-Aibak became the ruler of his Indian territories.  With this event begins the history of the Delhi sultanate (1203-1526 A.D).  With this event also begins the history of the Slave dynasty whose founder is Qutb-ud-din-Aibak.  Aibak ruled till 1210A.D He constructed the Qutb Minar.  He also constructed the Quwatul-Islam-Mosque in Delhi which is considered as the oldest mosque in India.

Qutb-ud-din-Aibak was succeeded by Iltutmish (1210-1236 A.D)   He shifted the capital of the sultanate from Lahore to Delhi.  It was he who issued the coinage of the sultanate-copper Dam and the silver Tanka.  Illtutmish began the system of land grants called Iqtas. He established the group of forty Turkish nobles called as Turkan-i-Chahalgani.  He was followed by his daughter Razia sultan (1236-1240 A.D).  Razia suppressed all rebellions however her rise to the throne was not tolerated by the nobles.  Razia had all the qualities of a sultan unfortunately she was a woman.  She was deposed and killed in 1240.

Razia was followed by her brothers.  Around 1246 A.D one of her brothers Nasserudin - Mohammad becomes the sultan and ruled till 1266A.D

GHIYASUDDIN BALBAN (1266-1286A.D)

Ghiyasuddin Balban was the slave of Illtutmish.  Later he became the Prime minister of Nasser-ud-din Mohammad.  As a Prime minister he played a very influential role in the affairs of the sultanate.  In 1266 Balban killed his Sultan and thus seized the throne.

On becoming the sultan Balban began to place kingship on a high pedestal.  He traced his origin to an ancient Turkish hero Afrasiyab.  He formulated the Divine Right theory of Kingship according to which the sultan came to be considered as the representative of god on earth.  Balban even destroyed the group of forty Turkish nobles called Turkan-i-chahalgani which was established by Illtukmish.  Balban severely crushed the rebellions of Tughril khan of Bengal and even the raids of the Meos.

KHILJI DYNASTY (1290-1320A.D)

Around 1290 the Slave dynasty was overthrown and the Khilji dynasty, was establashied by Jalaluddin-Feroz-Khilji.  He ruled from 1290 to 1296A.D.

ALLAUDDIN KHILJI (1296-1316A.D)

Allauddin Khilji seized the throne from his uncle Jalauddin Feroz Khilji.  Allauddin Khilji is considered as one of the greatest Sultans of Delhi.  Before becoming the sultan he functioned as the governor of Kara.  Allauddin khilji brought new regions into the Sultanate-Marwar, Ranathambore,Malwa, Mandu, Ujjain, Jalore and a part of Gujarat. He sent expeditions under his military general Mallikafur against the kingdoms of Warangal, Dwara Samudra and Madurai, and returned to Delhi with the rich booty. Allauddin Khilji himself plundered the kingdom of Devagiri.  All these defeated kingdoms had to pay tributes to the Sultanate.

Reforms
The rule of Allauddin Khilji is known for several reforms.

1) Administrative reforms: The Sultanate always had to face rebellions. As a result the administration was inefficient. The rebellions were however severely crushed by Allaudin Khilji.  After much investigation Allauddin Khilji found at the causes of rebellions.

a) Concentration of wealth in the hands of a few.

The nobles, Governors and military officials were given large Iqtas and under who worked hundreds of soliders.  They thus could come together and organize revolts.

Allaudin Khilji took a bold measure and stopped the granting of all Iqtas and also withdrew those granted.  

b) Social gatherings among the nobles, which always provided an opportunity for plots.

The Sultan banned all social gatherings and marriages among the nobles.

c) Consumption 

Under the influence of alcohol, the nobles and other officials halited conspiracies Allauddin khilji thus introduced prohibition.

d) Lack of efficient espionage system.

Allauddin Khilji reorganized the spy system, by introducing a new class of spies called Barids and Munhis.

2) Military Reforms:  Allaudin khilji revolutinised the military of the sultanate.  He established a standing army. He abolished Iqtas and paid cash salary. He maintained rolls of the army which contained the names of soldiers and the number of horses maintained by the soldiers.  Corruption and malpractice were avoided by introducing the Dagh system, ie., branding horses.  He established the Ariz-i-Mamalik-ministry of defence.

3) Market Regulations: It is believed that if Allauddin khilji paid cash salary all the accumulated treasury would be get exhausted in a few years time. Thus to feed his standing army Allauddin Khilji introduced market regulations according to which the peasants had to sell their produce only in kind to the state.  The state fixed the prices of all the commodities.  There were separate markets for each commodity - food grains, cloth, cattle, horses, slaves etc., It is said that the prices of commodities never changed until his death. He established the ministry of DIwan-i-Riyasat, which was incharge of market regulations.

Sultan Allauddin Khilji was the one who established the Empire of Delhi Sultanate.  He is acknowledged as a conqueror and efficient administrator.  His Market regulations testify to the fact that he was a economist.  On his death in 1316, the Khiliji dynasty declined.

4) Land Revenue Reforms: During the ruling of Allauddin Khilji all cultivated land was measured, the output of crops assessed and land revenue was fixed accordingly at the rate of one half of the produce.  Land revenue was collected even from hereditary Hindu landlords like the Rais, the Ranas, Rawats, Chaudharis and Muqqadams.  Land revenue was always collected in kind.  A grazing tax was was also collected.

Tughluq Dynasty (1320-1412): In 1320, the khilji dynasty was overthrown and the Tughluq dynasty was established by Ghiyasuddin Tughluq.  He ruled from (1320-1325 A.D).  

Mohammed-Bin-Tughluq (1325-1351 A.D):-
Jauna khan succeeded Ghiyas-ud-din Tughluq, under the title of Mohammad-bin-Tughluq.  He was the most remarkable personality among the sultans of Delhi.  He was highly educated among the sultans.  He had the knowledged of history, maths, logic, medicine, literature, etc., As a crown-prince he led expeditions against Warangal, Orrisa and Bengal.

On becoming the sultan he captured the kingdoms of Kakatiyas of Warangal in Andhra Pradesh and Hoysalas of Dwarasamudra in Karnataka.

The Delhi sultanate thus became an all-India Empire under Mohammad-bin-Tughluq.  However very soon the sultanate began to disintegrate because of rebellions which grew everywhere during the rule of Mohammad-bin-Tughluq.
Reforms: Mohammad-bin-Tughluq had lofty ideals and initiated bold reforms:

a) Transfer of capital in 1327A.D: Mohammad-bin-Tughluq ordered for shifting of capital to Devagiri which was renamed as Daulatabad because Daulatabad was located at an equi-distance to every part of the empire.  The entire administrative machinery and even the people were ordered to move to the south.  However in 1335A.D, Mohammad-bin-Tughluq shifted his capital back to Delhi.  The people resented so did the officials and as a result of shifting and re-shifting several people died.

b) Issuing of token coins in 1329A.D Mohammad-Bin-Tughluq issued copper coins which were supposed to have the value of silver coins.  However the sultans failed to check counter feited coins in circulation, people hoarded silver and minted the copper vessels into copper coins.  Realizing his mistake Mohammad-bin-Tughluq withdrew the token currency but it was too late. Foreign trade suffered, as merchants were not ready to sell their goods.

c)  Quarsan expedition: Mohammad-Bin-Tughluq’s political vision embraced from Egypt in the west to China in the east.  He contemplated the conquest of Qurasan in central Asia for which he even recruited a standing army of 3,70,000 soldiers but later disbanded after a year when the treasury began to deplete.  This measure of Mohammad-Bin-Tughluq was resented by his soldiers, as they became un-employed.   It was also beyond the sultanate’s capacity to organize an expedition to Central Asia.

d) Taxation in Doab: Mohammad-Bin-Tughluq enhanced the taxation in doab, when doab was struck by drought. The officials severely punished those who could not pay the taxes.  The people left their lands and hid themselves in the forests.  Finally the sultan realized his mistake and introduced measures to help the farmers to take up cultivation.

After 1335 A.D Mohammad-Bin-Tughluq had to face a series of rebellions in the north as well as in the south which grew like dragons teeth every where.  The Delhi sultanate reached the heights of glory under him, but at the same time witnessed its downfall.  He died in 1355A.D.

Mohammad.Bin-Tughluq was followed by his cousin Feroz-Shah-Tughluq (1351-1388A.D) who in turn was succeeded by Nasseruddin Mohammad whose rule saw the invasions of the Mongol leader Timur-lang in 1398A.D. In 1412 the Tughluq dynasty came to an end and was followed by the Syeds.  The Syed dynasty was founded by Khizr Khan. The Syeds remained in power till 1451A.D. They were followed by Lodi dynasty, founded by Bahlul Lodi.  The Lodis ruled from 1451-1526 A.D.  The most important Lodi king is Sikander Lodi who made Agra as the Capital of the Sultanate.  In 1526 A.D the Lodi king Ibrahim Lodi was defeated by Babur in the first battle of Panipat which brought an abrupt end to the rule of Delhi Sultanate.

e) Qurachil expedition: Mohammad-Bin-Tughluq sent a large army to conquer the sub Himalayan-kingdom of Qurachill.  The army sent for the purpose was totally annihilated. However the campaign was not fruitless for the hilly tribe agreed to pay tributes.

Contributions to Culture:

Administration: The Sultanate was a Theocracy, as it was ruled according to the Shariat i.e., the Islamic law.  However some Indian administrative practices were adapted, like states share of Land revenue.  Hence it is called as “Turko-Persian-Indian” system of administration.  There was no law of sucession.  Divine right theory of kingship was followed.  The sultans were assisted by important ministers who were pillars of administration, viz., 1) DIwan-i-wizarat-the prime minister, the most important of all the ministers and also incharge of the Fiances of the State, 2) Diwan-i-Arz-the defence minister, responsible for the administration of military affaris, 3) Diwan-i-Insha-the minister incharge of royal proclamations, official dispatches and custodian of official records, 4) Diwan-i-Risalat-the minister incharge of religious affairs and also the chief judge of the sultanate, 5) Allauddin appointed a minster called Diwan-i-Riyasat, incharge of economic regulations.

The empire was divided into provinces called Iqtas administered by provinicial governors called Muktis or Walis.The provinces were sub-divided into districts called Shiqs, functioning under Shiqdars, districts were further sub-divided into parganas called taluks functioning under an Amil.  Villages were the lowest administrative units functioning under a Chaudhari, Rai etc., The main source of income was Land tax.  Allauddin khilji collected one half of the produce.  Zakat was a tax paid only by Muslims.  Jaziya was a religios tax paid by non-Muslims, mostly Hindus.   Allauddin khilji had established a standing army.  Turks, Persians, Arabs, Afghans, Indian Muslims and Hindus comprised of the army of Delhi Sultanate.

Language and Literature:

The Delhi sultanate encouraged Islamic learning and were also the Patrons of language and literature.  Literature was composed in Persian language.

The greatest literary figure was Amir-Khusru.  He is the first poet to adopt Hindu words.  Some of his important works are Tughluq-Nama, Tarikh-i-Aliai, Khazain-ul-Futuh, Devalrani.  The other poets where Barani author of Tarik-i-Firozshahi, Siraj-i-Afif author of Tubaqat-i-Naziri.  King Feroz Shah was the author of Futuhat-i-Ferozshahi.  Some of the Sanskrit literary works are Gita-Govinda of Jayadeva, Mitakashara, Samitha of Vignaneshwar, Rajatarangini of Kalhana and Prithviraja Rasau of Chand Bardai.

Art and Architecture:

The Turkish rulers of India i.e., the sultans of Delhi blended Indian and Islamic styles, to give rise to the Indo-Islamic style of atchitecture. The Delhi Sultans have left behind magnificent monuments in the form of palaces, mosques and towers. Qutb-ud-din-Aibak constructed the Quwatul-Islam-Mosque which is considered to be the oldest mosque in India and it is found in Delhi.  Another mosque the Adhai-din-Ka-Jhompra constructed by Qutb-ud-din-Aibak is found at Ajmer.  It was Qutb-ud-din-Aibak who began the construction of Qutb Minar in Delhi, which was completed by Iltutmish.   Alladuin Khilji constructed the Jamat Khana Masjid in Delhi and the Alai Darwaza the southern gateway of the Qutb Minar.  He also constructed the Hazar Situm a palace with 1000 pillars and the Hauz-khas, a tank in Delhi. Ghiyaz-ud-din Tughluq founded the city of Tughluqabad.  Mohammad-Bin-Tughluq built the fort of Adilabad Feroz shah Tughluq founded the city of Jaunpur and Fatehbad and built a fort in Delhi called Feroz-Shah-Kotla.

The Mughal Empire (1526 to 1707 A.D)
Introduction:

The Mughals succeeded the Delhi Sultanate. The Mughals were central Asian Turks who ruled India from 1526-1707.  The Mughals produced a long line of great emperors like Akbar, Jahangir, Shahjahan and Aurangazeb.  The greatest Mughal emperor was Akbar.  The Mughals were great patrons of language and literature, fine arts and architecture.

Babur: (1526-1530 A.D)

Babur a central Asian Turk was related to Chenghiz khan and Timur.  He inherited the kingdom of Farghana from his father.  He later became the king of Kabul. Babur’s desire to invade India led to a historic battle at a place called Panipat against Ibrahim Lodi the Sultan of Delhi, in which the sultan was defeated and killed.  This is known as the first battle of Panipat of 1526,  which ended the rule of the Delhi Sultanate and sowed the seeds of Mughal rule in India.  Thus Babur is the founder of the Mughal rule in India.  Following the victory Babur occupied the Delhi and Agra and was proclaimed as the Badshah-emperor of Hindustan.  Babur strengthened his position by defeating Rajput kings Rana Sangaram Singh of Mewar in the battle of Kanwa and Medini Rai of Malwa in the battle of Chanderi and the Afghans led by Mohammad Lodi was defeated in the battle of Gogra.  As a result of these battles, Babur became the undisputed masterof north inida.  He died in 1530. 

Humayun (1530-40) (1555-56):
Babur was succeeded by his son Humayun. He had to struggle against the Rajputs, sultan of Gujarat and the Afghans of Bihar.  He was completely defeated by the Afghan general Sherkhan in the battles of Chausa and Kanauj in 1529 and 1530 respectlively and as a result fled India.

The Suri Dynasty (1540-1555):

Following the defeat of Humayun and his flight Persia in 1540 Sher Khan occupied the Delhi and Agra region and thus established the Suri Dynasty, which remained in powertill 1555.  Sherkhan was now called as Shershah.

Sher Shah: (1540-1545)

Actually called as Farid was functioning as the Jagirdar of Sassaram.  He functioned under sultan Mohammad of Bihar and when the sultan died he asserted his authority.  Having established the Suri dynasty, Shershah extended the Suri power by conqering Sindh, Malwa, Gwalior, Mandu and Ujjain and suppressed a rebellion in Bengal.  He defeated Rajputs of Rajasthan.  He died in 1545. He distinguishes himself as an efficient administrator.  He divided his territories into different administrative units Sarkars and Parganas.  Sher shah made the army efficient by introducing the ‘Dagh’ system i.e., branding horses.  The most important set of reforms was in the field of land revenue administration.  Lands were divided into different categories based on the fertility of the soil.  It was measured with the help of a measure stick.  Based on these factors land revenue was collected at 1/3 rd of the produce.  It was collected in cash.  It was shershah who introduced the Mughal coinage.

After the death of Shershah the Suri dynasty declined.  It came to an end in 1555, when Himayun who was in Persia staged a come back and defeated, Sikandar Shah and regained the erstwhile Mughal territories.

Humayun ruled for a few months from 1555-1556.  On the death of Humayun, the Mughal territories were immediately occupied by Hemu the commander of Mohammad Adil Shah, of Bihar.

Akbar: (1550-1605)

On the death of Himayun his trusted servant Bairam Khan enthroned Akbar, the son of Humayun, on a hastily erected brick platform in the Punjab region and declared him as the emperor.  Under the guidance of Bairam Khan Akbar led his forces against Hemu who had occupied the Delhi and Agra region.  The result was the historic second battle of Panipat in which Hemu was overpowered captured and later killed by Akbar.  Thus the second battle of Panipat of 1526, in which the Mughals emerged victorious consolidated the Mughal rule in India after the Suri interregnum.

After the regency of Bairam khan, Akbar assumed the reins of administration from 1560 onwards.  Akbar wanted to establish a vast empire and thus began an era of conquests which lasted till 1605.  Malwa, the Rajput kingdom of Mewar and Marwar, Gujarat, Punjab, Sind, Kabul, Kandahar, Kashmir, Bihar, Bengal, Orissa a part of Ahmednagar and the fort of Asirgarh in the Deccan, came under his authority. He defeated Ranapratap singh of Mewar in the battle of Haldighat in 1576. Thus Akbar is considered the ‘Builder of the Mughal Empire in India’.

Akbar’s Religious policy:

In the interest of the Mughal Empire Akbar won over the Rajput kingdoms by following a policy of conciliation. He abolished the Jaziya (religions tax on Hindus) and the pilgrim taxes paid by the Hindus.  He applied the tilak on his forehead.  He took part in Hindu festivals like Dashera and Diwali. He also   began the policy of intermarriage with the Rajputs.  The Rajput princes were given high positions in the Mughal court for eg: Raja Mansingh and Raja Bhagwan Das. Akbar was known for his religious tolerance.  He established the Ibadat Khana (Hall of worship) at Fotehpur sikri.  Here leaders of all Faiths converged and held religious discussions.  Akbar realized that all the religions preached the same.  As a result he founded a new religion called Din-e-ilahi.

Akbar’s administration:

It was Akbar who organized the Mughal administration.  He divided his empire into 15 provinces called Subhas each of which of was administered by a provincial governor Sabhadar.  An important aspect of Akbar’s administration is the mansabdari system which was a military system and a civil system.  Mansabdar was the holder of a rank.  The rank ranged from a low of 10 to a high of 10,000 later increased to 12,000.  Every Mansabdar had to maintain the number of troops according to his rank.  The Mansabdar was given a tract of land called Jagir, the income from which was to be utilized for maintaining himself and his army.  On the death of the Mansabdar, his Jagir was taken over by the State.  Akbar’s rule is known for land revenue reforms introduced by his revenue ministre Raja Todarmal.  Land revenue was fixed on the basis of prices that prevailed during the preceding ten years.  Hence it came to be called as Dahsala or Ten years revenue settlement. 1/3 of the gross produce was collected as land revenue.

Akbar’s contribution to literature, art and architecture:

Akbar was a patron of language and literature he patronized Abul Fazal who wrote the biography of Akbar called Akbar-Nama.  Akbar’s court poet was Abul Faizi.

Akbar made Fatehpur sikri as his capital which was beautified with monuments like the Buland Darwaza, Jami Masjid, Birbal house etc.,   On the death of Akbar in 1605, his son Jahangir ascended the throne and ruled from 1605-1627A.D.  He won over the kingdom of Mewar but he lost Kandhar.  In the later stages Jahangir entrusted the Mughal administration to his wife Noor-Jahan.  Jahangir was followed by his son Shah Jahan who ruled till 1657 A.D, Shah Jahan occupied the kingdom of Ahmednagar. kandhar was reconquered and lost once and  for all.  It was shah Jahan who constructed the Taj mahal at Agra which is considered as one of the architectural wonders of the world.  It was constructed as a mark of love for his beautiful wife Mumtaz.

Aurangezeb (1657-1707 A.D)

Aurangezeb seized the Mughal throne from his father Shah Jahan. Terriortories in the north east like Assam and Coach-Behar were annexed by Aurangezeb. In 1682, he came to the Deccan to realize his objective of suppressing the Marathas and occupying the kingdoms of Adil Shahis of Bijapur and the Qutb shahis of Golconda.  In 1686 Aurangzeb captured Bijapur and in 1687 he captured Golconda. After defeating and killing the Maratha king Shambaji in 1689, Aurangezeb’s dream of occupying the Maratha country was realized, but it was short lived, because the Marathas began a war against Aurangezeb and Maratha forts and territories frequently changed hands between Aurangezeb and the Marathas.  Thus Aurangezeb’s Deccan policy was a complete failure.  However the kingdom of Adil shahis of Bijapur and that of Qutb-shahis of Golconda were annexed.

Aurangezeb was a staunch follower of Islam.  His religious policy alienated the Hindus.  He reimposed the Jaziya and the pilgrim tax and forcibly converted the defeated subjects to Islam.  He also introduced the policy of temple destruction. For eg: Temples of Somnath and Haridwar were destroyed.  He abolished the use of kalima on the Mughal coins lest it would be polluted. He also abolished gambling and prostitution and called India as the land of infidels which had to be converted in to the land of Islam.

On the death of Aurangazeb in 1707 the mighty mughal empire began to decline and disintegrate.  The Later Mughals who came after Aurangazeb ruled till 1857 like Bahadur shah I, Faurukh-siyar, Mohammad Shah Rangeela etc., are called as petticoat kings.  Following the revolt of 1857, the last Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar was captured and deported to Rangoon by the British.  This event brought to an end the history of the Mughal Empire in India.

Administration:

The Mughal emperor was called as Padshah, he was a despot.  The Mughals did not follow any general law of succession.  The vast Mughal Empire which practically comprised of the whole of North India, large parts of the North West and Deccan region was divided into 21 provinces during the days of Aurangezeb.  The provinces were called as Subha each administered by a provincial governor called ‘Subhadar’. The province was sub-divided into districts called Sarkars each looked after by an official called Shiqdar. The Sarkars were further sub-divided into groups of villages called Parganas functioning under a village headman.  The Mughal emperor was assisted by ministers like Wakil-P.M, Mir Bakshi-Pay master general of army, Khan-i-Zaman-incharge of the royal house hold etc., An important aspect of the mughal administration is the Mansabdari system introduced by Akbar.  It was a system which looked after military and civil administration.  The Mansabdar had to maintain the number of troops which was required of his rank. The ranks ranged from a low of 10 to a high of 10,000 troops, later increased to 12,000.  Every Mansabdar was given a track of land for maintaining his troops   and himself called Jagir.  The land revenue administration of the Mughals was based on Akbar’s revenue minister Raja Todarmal.  Accordingly several factors like measurement of land, fertility of the soil, output of the crop and the average yield of the previous ten years were taken into consideration.  This is called as the Dahsala system.  The revenue collected was at the rate of 1/3 of the produce.  The Mughals maintained a very efficient army which comprised of different wings like infantry, Calvary, elephantry and artillery.

Contributions to Culture:

Language and Literature:

The Mughals encouraged language and literature in the Persian language and in the native language as well.  Babur the founder of the Mughal Empire wrote his autobiography called Baburnama in Turki.  Akbar’s court poet was Faizi. Akbar patronized Abul Fazal, the author of Akbar’s biography called Ain-i-Akbari. Badauni was the greatest historian of the time.  He is the author of Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, Nizam-ud-din-Ahmed was the author of Tabaqat-i-Akbari.  Jajangir wrote his autobiography called Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri.  Abdul Hamid Lahori wrote Padshanama and Inayat khan wrote Shajahan-ama. Among the native ones mention can be of Rama Chaitra Manas written by Tulsi Das, Surdas the author of Sursagar and Sundar the author of Sundar Shringar. Badauni and Abulfazal translated the Mahabharath into the Persian language.

 Art and Architecture:

The Mughals were great patrons of Art and Architecture.  They have left behind magnificent monuments like places, forts, mosques and mausoleums.

Babur constructed a mosque at Panipat and at Ayodhya.  Humayun built the city of Dinpanah. Akbar beautified his capital Fatehpur sikri with monuments like Buland Darwaza, Jami Masijid, Bribal house and Panchmahal.  He also constructed forts at Agra and Lahore. Shah Jahan built the city of Shah Jahanabad.  The magnificient Taj mahal at Agra was constructed by Shah Jahan in memory of his beloved wife Mumtaz.  The Red fort in Delhi was also constructed by Shah Jahan.  Shahjahan also built the Jama masjid in Delhi and the Moti Masjid in Agra. Sher Shah Constructred the Puranaquila, in Delhi where a mosque is found.

Fine arts like paintings and music were also encouraged by the Mughals. Jahangir was greatest patron of painting.  Some of the well known painters are Abdus-samad, Farrukha-Beg, Dasawanth, Basawan etc., All the Mughal emperors encouraged Music. Abul Fazal says there were 36 singers in Akbar’s court, the most famous being Mian Tansen of Gwalior.  Baz Bahadur of Malwa was a famous musician of the time.  Emperor Shahjahan was a great patron of Music.

The Rashtrakutas of Malkhed   8th - 10th Century A.D
Introduction:

The Rashtrakutas of Malkhed succeeded the chalukyas of Badami.  They ruled for a period of more than 200 years from the mid 8th to the last quarter of 10th Century A.D.  The capital of Rashtrakutas is Malkhed, in the Gulbarga district of Karnataka.  The Rashtrakutas were aggressive kings bent upon the policy of expansion.  The Kingdom produced a long line of great monarchs like Krishna I, Dhruva, Govinda III, Amoghavarsha, Indra III and Krishna III.  The Rashtrakuta Empire comprised of the regions of Karnataka, Maharashtra, parts of Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and Andhra Pradesh and some parts of Tamil Nadu.

The Original home land of the Rashtrakutas is Latur in the Osmanabad district of Maharashtra.  The Rashtrakutas were initially the subordinates of Chalukyas of Badami.

Political History

In mid 8th Century A.D a subordinate chieftain namely Dantidurga defeated, Early Chalukyan king Kirtivarman II and declared the Rashtrakutas independent.  After defeating Kirtivarman II, he captured Badami.  This fact is borne out by the Ellora record of 753 A.D.  Dantidurga was followed by Krishna I who ruled from 756-72 A.D.  Krishna I conquered South Konkan.  The Gangas of Talakad and chalukyas of Vengi were also subdued.  The rule of Krishna I is important because he constructed the world famous monolith rock cut temple of Lord Kailsanata at Ellora.  Krishna I was succeeded by Govinda II (772-780 AD)

Dhruva (780-793 A.D)

Dhruva seized the throne from his brother Govinda II.  His interference in the question of supremacy over Kanauj led to the tripartite struggle.  His victory against the Gurjara pratihara king Vatsaraja in the battle of Jhansi and against Dharmapala of the Palas of Bengal in the Ganga-Yamuna doab resulted in the king of Kanauj Indrayudha accepting the suzerain power of the Rashtrakutas.  Dhruva’s north Indian campaign was in the nature of military expeditions.  He returned from his north Indian campaign with a rich booty.  On his return he over powered the chalukyas of Vengi by defeating king VIshnuvardhana IV.  Nandivarman of Pallavas of Kanchi was also defeated and elephants collected as tributes.  The Gangas under shivamara II who were in rebellion were subjugated and shivamara II was taken as a prisoner.  Thus under Dhruva the Rashtrakuta empire came to be acknowledged as All India Power.

Govinda III (793-814A.D)

Govinda III succeeded his father Dhruva.  Like his father he took part in tripartite struggle.  He defeated the Gurjara - Pratihara King Narabhatta II and Dharmapala of Bengal, in the battles of Jhansi and Ganga - Yamuna doab respectively.  Following which the king of Kanauj chakrayudha voluntarily submitted.  Thus Govinda III emerged victorious in tripartite struggle like his father and returned with a rich booty.

On his return he fought against the chalukyas of Vengi and installed Bhimasalki on the throne. Pallavas of Kanchi under Dantivarman were humbled. Shivamara II of Gangas who continued the rebellion was defeated again and taken as a prisoner.  The cholas, cheras and pandyas, voluntarily paid tributes to him.  Even the king of Ceylon acknowledged his supremacy. Govinda III thus took the Rashtrakutas to great heights and they continued to be recognized as an Ali India power.

Amoghavarsha (814-878 A.D):

When he was young, he was called as ‘Prince Sarva”.  He is also called as ‘Nrupathunga”.  He ruled from 814-878A.D. Amoghavarsha is considered as the greatest-Rashtrakuta monarch.  He was a warrior, an efficient administrator, man of letters religious minded and above all a man of peace.

Shivamara II the king of Gangas who was released on being imprisoned previously continued with the war of Independence and died fighting.  His successor Rachamalla I and Nitimarga I also continued the war of independence.  The long drawn struggle was brought to an end by Amoghavarsha by a matrimonial alliance when he married his daughter to a prince of Gangas.  In the east Amoghavarsha defeated the chalukyas of Vengi in the battle of Vingavalli and took the title of Veeranarayana and later the kingdom of Vengi was also won over by a matrimonial alliance.  Similarly, the kingdom of Pallavas was also won over by a matrimonial alliance.  Amoghavarsha was equally good in the field of warfare.  He defeated the Alupa king Vimaladitya and conquered Dakshina Kannada.

King Amoghavarsha’s rule was marked by peace and prosperity.  He took the title of “Veeranarayana” which indicates that he was a ‘Vaishnava’.  A religious minded monarch, he sacrified one of his little fingers to goddess Mahalakshmi when the kingdom was struck by a severe famine.  At the same time he practiced Jainism.  Jinasena was his Jain teacher.  Amoghavarsha is also acknowledged as a patron of language and literature.  His court poet Sri Vijaya composed the first literary work in Kannada called Kavirajamarga.  He patronized Mahaviracharya the author of Ganithasari Sangraha and Shaktayana the author of Amoghavrithi. He himself was a poet, he wrote Prashnottara Ratnamala in Sanskrit.

It was Amoghavarsha who made Malkhed (Gulbarga) as the capital of Rashtrakutas. His court was visited by the Persian traveler Sulaiman, who described the Rashtrakuta Empire under Amoghavarsha as one of the four great empires of the world.

Thus, it was under Amoghavarsha that the Rashtrakuta Empire reached the zenith of glory.  He took titles like Veeranarayana, Rathamartanda, Atishaya Dhawala etc., 

Among the important kings who followed Amoghavarsha mention can be made of Indra III and Krishna III.  After Krishna III, the Rashtrakuta Empire declined and dis-integrated.  The last Rashtrakuta king was Indra IV.  The Rashtrakutas were succeeded by Chalukyas of Kalyan in the last quarter of 10th Century A.D.

Contribution to Culture:

Religion:

The royal emblem of Rashtrakutas is ‘Garuda” – eagle, the vehicle of ‘Lord Vishnu’, by which we conclude that Rashtrakutas followed Vaishnavism.  Veeranarayana, one of the titles of Amoghavarsha and Amoghavarsha sacrificing one of his little fingers to goddess Mahalakshmi further strengthens the fact that Rashtrakutas were Vaishnavas. The other Vedic sect Shaivism was also patronized. For ex: Krishna I constructed the famous Kailsanatha temple at Ellora.  Jainism also received royal patronage.  Jain Basadis were constructed and Sravanabelagola was a Jain center.  Amoghavarsha practiced Jainism says his Jain teacher Jinasena.  Buddhism continued to exist in some regions.  On the west coast was practiced Islam by the Arab merchants.  Thus the Rashtrakutas followed the policy of religious tolerance.

Language and Literature:

Agraharas, mutts and temples acted as educational centres.  Medium of instruction was Sanskrit. Literature in Sanskrit and Kannada was encouraged.  Trivikrama, a great Sanskrit scholar is the author of Nalachampu.  Halayuddha is the author of Kavirahasya and Mithrasanjeevini. Amoghavarsha patronized Mahaveeracharya, the author of Ganitasari Sangraha and Shaktayana, the author of Amoghavrithi.  Amoghavarsha himself composed the Prashnottara-ratnamala, a drama in Sanskrit.  His Jain teacher Jinesana is the author of Harivamsha. Somadevasuri wrote a commentary on Kautilya’s Arthashastra called Nitivakyamrita.

It was during this period that the first literary work in Kannada came to be written that is the Kavirajamarga by Srivijaya, the court poet of Amoghavarsha.  The greatest Kannada poet Pampa belongs to this period.  He is the author of Pampabharata also called as vikramarjunavijaya and the Adipurana.  Pampa was called as Adikavi.  The other great poet in Kannada is Ponna the court poet of Krishna III, he is the author of Shantipurana or Shantinata charite and Jinaksharamale.  He was called as kavichakravarthin.

Art and Architecture

The Rashtrakutas of Malkhed have made splendid contributions to the art and architecture of Karnataka.  Temples of this period are rock cut and structured.  The most magnificent rock-cut temple is the monolith temple of Lord Kailasanatha at Ellora built by Krishna I.  The temple is 90ft in depth, 100ft in breadth, 150ft in length and 100ft in height.  The temple has beautiful carvings like Ravan lifting mount Kailas, Shiva and Parvati playing dice and Vishnu and Lakshmi listening to music.  The shikara is Dravida in style.  The temple has a detached Nandi Mantapa.  At Ellora we find other rock cut temples namely Dhumaralena cave temple, Dashavatara cave temple and Ravankakhai.  At Elephanta is found the famous Trimurti temple of Brahma, Vishnu and Maheshwara.  In Bombay is found the Jogeshwari cave temple.

The Rashtrakutas also built structured temples.  The earliest structured temple is the Brahmadeva temple at Savadi.  Some of the structured temples are the Settavva, Jedaragudi and the Ambigaragudi at Aihole, the Mallikarjuna temple at Ron and the Someshwara temple at Sogal.  Jain Basadis of the Rashtrakutas have been found at Hallur and Pattadakal. 

Administration:

Monarchy was the form of government and it was hereditary.  The crown prince was nominated by the king as his successor.  The feudatories rendered administrative service by paying tributes and by fighting the king’s wars.  The council of ministers called Mantriparishad assisted the king viz., the pradhan prime minister or Chief Minister, the Mahasandhivigrahika-foreign minister, the Dandanayaka-Chief of the army etc., The Rashtrakutas divided the kingdom into different administrative units viz., Rashtras called as provinces, vishyas-districts, and Bhogas-groups of villages.  These were looked after by a Rashtrapati, a vishyapati and a Bhogapati respectively.  The village was headed by a village headman called as Gavunda.  Village assembles called Mahajanas goverened the villages.  The Rashtrakutas maintained a standing army of infantry, cavalry, elephantry and chariotry.

Socio-Economic life:

Society was divided into four principle castes namely Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, Vyshyas and Shudras.  During the period the position of the shudras slightly improved.  Women of the royal family were well-versed in fine arts.  The patriarchal joint family system was practiced.

Agriculture continued to be the primary occupation. 1/6th of the produce was collected as states share.  This was land revenue, the most important source of income. Copper mines existed in Bellary, Bijapur and Dharwad.  Gujarat was famous for textiles, Golconda (in todays Andhra pradesh) for Pearls and Malkhed for Jewels.  External trade was carried on through the Arabs of the west coast with west Asia, Rome and North Africa.  The important ports wer Broach, Goa and Manglore.  Gold coins called Suvarna and Dramma were in circulation.

The Chalukyas of Kalyana (10th - 12th Century A.D)
Introduction:

The Chalukyas of Kalyana also called as Later chalukyas are the successors of the Rashtrakutas of Malkhed.  Later chalukyas ruled from the 10th to 12th century A.D.  They made kalyan (Modern Basavan Kalyan) in Bidar district as their capital.  The Later chalukyas produced Great kings like-Taila II, Satyashraya, Someshwara I, Vikramaditya VI and Someshwara III.  The later chalukyas have made outstanding contribution to the cultural history of Karnataka especially in the field of Art and Architecture and language and literature.

Political history:

The kingdom came into existence in 973A.D when Tailapa or Taila II who was functioning as a subordinate of the Rashtrakutas rose in revolt against the Rashtrakuta monarch, Karla II, defeated him and declared himself independent.  Thus, Taila II founded the kingdom of the chalukyas of Kalyana.

Tailapa or Taila II ruled from 973-997 A.D.  The newly established kingdom was put on a firm footing by Tailapa by defeating the enemy kingdoms of the paramaras of Malwa, the cholas, the kingdom of Gujarat and the Silaharas of Konkan.  Tailapa was followed by his son Satyashraya.  He had to fight against the enemy kingdoms.  His court poet was Ranna, a famous poet in Kannada, the author of Gadhayuddha or Sahasabhimavijaya.  In this book Ranna compares Satyashraya to Bhima. The next important king is Someshwara I.  It was he who made kalyan as the capital of Later chalukyas. His rule was marked by mutual conflicts between the cholas and the Later chalukyas. His successor was Someshwara II who was defeated in the civil war by his own brother, Vikramaditya VI and thus lost the throne to him.

Vikramaditya VI (1076-1126 A.D)

Vikramaditya VI ascended the throne in 1076 by defeating his brother Someshwara II in the civil war.  He commemorated his accession to the throne of Kalyan by introducing a new era called the Chalukya Vikrama Era in 1076.  His rule for the next 50 years is a bright chapter in the history of Karnataka.

Vikramaditya VI organized three military expeditions against the Paramaras of Malwa.  He defeated the Paramaras and even installed a pillar of victory in the Paramara capital. The Paramara prince Jagadeva became his subordinate.  The cholas were also defeated and Kanchi captured.  The Eastern Chalukyas were subdued and Vengi was captured.  The Chalukyas of Gujarat were also subjugated.  The subordinate kingdoms of Kalachuris, the Silaharas of Konkan and the Kadambas of Goa were also forced into submission.  The Hoysala king Vishnuvardhana who raised the banner of independence against Vikramaditya VI suffered reverses in the battle of Halasuru and Hasavidu.  Thus, Vikramaditya VI protected and safe guarded his kingdom from the enemies until his death.

Vikramaditya VI was not only an empire builder but also a patron of language and literature and art and architecture.  His own queens like Kethala devi and Savala devi functioned as administrators.  His court poet Bilhana from Kashmir is the author of a long poem called Vikramankadeva charita in Sanskrit in which he describes in glowing terms the rule of his Master Vikramaditya VI.  His court was also graced by a medieval jurist called Vijnaneshwara, the author of Mitakshara samhita. King Vikramaditya VI was a patron of fine arts like dance drama and music.  His chief queen chandralekha was an expert dancer and she was given the title of ABHINAVA SARASWATI.  His military general Mahadeva constructed the Mahadeva temple at Itagi.  It was under Vikramaditya VI that power and prestige of the Chalukyas of Kalyan reached the highest watermark. He was given the title of Permardideva.

Vikramaditya VI was succeeded by his son Someshwara III (1126-1139) His rule is important because he wrote an encyclopaedia in Sanskrit language called the Manasollasa or Abhilashatirtha Chintamani.  It covers all branches of knowledge viz., history, society, literature, architecture, science, maths, fine arts, food habits etc., He was thus given the title of Sarvajna bhupa. After the death of Someshwara III the kingdom of kalyan declined and disintegrated. Feudatories like the Seunas, the Kakatiyas and the Hoysalas encroached upon the kingdom of Kalyan, by the close of 12th Century A.D.  The last king of the dynasty is Someshwara IV.

Contribution to Culture:
Administration:

Kingship was hereditary.  The king was succeeded by his eldest son and in some cases by his brother.  Under the later Chalukyas the sub-ordinates enjoyed much freedom.  They paid tributes and lent military service.  For the purpose of administrative efficiency, the kingdom was divided into provinces called Mandalas administered by a prince, a minister or a sub-ordinate.  Provinces were sub-divided into districts called as Nadus under an official called as Nadagavunda.  The Nadus were further sub-divided into groups of several villages called as Kampanas.  The lowest administrative unit was a village under a village head man-Gavunda.  Village assembles like Mahajanas, Okkalu and Samudaya looked after the affairs of the village.  In the task of administration the king was assisted by his council which consisted of the pradhan - Prime Minister, Sandhi-vigrahika - foreign minister, Dandanayaka - incharge of the army, Purohit-royal priest and Dharmadhikari -incharge of religious affaris.  The Chalukyas maintained an army consiting of infantry, cavalry, Elephantry and Charitory.

Socio- Life:

Society was divided into four principle castes-Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, Vyshyas and Shudra, though Veerashaivism opposed the caste system.  Women enjoyed a high position.  Women of the royal family like Kethaladevi, Sayaladevi etc., functioned as administrators.  The Hoysala queen Umadevi led armies to the battlefield.  The Chalukyan queen Chandaladevi and the Hoysala queen Shantaladevi were well versed in fine arts.  Women even composed vachanas.

Economic Life:
As regards economic life agriculture was the most important occupation.  1/6th of the produce was the states share external trade flourished.  Horses and wine were the chief imports.  Exports were spices and textiles.  Trade was carried on through the ports of Mangalore, Kalyan and Goa.  Trade and commerce and other professions were organized into a corporation called as guild.  There were guilds of weavers, betel sellers, oil millers etc., The later Chalukyas issued gold coins called as Dramma, Kalanju, Manjadi and Kasu, Mints existed at places like Savimale and at Lakkigundi.

Religion:

The Chalukyas of Kalyan followed the Vedic sects of Shaivism and Vaishnavism. A new religion called Veerashaivism became popular, under the leadership of saint Basaveshwara.  The Hoysala king Vishnuvardhana, a subordinate of the Later Chalukyas gave shelter to a Bhakti saint of Tamilnadu namely Sri Ramanujacharya who propogated Shri Vaishnavism.  Buddhism existed in some regions but was declining. Jainism was encouraged by Hoysalas. On the west coast was practiced Islam.  Thus, the Later chalukyas encouraged all the religions.

Language and Literature:

Under the later Chalukyas several literary works were composed in Sanskrit and in Kannada.  The important Sanskrit works are the Vikramankadeva charita written by a Kashmiri poet Bilhana, the court poet of King Vikramaditya VI.  It is a long poem in which Bilhana describes in glowing terms the achievements of his master Vikramaditya VI.

Vijnanseshwara, a medieval jurist lived in the court of Vikramaditya VI.  He is the author of Mitakshara Samhita.  This book throws light on the Hindu law of inheritance, traditions, customs, rituals and so on.  King Someshwara III composed an encyclopedia in Sanskrit language called the Manasollasa or the Abhilasha-tirha Chintamani. This book deals with all branches of Knowledge-literature, history, economics, sciences, arts, food habits, dress and so on.  Someshwara III was thus given the title of Sarvajnabhupa.

Some of the important literary works in Kannada are:

Jataka-Tilaka written by Sridhara Charya, Sukumara-charite written by Shantiraja and the Panchatantra translated into Kannada by Durgasimha.  The greatest Kannada poet of the period was Ranna, the court poet of Satyashraya.  He is the author of Gadhayuda or Sahasabhimavijaya in which he compares king Satyashraya to Bhima.

Ranna is also the author of Ajitapurana.  Ranna was given the title of Kavichakravartin. 

Art and Architecture:

The Chalukyas of Kalyana distinguish themselves as great builders of temple architecture.  The temples of Chalukyas of kalyan are known for the following features.

1) The Temples are built on a rectangular shaped platform.

2) The Temples do not have inner ‘Pradakshina Patha’.

3) The Mantapa and the Garbagriha consist of pierced windows.

4) Entrance to the temple is from the sides.

5) The Sikhara of the temple is Nagara -Vesara

The Chalukyas of kalyan constructed several temples.  The capital city kalyan itself consisted of several temples.  The earliest temple is the saraswathi mandir at Gadag.  The important temples are the Kashivisveshwara temple at Lakkigundi, the Malikarjuna temple at Kuruvatti the Jambulinga temple at Jalasanghivi and the Mahadeva temple at Itagi. Jain basadis were also constructed. We also find their temples at Gadag, Haveri, Hanagal etc.,

The Chalukyas of Kalyan encouraged fine arts like dance, drama and music. The chief queen of Vikramaditya VI, Chandraleka was an expert dancer.  She was given the title of Abhinava Saraswati. Books on music were composed like Sangeeta Samaya Sara, Sangeeta Ratnakara and Sangeeta Chudamani.

The Hoysalas of Dwarasamudra (11th – 14th Century A.D)
Introduction:

The Hoysalas of Dwarasamudra is one of the royal dynasties of Karnataka.  They ruled for a period of 300 years from the 11th to 14th century A.D.  The Hoysala kingdom is called as Hoysalawadi.  It comprised of the regions of Chikmagalur, Shimoga, Hassan, Mysore, Kolar, Tumkur and Bangalore.  The Hoysalas have made immeasurable contributions to the cultural history of Karnataka, especially in the field of language and literature and art and architecture.

Origin:

The Belur inscription issued by king Vishnuvardhana of 1117 A.D throws light on the origin of Hoysalas.  Accordingly there was a person called Sala, who offered prayers in the temple of goddess Vasantikadevi, everyday and then attended the classes of his Jain teacher Vardhanmana-Suddatamuni, in the Sosevur village of Mudigeri taluk of Chikmaglur district.  It is said that one day a tiger from a near by jungle was about to pounce upon the guru and the guru screamed ‘Poi Sala’ which means strike ‘O’ Sala and Sala instantly killed the animal.  Amazed by the bravery of Sala the guru rewarded him by making him the chieftain of Sosevur.  With the passage of time the word ‘Poi Sala’ became Hoysala and Sala and his successors were called as Hoysalas and the dynasty as Hoysala.  Thus was founded the Hoysala kingdom and Sala is considered as its founder.

Political History:

Sala is the founder of Hoysala kingdom. Sala ruled Sosevur in the beginning of the 11th Century A.D.  He conquered the hilly regions in and around sosevur and he came to be called as Maleporulgonda which means one who acquired the hilly regions.  Sala was followed by Vinayaditya who aligned with the Chalukyas of Kalyana.  The next king was Ballala I.  He was succeeded by his brother Bittideva.  

Vishnuvardhana also known as Bittideva (1108-1141 A.D).

King Vishnuvardhana’s original name is Bitti deva.  He is considered as the greatest king of the Hoysalas.  Before becoming the king he functioned as the governor of Gangawadi.

In 1116 Vishnuvardhana conquered eastern Gangawadi from the cholas and took the title of Talakadugonda. He commemorated his conquest by constructing the Kirtinarayana temple at Talakad and the Vijayanarayana temple at Belur.  VIshnuvardhana extended the Hoysala frontiers by defeating the Kongalavas and the Changalvas.  He crossed over the Niligiris reached the Tamil country and captured Kanchi and took the title of kanchigonda, and defeated the Pandyas of Ucchangi and conquered Nolambavadi.  On his return he colleted tributes from the Alupas and the Santharas.  These military campaigns of Vishnuvardhana transformed the Hoysalas to the position of a Kingdom.

Having made the Hoysalas strong and powerful Vishnuvardana raised the banner of Independence against King-Vikramaditya VI of Kalyan and even defeated the Chalukyas in the battles of Kannegala and Hallur.   However in the battle of Halasuru and Hassavidu, Vishnuvardhana was defeated.  Henceforth, Vishnuvardhana remained as a loyal feudatory.  However after the death of the king Vikramaditya VI Vishnuvardhana annexed territories like Hanagal and Bankapur.  But the Hoysalas were still not independent.

King Vishnuvardhana not only established the Hoysala Kingdom but made important contributions.  He introduced the Pancha Pradhan system of administration, i.e., a council of five ministers. Under the influence of the Bhakti Saint Sri Ramanayacharya whom he gave shelter, he converted from Jainism to Vaishnavism. He however did not impose Vaishnavism upon his subjects.  His chief queen Shantaladevi and his military general Gangaraja followed Jainism.  Vishnuvardhana was a patron of language and literature.  His court poet Rajaditya is the author of Leelavati a book on mathematics and Kshetraganita a book on geography.  Vishnuvardhana was a great builder.  It was he who constructed the Kirtinarayana temple at Talakad, the Chenakeshva temple at Belur and the Keshava temple at Somnathpur.  He encouraged fine arts.  His Chief Queen Shantaladevi was an expert dancer.

Thus Vishnuvardhana took the Hoysala Kingdom to greater heights, though he was a subordinate.  For his cultural contribution he came to be called as Vivekanarayana.

Vishnuvardhana was followed by his son Narasimha I.  The next important king is Ballala II.  He ruled from 1173-1220 A.D.  He extended the frontiers of the Hoysalas upto river Krishna.  It was during his rule that the Hoysalas became independent.  His court poet is Janna the author of Yashodara Charite.  

The last great king of the Hoysalas is Ballala III also called as Veera Ballala.  He ruled from 1290-1343A.D.  During his rule the kingdom was invaded by Malikafur, the military general of Delhi Sultan Allaudin Khilji in 1311.  Ballala III was defeated and agreed to pay tributes to the Delhi Sultanate.  In 1327 the Hoysala kingdom was again invaded by the Delhi Sultan Mohammed-Bin-Tughluq.  Unable to fight, Ballala III fled to Tiruvanamalai in Tamil Nadu from where he ruled the Hoysala kingdom. In 1343 Ballala III died and he was followed by his son Virupaksha.  His death in 1346 brought the Hoysala kingdom to an end, and Vijaynanagar Empire acquired the Hoysala territories.

Cultural Contribution

Administration:

The Hoysala followed ‘Pancha Pradhan” system of administration.  A council of five ministers namely:

1) Pradhan (Prime minister)

2) Sribhandari (Chief treasurer)

3) Sandhi Vigrahika (Foreign Minister)

4) Dhandanayaka (Commander-in-chief of army)

5) Mahapascahyita (Distributor of robes of honour)

Sometimes the number of ministers increased.  Thus there were other ministers like the Dharmadhikari-(Chief Justice) and the Sarvadhikari (supervisor of all departments).  The ministers were also called as Dhandanayakas.  The Hoysala feudatories like the santaras, sindas etc., paid tributes and rendered military help.  The Hoysala kingdom was divided into provinces called Nadus, each of which functioned under a provincial governor of the royal family.  Nadus were divided into districts called Vishyas, each of which functioned under a district, official Heggade. Below the districts were villages, the lowest administrative units, each of which functioned under a village Headman called Gowda or Patel.  Village assemblies’ performed local functions.  They were called as Praja, Samudaya and Okkalu.  Women of the royal family also administered the Hoysala kingdom. Queen Bommaladevi led the Hoysala forces during military campaign and Queen Shantaladevi governed the kingdom. In deciding civil and criminal cases ordeals were practiced.  However, the highest court of appeal was the kings court.   The Hoysala army known for its efficiency comprised of infantry, cavalry elephantry and chariotry.

Social- life:

Soceity was based on Varnashrama Dharma i.e., it was divided into 4 castes namely Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, Vyshyas and Shudras.  Women of the royal family enjoyed a position of honour.  Shantaladevi (queen of Vishnuvardhana) and umadevi (quen of Ballala II) administered the Hoysala kingdom.  Umadevi even led the Hoysala army to the battle field.  They made royal grants.  They were also well versed in fine arts.

Economic life:
Agriculture was the primary occupation.  Tanks and canals were constructed for agricultural improvements.  1/6 of the produce was collected as states share.  This was land revenue, the most important source of income.  The Hoysalas imported wine and horses.  The main exports were coconut, cotton and betel nut.  There existed a guild of craftsmen called as Panchalas.  The Hoysalas issued coins called as Haga, Kasu, Visa and Honnu.

Religion:

The Hoysalas were Jains, Sala the founder was a Jain.  Vishnuvardhana was a Jain but later became a Vaishnava when he came under the influence of a Bhakti Saint Sri Ramanujacharya.  Though a Vaishnava he encouraged Jainism.  His queen Shantaladevi and his general Gangaraja followed Jainism.  Grants were made for the construction of Jain Basadis. Shaivism and Buddhism were practiced.  Veera-saivism was also practiced. Thus the Hoysalas treated all the religions on an equal footing.

Language and literature:

The Hoysalas encouraged literature in Sanskrit and Kannada languages.  The two Bhakti saints Ramanuja and Madhava who lived during the Hoysala period wrote several books in the Sanskrit language. Madhava charya was the author of Rigbhashya.  Saint Vidyatirtha was the author of Rudra Prashna Bhashya.  The Hoysalas patronized a family of sankrit poets called as Vidyachakravatrins.  Vidyachakravatrin II was the author of Gadya Karna Mrita and Vidyachakravartin III was the author of Rukmini Kalyana.

During the Hoysala rule lived 3 great Kannada poets called as Harihara, Raghavanka and Janna.  Harihara was the author of Girijakalyana. Harihara also wrote Ragales.  The Most well known Ragale is the Basavaraja Devara Ragale.  Raghavanka was the author of Harishchandra kavya, Somanatha Charite and Vireshacharite.  Raghavanka also composed Shatpadis.  Janna the court-poet of Ballala II wrote Yashodaracharite, a Jain work. During the rule of VIshnuvardhana lived Rajendra-the author of Kshetra ganita and Leelavathi.

One of the well known Kannada poets was Nagachandra who is the author of Ramachandra Charita Purana also called as Pamparamayana.  It is a Jain version of Ramayan.  He called himself as Abhinavapampa.  He was patronized by Ballala I.  The other important works are Jagannatha Vijaya written by Rudra Bhatta and Neminatha purana written by Nemichandra.

Art and Architecture:

The Hoysalas were great patrons of art and architecture.  They constructed nearly 100 temples.  We find their temples at places like Talakad, Belur, Halebid, Somnathpur and so on.  The Hoysala temples have their own Characteristic features and hence belong to the Hoysala School of architecuture.  The following are the important features of the Hoysala temples:

1) All the temples have a Garba griha, a Sukhanasi, a Mantapa and a Mukhamantapa.

2) The Outer walls of the Mantapa and the Vimana are subjected to horizontal surface treatment.  The Mantapa has 2 horizontal divisions-In the first part there are carvings of rows of elephants at the bottom and above that a band of horsemen and above that carving of foliage.  In the second part we find carvings of the epics stories of Ramayan and Mahabharat followed by carvings of Hamsas. The Vimana consists of the same carvings and a third division with sculptural carvings of gods.

3) The Shikara of the Hoysala temples is pyramidical in shape but reduced in height i.e., a Kadamba vesara Shikara.

4) The Mantapas have pillars which are lathe-turned.

5) All the Hoysala temples are constructed on a very high platform which is nearly five feet.  This is called as Jagati which serves as the outer Pradakshinapatha. 

6) The Hoysala temples are constructed on a star-shaped platform.

7) The Hoysala temples have a highly engraved doorway and the mantapas have pierced windows.

8) Entrance to the Hoysala temples is from the mukha-mantapa.

The most important Hoysala temples are the Kirtinarayana temple at Talakad the Vijayanarayana temple Chanakeshva temple and Channigiraya temple at Belur.  At Somnathpur is found the Keshava temple and at Halebid the Hoysaleshwara temple.  We find Hoysala temples at other places like Arsikere, Tarikere, Belavola, Mosalehalli, Gadag and Bhadravathi. Jain Basadis were also built in the kingdom etc.,

The Hoysalas encouraged fine arts like dance, drama and music.  Queen Shantaladevi was a famous dancer and was given the title of Natyarani.

The Socio-Religious Reform Movements (8-12th Century)
Introduction:

The period from 8 -12th century A.D is known for socio-religion reform movements.  The movements aimed at reforming the Hindu society by freeing Hinduism from, bloody sacrifices, meaningless rituals and caste differences.  The movement began in South India.  It was led by four great Acharyas viz., Shankaracharya, Ramanuja, Madhava and Basaveshwara.

Shankaracharya (788 - 820A.D):

Shankaracharya was born at Kaladi in Kerala, in a Namboodari Brahmin family in 788A.D.  His mother’s name is Aryamba and his father’s name Shivaguru. Shankaracharya was a precaucious child.  At the age of seven he mastered various ancient texts like Sutras.

Shankaracharya desired to become a Sanyasi but his mother wanted him to become a grahasta.  Shankaracharya convinced his mother that he wanted to study further so he went in search of a guru.  When he reached the banks of river Narmada, he met a guru named Govinda Bhagavatpada.  Under his guru he studied the Vedas, Puranas, Upanishads and Vedangas.  Later he proceeded towards Badari in Uttar pradesh, where he met two other teachers, Vyasa and Gaudapada under whom he also acquired considerable knowledge.  After studies, he wrote commentaries on Vedas, Vedangas and Bhagvat geeta.  He also wrote several books like Ananda Lahiri, Saundarya Lahiri, Dakshina Murthy stotra Lahiri and Vivekachudamani.  He also wrote several devotional songs, one of them is Bhajagovindam.

He now expounded his own philosophy called Advaita Philosophy.  Advaita means non-duality.  He traveled across India from Kashmir in the north to Kanyakumari in the South, in order to spread Advaita philosophy.  During his travels he defeated his opponents in religious debates and made them follow Advaita philosophy.  He advocated the worship of Vishnu, Shiva, Surya, Ganapati, Kartikeya and Shakti, so he is given the title of Shanmata Sthapna Charya.  He also established four mutts (ashramas) in four different parts of India:-

1) Badari Ashrama in Uttar pradesh (North)

2) Dwaraka Ashrama in Gujrat (West)

3) Puri Ashrama in Orissa (East)

4) Shringeri Ashrama in Karnataka (South)

Teachings of Shankaracharya:

1) Shankara says the individual soul and the universal soul (Brahman) are one and the same.

2) Brahman (God) is Nirguna and Nirakara.

3) The world is Maya.  There is only one thing true in the world i.e., Brahman so he said Brahma Satya Jagamitya. Hence his philosophy is called Advaita.

4) According to Shankaracharya Moksha can be attained by merging the Individial soul with Brahman.  That is why he said ‘Aham Brahmashmi” – I am God.

5) Shankaracharya recommended either Jnanamarga or Bhakti marga or Karma marga to attain Moksha.

Ramanujacharya (1017-1137A.D)

Ramanujacharya was born in a place called Sri.Perumbudur near Madras in 1017 AD.  His parents were Kesava Somyaji and Kantimati.  Ramanuja was sent by his parents to study under a well-known Brahmin teacher Yadava Prakasha.  Ramanujacharya studied the Vedas and Upanishads under Yadava Prakasha.  He was individualistic and had a deep analytical mind.  Differenences of opinion arose between Ramanujacharya and his teacher and as a result started to study by himself.  Ramanujacharya advocated his own interpretation of the Vedic texts.  At the age of 16 he got married to Thangama.  Even after marriage he continued studies.  As days went on he acquired name and fame across Tamil Nadu.

The head of the Sri Rangam mutt, Yamunacharaya had heard about the achievements of Ramanujacharya in spiritual life.  He sent his disciple to Kanchi to fetch Ramanujacharya.  Yamuna charya expressed his desire that Ramanujacharya should be come his successor to the Sri Rangam mutt.  As per the wishes of his guru Yamunacharya, Ramanuja became the successor and thus became the head of the Sri Rangam mutt.  Ramanuja was a Vaishnava and hence his followers were known as ‘Sri Vaishnavas’.  His popularity began to increase among the masses. Ramanuja did not believe in caste system and untouchability and allowed eventhe Shudras to enter the temple. This resulted in Vaishavism becoming a popular religion. A large number of people in Tamil Nadu believed in Vaishnavism.  Vaishnavism grew and became popular at the cost of Shaivism.  The chola ruler Kullotunga chola was a strong believer of lord Shiva (Staunch shaivate).  Kullotunga began to persecute vaishnavas and orderd to kill Ramanujacharya.

Fearing for his life Ramanuja fled to Karnataka and remained there for nearly twenty years.  He sought shelter in the kingdom of Bittideva the Hoysala king. Bittideva patronized Ramanuja.  Now vaishnavism became a popular religion in Karnataka and thus Melukote became the centre of Vaishnavism.  Such was the influence of Ramanujacharya that the Hoysala king Bittideva who was a Jain converted himself to Vaishnavism and even changed his name to Vishnuvardhana.  VIshnuvardhana made grants to Vaishnavism and even constructed a temple at Melukote called as the Cheluvanarayana swamy temple.

When Kullotunga chola died, Ramanuja returned to Kanchi and began to function as the head of the Sri Rangam mutt.  He wrote a number of philosophical works viz.,  Vedanta Sara, Vedanta Sangraha, Sri Bhashya, Gita Bhashya etc., in Sanskrit. 

Ramanuja now expounded his own philosophy called Visista - advaita which means qualified monism.   He traveled across India porpogating the Visista -advaita philosophy.  He defeated his opponents in religious debates and won them to the Visista - advaita philosophy.

Teachings:

1) According to Ramanuja the supreme god is Vishnu. His consort Lakshmi also called Sri Arts is a mediator between Vishnu and the devotees.  Hence his religion is called as Sri Vaishnavism.

2) Ramanuja did not believe in Maya, which was advocated by Shankara.  He says the world is real, as the world and all things in the world are created by God.

3) Unlike Shankara, Ramanuja says god is not Nirguna, heis Saguna.  He has character and attributes.  God is omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent.

4) Ramanuja does not believe in the individual soul merging itself with the universal soul.  The individual soul which is created by God, is dependent upon God, as it has limited power and limited intelligence.  Hence salavation is attained with the blessings of God.

5) The Path to attain salvation is Bhakti.  The individual soul should become the servant of God.  Through Bhakti the invididual soul enjoys eternal bliss in the presence of god and thus attains salvation.

Madhavacharya (1238-1317)

Madhavacharya was born in a village called Pajaka near Udupi (in Karnataka) in 1238A.D. in a Brahmin family.  He acquired knowledge under his guru Achyuta Prakasha.  He studied ancient scriptures like the Vedas, Upanishads and Puranas under his guru.  In his childhood he was called as Vasudeva.  His teacher Achyuta Prakasha inspired him to become a Sanyasi.  On becoming Sanyasi he was called as Anandacharya or Madhavacharya.  He was considred as an avatar of Lord Vayu. He diferred with his guru, who followed Advaita.

He now developed a new philosophy called Dwaita philosophy which means Duality.  He traveled across India in order to propogate his philosophy and he defeated his opponents in religious debates and made them the followers of Dwaita philosophy.  During his travels he visited a place called Dwaraka (in Gujarat) where he purchased two idols one of Lord Krishna and the other of Lord Balarama and brought them to Karnataka.  He installed the idol of Lord Krishna in a temple at Udupi and the idol of Balarama in a temple at Malpe.

He wrote several books which expounds his philosophy.  He wrote almost around 38 books.  Some of these famous books are:

1) Bhagavata Tatparya Nirnaya

2) Mahabharata Tatparya Nirnaya

3) Mayavada Khandana.

Teachings:

1) According to Madhavacharya, the supreme god is Vishnu. Other gods can be worshipped but they occupy a lesser position when compared to Vishnu.

2) Madhava says that there are three things - Paramatma, Jivatma and the Universe.  Of these three paramatma i.e., God alone is Supreme and Swatantra (independent), Jivatma and Universe are aswatantra (dependent) because they are created by God.

3) Madhava does not believe that the world is Maya, as advocated by Shankara.  He spoke of five essential difference:

a) Paramatma and Jivatma are different

b) Paramatma and matter are different.

c) Jivatma and Jivatma are different

d) Jivatma and matter are different.

e) Matter and matter are different.

4) According to Madhvacharya salvation cannot be attained by merging Jivatma with Paramatma.  Jivatma is created and controlled by God, hence its power is limited.  Salavation can be attained when the Jivatma realizes its limitations and enjoys eternal bliss.

5) Madhava recommended the path of love and absolute devotion towards God, i.e., Bhakti to attain Salvation.

Basaveshwara (1132-1168)

Basaveshwara was born in 1132A.D in Bagewadi Taluk of Bijapur district.  He was born to Shaiva Brahmin parents.  His paresnts are Madarasa and Madalambika.  He received education in Sanskrit and Kannada language and became proficient in Sanskrit and Kannada.  He under went the Upanayana ceremony but discarded the sacred thread and became the disciple of Jathavedamuni. He studied the Vedas and Upanishads.

He tried to revive the Virashaiva cult, which had been started by the five acharyas-Renukacharya, Vishwaradhya, Panditaradhya, Ekoramaradhya and Marularadhya.  According to VIrashaivism these five archaryas are considered as the founders of the religion.  Basaveshwara was not the founder. He propogated Virashaivism.  It was only because of Basaveshwara that VIrashaivism became popular.  He was one of those great saints who rejected the artifical barriers of the caste system and propogated the spirit of equality among the people.

Basaveshwara went to Mangalawada and entered the services of Kalachuri king BijjalaII.  He was endowed with magnetic personality and profound knowledge and wisdom.  Bijjala II appointed him as the treasurer and minister in 1156A.D.  Basaveshwara married Gangadevi, the daughter of Baladeva his maternal uncle who held a high post in the Kalachuri Kingdom.  Thus he became a prominient figure in the political arena.  Basaveshwara served Bijjala II as the Prime minister, the Treasurer and the Commander of the army.

In his free-time Basaveshwara popularized Veerasaivism.  When Bijjala II shifted his capital to Kalyan Basaveshwara also shifted his activity to Kalyan, where he established the Anubhava Mantapam the, Hall of Assemly of Shiva sharanas.  Here discussions on Veerasaiva religion and spititualism were held.  Every person irrespective of his religion, caste and gender were welcomed to the Anubhava Mantapa and they were called as Shiva sharanas.  The discussions led to the composition of Veerasaiva spiritual text called as Sunya sampadane.  The shiva sharanas, i.e, Shiva Bhaktas like, Basaveshwara, Channa Basavanna, Allama Prabhu, Akka Mahadevi etc., composed vachanas i.e., simple sayings in Kannada, which preached morals, ethics and values.

Basaveshwara called for a casteless society.  He also advocated equality of all human beings irrespective of caste, creed or sex.  He encouraged inter-caste marriages.  He himself set an example when he got a harijan boy married to a brahmin girl.  The orthodox people opposed his move and also poisoned Bijjalas mind.  The king Bijjala in a fit of anger and confused state, due to pressure of the Orthodox group excommunicated Basaveshwara.  He went to a place called Kudalasangamadeva and merged with god.  Some say that he was killed by the warriors of Bijjala II.  The successors of Basaveshwara established Verashaiva mutts.

Teachings:

A. A Veera-saiva should follow eight rules:

1)  The supreme god is Shiva.  Shiva was to be worshipped in the form of Linga.

2) One should respect the Jangama-who is the veera shaiva religious teacher.

3) To respect the guru, the spiritual guide.

4) A Veera-saiva should smear his body and the forehead with sacred ash (Vibudhi) in horizontal lines.

5) A Veera-saiva should wear the Rudrakshi, with the sacred linga across the neck or across the body.

6) Veera-saiva should partake the consecrated food i.e., Prasada.

7) A Veera-saiva should drink the Padodaka i.e., he should wash the feet of the Jangama after worshipping them and sip the water.

8) A Veera-saiva has to offer prayers in the morning and utter the words of Panchakshara i.e., Om Namah Shivaya,

B. Basaveshwara advocated equality of all human beings, irrespective of religion, caste and sex.  Veera-saivism thus encouraged upanayana even for girls.

C. Basaveshwara was a severe critic of idol-worship, blind beliefs, Superstitions and rituals.  He opposed going to temples, pilgrimages and performing sacrifices.

D. Basaveshwara called for a casteless scoeity people of all castes, Brahmins, Sudras and untouchables who became the followers of Veera-saivism were called as Shiva sharanas.

E. Basaveshwara believed in the principle of work is worship, better said as ’Kayakave Kailasa’.  Doing one’s work honesty and sincerely is as good as worshipping God.

F. Basaveshwara believed in Bhakti marga to attain salvation, that is devoting oneself to Lord Shiva.

The Satavahanas (235 B.C - 213 A.D)

Introduction: Following the decline and disintegration of the Mauryan Empire the political vacuum in the Deccan was filled by the Satavahanas.  The Satavahanas initially were the sub-ordinates of the Mauryans.  The Satavahanas ruled for more than 400 years, from 235 B.C to 215 A.D.  They ruled from PRATISHTAN (Modern Paithan in the Aurangabad district of Maharashtra) as their capital.  The Satavahanas were the first to establish an empire in the Dewan region.  Their rule revived the brahminical religion. Thus Vedic sacrifices like Rajasuya (Corronation ceremony) and Ashyamedhayaga (Horse sacrifice) and Vajpeya were revived.  The Satavahanas encouraged prakrit language and literature.  They were the patrons of Buddhist architecture.

As regards of the origin of the Satavahanas it is believed that they hailed from western Maharashtra.  It is believed that there were three branches of the Satavahanas.  The main branch at Pratishtan and two subordinate branches ruling in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka.

Political History

The dynasty was founded around 235 B.C by a person called Simukha.  Simukha was the first ruler.  He made Pratishtan (modern paithon) as the capital in the Aurangabad district of Maharashtra.  Simukha was succeeded by his brother Krishna or Kanha.  Krishna extended the kingdom upto Nasik. The next king is Shatakarni I.  It was Shatakarni II who extended the kingdom by conquering regions like Malwa, Anupa valley and the Berar region.  Shatakarni II commemorated his conquests by performing the Ashwamedhayaga.  He also performed the Rajasuya.  The next important king is Hala (20-24).  The rule of Hala is important because he introduced the Satavahana calendar called as Salivahana sake a poet-king Hala was the author of the Prakrit literary work Gatasaptasati or Saptasai a book of 700 romantic verses.

 After the death of Hala, the Satavahanas suffered a temporary eclipse from the political map of India because one of the foreign tribes who invaded India in the 1st Century A.D namely the Sakas from Central Asia established themselves in the Gujarat region encroached upon the Satavahana territories.  Consequently the Satavahans went into oblivion for nearly 70-80 years.

Gautami Putra Shatakarni (106-130 A.D)

Gautami putra shatakarni is considered as the greatest of the Satavahana kingdom.  It was he who restored the Satavahana power and prestige.  On ascending the throne Gautami putra Shatakarni reorganized and strengthened the Satavahana military.  At the opportune time he declared war against the Saka Kshatrapas.  The Nasik cave inscription issued by his mother Gautami Balashri describes in glowing terms his victory against the Sakas.  According to the inscription, Gautami putra Shatakarni routed the Sakas the palavas and the Yuvanas.  After defeating the Saka king Gautami putra shatakarni reconquered northern Maharashtra, Malwa and the Berar region.  Konkan and a part of Rajputana were also conquered.  He even re- struck the Saka coins in his name.  Gautami putra Shatakarni assumed the title of Tri Samudra, Toya Pitha Vahana which means one whose empire was bounded by seas from all the three sides or one whose horses drank water from the three seas.  Thus under Gautami putra Shatakarni the Satavahanas rose into lime light.  It was under him that the Satavahana kingdom reached the height of glory.

Gautami putra shatakarni was not only a brave solider but also an efficient administrator.  He levied equitable taxes upon his subjects.  A generous king, he was also concerned about the welfare of his subjects.  He made grants to the buddhist and brahmanical religion.  Under Gautami putra shatakarni the empire extended from Malwa in the north to the region beyond Krishna in South, Konkan in the west to Krishna, Godavari delta in East.  

Gautami putra shatakarni left a vast kingdom to his son Vasishtiputra pulumayi.  Pulumayi extended the kingdom towards the east in Andra Pradesh. The last well known kings were Shivashri and Yagnashri Satakarni after whom the dynasty began to decline and dis-integrate.  The eastern part was encroached by the Ikshvakus and the northern parts by the Abiharas.  The last king was pulumayi IV.  On his death the dynasty disappeared from the political scene of India around the beginning of 3rd Century A.D.

Contributions to culture:

Administration:

The Satavahanas inherited the Mauryan administrative system.  Monarchy was the form of government.  It was hereditary the kings eldest son was the crown Prince.  The Yuvaraja assisted the king in the task of administration and also in warfare.  The king was assisted by a council of ministers-the Harnika-treasurer, Bhandagarika-chief of the royal stores, Mahasenapathi-chief of the army etc.  The feudatories who were called as Rajas, Mahabhojas and Maharatis also rendered administrative service.  The Kingdom was divided into administrative units called as Aharas and Nigamas each of which was under an official appointed by the king.  The lowest administrative unit was the village called Grama under a village head man called Gramika.  Villages were self-governing bodies.  As regards justice the king was the final court of appeal.  He was also the commander-in-chief of the armed forces.  Thus the king was the central figure in the task of administration.

Social and Economic life:

Since the Satavahanas followed Vedic religion the society was divided into four castes namely Brahmanas, Kshatriya, Vaidhyas and Shudras.  They were also professional castes like black smiths, potters, weavers, oil millers etc., Marriage was monogamous however polygamy was practiced by the ruling class.  Women of the royal family enjoyed a high position.  They took part in the sacrifices.  They were well-versed in fine arts.  The Satavahana queens embraced Buddhism and even made grants for the Buddhist religion.  The queens even rendered administrative service for eg:Gautami Balashri and Naganika.  Ornaments like ear rings, bangles, anklets and bracelets were worn by both men and women.

Economic Life: Agriculture was the main occupation.  The most important source of income was land revenue collected at the rate of 1/6 of the produce.  With agriculture developing and trade and commerce flourishing Nasik, Paithan, Junnar, Tagara vyjayanthi etc., grew as towns.  Foreign trade was carried on through the ports of Broach, sopara and kalian, with the countries of Rome and West Asia.  Paithan was known for its cotton textiles, carpentary, smithy, pottery, brick making and oil milling were the other professions followed.  An important aspect of the economic life of the Satavahanas is the organization of guilds.  A guild was a corporation of members who followed the same profession.  It was called as a sreni.  There was a Sreni of brick makers, carpenters, oil millers and so on.  The guild of merchants was called as Nigama.  The Satavahanas issued coins called as Suvarna and Karshapana gold and silver coins respectively.

Religious Life:

Since the Satavahanas followed the Vedic religion (Brahmanical religion) they performed sacrifices like Rajasuya (Coronation ceremony) and Ashwamedhayaga (Horse sacrifice) and even Yagnas.  They worshipped gods like Indira, Vishnu, Surya, Shiva and Shakti. The Satavahana queens embraced Buddhism and even made grants for the construction of Buddhist monuments like Stupas, Chaityas and Viharas.  Along side existed Jainism.  Thus the Satavahanas followed a policy of religious toleration.

Language and literature:

Prakrit was the official language of the Satavahans.  Kannada was spoken.  Agrahara villages acted as centres of education.  Mentioned can be made of some of the literary works-the brihatkatha written by Gunadaya, the Gatasaptasati or Sattasai written by king Hala which is a book of 700 love poems, the Jain scholar Kunda Kunda Charya was the author of Samaya sara, pratiba sara and Rayana sara and Sarva varman was the author of Katantravyakarna a book on Sanskrit grammar.

Art and Architecture:

It is in the realm of Art and architecture that the Satavahanas have left an indelible mark in history.  The Satavahanas architecture is mostly Buddhist.  They can be classified into Stupas and Chaityas and Viharas.

A Stupa is a dome shaped or a cylindrical shaped monument constructed over the remains of the Buddha or a well known Buddhist monk.  The Stupa indicates the Mahaparinirvana (death) of Buddha.  The Stupas of the Satavahanas are mostly found in Andhra Pradesh at places like Golli, Ghantasala, Joggeya peeta, Amaravati and at Nagarjunikonda.  The Stupa at Amaravati is the largest stups in South India.  The drum of the Stupa is 20ft in height.  It has a diameter of 200ft and a circumference of 600ft.  In this stupa the Buddha is depicted as a preaching monk.

Chaityas and viharas are rock-cut monuments they are mostly found in western Maharashtra.  Chaitya is a Buddhist prayer hall which is rectangular in shape with a row of pillars on either side and a Stupa at the apse.  The most magnificient chaitya is the one at Karle.  The Chaitya is 124 ft long, 46ft in height and breadth.  This chaitya hall is highly polished.  Chaityas are also found at Kanheri, Kondana, Nasik etc., next to the Chaitya is found the Vihara (a Buddhist rest house).  The VIhara consist of individual cells for the monks.  Temples of the period are found at Sannati in Gulbarga district.

Paintings of the Satavahanas are found in Ajantha caves IX & X.  These cave paintings contain Jataka Stories.  On Ajanta cave No. X, the Buddha is shown seated on a cushion wearing red robes, with a chandan mark on his forehead surrounded by servants.

Kadambas of Banavasi

Introduction:

The Kadambas of Banavasi ruled from 4th to 6th Century A.D.  The Kadamba dynasty is the first indigenous dynasty of Karnataka and the Kadamba kings are the first Kannada kings to rule Karnataka.  Following the decline and disintegration of the Satavahanas in the beginning of the 3rd Century A.D. the political vacuum in Karnataka was filled when the Kadambas dynasty was established around the mid 4th Century A.D.  It was during the rule of the Kadambas that temple architecture took its birth in Karnataka.  The Kadambas ruled from Banavasi which was their capital.

The Kadamba kings are called as Haritiputras-sons of mother Hariti.  The dynasty was given the name Kadambas because the Kadamba tree was supposed to have been grown opposite to the house of the Haritiputras.

ORIGIN:

As regards the origin the Talagunda pillar inscription issued by king Shantivarma narrates an intresting story.  According to the inscription there was a devout Brahmin called Mayurasharma who proceeded to Kanchi for his higher studies.  One morning while offering prayers on the banks of a nearby river, the pallavan guards rode their horses on Mayura sharmas clothes which he had spread for drying.  As Mayura Sharma was offended there was a severe altercation with the pallavan guards.  Being humiliated Mayura Sharma made a vow that he would avenge the humiliation.  Mayura Sharma changed his name to Mayura varma, gave up his Vedic studies and proceeded to Srisailam (Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh) where on acquiring the art of guerilla war fare Mayura varma collected tribes men and raised a guerilla army.  Mayura varma now began to attack the frontier regions of the pallavas, defeated and even exacted tributes from, one of them, namely the Bruhatbanas, the sub-ordinate of the Pallavas. Expecting danger from Mayura varma the pallavan king dispatched a huge force to fight against Mayura varma.  Mayura varma quelled the pallavan army which made the pallavan king recognize Mayura varma as a king of the region between the Arabian Sea and the Western Ghats.  This event is supposed to have taken place around 345 A.D.  Thus came into existence the Kadamba kingdom.

POLITICAL HISTORY:

Mayura varma is the founder of the Kadamba kingdom.  He ruled from 345-365A.D.  Mayura varma made Banavasi (Uttara canara district) as the capital.  Mayura varma extended the infant kingdom, by conquering the territories of the Abhiharas and Traikutas.  He also conquered Sendrika and Punnata in Mysore.  These territorial conquests are borne out by the chandravalli inscription (Chitradurga district).  Mayura varma commemorated his conquests by performing the Adhwamedayaga.  Thus Mayura varma not only founded the kingdom but also put it on a firm foundation.

Mayura varma was succeeded by his son Kangavarma.  Kangavarma had to suppress the sub ordinates who asserted their authority.   Towards the end of his rule Kangavarma had to face the vakataka invasion.  The Vakatakas dfeated Kangavarma and also conquered a part of the Kadamba kingdom in the north.  Kangavarma was followed by kings like Bhageerathivarma and Raghuvarma.

Kakushtavarma (425-450 A.D)

Kakushtavarma is considered as the greatest king next to Mayuravarma.  Before becoming the king kakushtavarma functioned as a Yuvaraja and thus took part along with this brother Raghuvarma in the military campaigns against the pallavas.

Kakushtavarma ruled from 425-450A.D. Being surrounded by enemies like the Guptas, the Vakatakas and the Gangas, Kakushtavarma cleverly devised the policy of matrimonial alliances.  Kakushtavarma gave each of his daughters to the enemy kingdom namely to the Guptas, to the Vakatakas, Alupas and to the Gangas and thus kept his enemies at bay.

Under Kakushtravarma the Kadamba kingdom experienced peace and prosperity.  His rule was marked by administrative efficiency.  He collected equal taxes from his subjects.  He was always concerned about the welfare of his subjects and hence he was called as the Dharma maharaja.  The kingdom enjoyed peace and prosperity it was under Kakushtavarma that the Kadamba kingdom reached the height of greatness and hence the Talagunda pillar inscription and the Halasi copper plate rightly acclaimed him as the ornament of the Kadamba family and as the glory of the Kadambas respectively.

Around 450A.D kakushtavarma abdicated the throne in favour of his eldest son Shantivarma.  On the death of Shantivarma in 460A.D, Mrigeshavarma the son of Shantivarma ascended the throne.  This political arrangement was opposed by the other two sons of Kakushtavarma namely Krishnavarma, the governor of the southern province and kumaravarma the governor of eastern province.  The two sons declared themselves independent at Triparvathanagar and Uthchangi. The Kadamba kingdom split into three branches with the main branch at Banavasi being ruled by Mrigeshavarma.  Mrigeshavarma made Halasi as his second capital.  Mrigeshavarma was succeeded by Ravi varma like his predeccsors Ravivarma fought against the Vakatakas, the pallavas and the Gangas.  Under him the Kadamba kingdom was temporarily united.  After his death the Kadamba kingdom began to decline.  The last king of the main branch was Harivarma (519-530A.D).  Around 540A.D the sub-ordinates of the Kadambas namely the early chalukyas under their king pulikeshi I occupied Banavasi. That brought to an end the rule of the Kadambas which lasted for 2 centuries.

Cultural contribution: Monarchy was the form of government.  It was hereditary.  The Kadamba kings were well learned. They had the knowledge of Vedas and Upanishads.  The king was called as Dharma maharaja.  The king was succeeded by his eldest son who was nominated as the crown prince.  As a Yuvaraja the crown prince assisted the king in the task of administration and war fare.  The king was advised by his council - The pradhan (the chief minister or prime minister), the Tantrapala-foreign minister, Dharmadhyaksha-chief justice, the Senapathi-chief of the army, Sabhasachiva-incharge of secretarial work, etc., There were also other officials like Ayuktas and Bhojas.  The Kadamba kingdom was divided into provinces called as Mandalas each of which was looked after by a provincial governor, who in most cases was the member of a royal family.  Provinces were sub-divided into districts called as (Vishyas) which were under a Vishyapati.  Below the Vishyas were villages categorized into Mahagrama, Dashagrama and Grama.  Villages were administered by a village head man called Gramika.  Civil and Criminal cases were decided by judges.  However the highest court of appeal was the King.  Fines were levied upon the guilty.  Punishment depended upon the gravity of the crime committed.  The Kadamba maintained an efficient army, well versed in the art of guerilla warfare.  The army consisted of infantry, cavalry, elephantry and chariotry.

SOCIAL LIFE:

As the Kadamba followed the Vedic religion, society was divided into 4 castes namely Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudra.  The patriarchal joint family system was the order of the day.  Marriage was Monogamous, Polygamy was practiced by the ruling class.  Women of the royal family enjoyed a high position.  They made grants for the construction of temples and basadis. Hunting and playing music was their favourite past time.

ECONOMIC LIFE:

Agriculture was the main occupation. Land was divided into different types according to the fertility of the soil.  Lands were measured and the output assessed. 1/6th of the produce was collected as the states share.  The Kadamba carried on external trade with the countries of West Asia and with Greece and Rome, with the help of Arab merchants who had settled on the west coast.  The chief ports were Mangalore, Ankola and Honnavar.  Internal trade was carried on by a group of merchants called the Veerabanajigas.  Trade and commerce led to the growth of towns like Banavasi, Halasi and Golakpuri and uchchangi.  The other professions practiced were weaving, spinning, carpentry, pottery etc., The Kadamba issued coins called as Padmatankas.

Religion:

The Kadamba kings followed the Vedic religion hence performed and sacrifices like the Ashwamedhayaga.  Gods like Vishnu and Shiva were worshipped. The family deity of the Kadamba was Lord Madhukeshwara.  Though Vedic religion was patronized Jainsim was given equal importance.  It was during the rule of Kadambas that jainsim really entered and developed in Karnataka.  Jain monasteries existed at places like Belligami, Bhandavapura and Kuppalur.  Buddhism also received royal patronage.  Banavasi was the centre of Buddhism.  Buddhist Stupas and Sanghas existed at Banavasi.  Thus the Kadambas followed a policy of religious tolerance.

Language:

The Kadambas gave encouragement to education.  Agraharas, temples, Ghatikas and Brahmapuris acted as Centres of education.  Sanskrit was the medium of instruction.  The subjects taught were Vedas, Upanishads, Vedic maths, grammar, phonetics and so on.  Talagunda was a famous Agrahara. Jain and Buddhist monasteries also acted as educational centres.  In these monasteries the subjects taught were related to the respective religion.

It was under the Kadambas that the first inscription in Kannada language namely the Halmidi inscription was written. The inscription calls Karnataka as Samagra Karntaka.  The inscription was issued by the king Kakustavarma in 450 A.D.  The Talagunda inscription written in the Sanskrit language was issued by king Shantivarma.

Art and Architecture:

It is in the field of art and architecture that the Kakushtavarm have left their legacy.  The Kakushtavarm kings are called as the founders of temple architecture in Karnataka.  All the Kadamba temples have a Garba griha (Sanctum Sanctorum) and a mantapa (pillared hall).  In some temples there is a narrow passage which links the Garba griha and the mantapa that is called as the Sukhanasi.  Above the garaba griha rises the shikara pyramidical in shape but reduced in height.  This Shikara is called as Vesara shikara or Kadamba Shikara. Mentioned can be made of the Kadamba temples, viz., Hattikeshwara temple, Kalleshwara temple and Rameshwara temple at Halasi, the Praneshwara temple at Talagunda, Laxmi devi temple at Doddagadavalli and the Shiva temple at Yelavatti.   We find cave temples of the period of Arualemingoa statues of gods like Surya, Shiva and Scanda are found here the Kadambas constructed Jain Basadis we find Jain Basadis at Halasi and Yelavatti.  

As regards arts we come across sculptures, the most magnificent sculpture is that of Goddess Durga.  The Kadamba encouraged fine arts.  Musical concerts were frequently held.  Musical instruments like the flute and veena were used.

The Gangas of Talakad (4th – 10th Century A.D)

Introduction:

The Gangas of Talakad ruled from 4th - 10th century A.D.  The kingdom of Gangas was called as Gangawadi 96,000.  Gangawadi comprised of the districts of Mysore, Chamrajnagar, Kolar, Mandya, Tumkur and Bangalore.  The earliest capital of the Gangas was Kuvalala (Kolar).  The permanent capital was Talakad.  The Gangas had a third capital at Makunda (near Channapatna). The Gangas also had a fourth capital of Manne.  On the outskirts of Bangalore.

Gangawadi which was established in the mid 4th century A.D provided political stability to the south Karnataka region.  Like the Kadambas, the Gangas were also the natives of Karnataka.  Under the Gangas Jainism became an official religion and Shravanabelagola in the Hassan district developed into a Jain centre.  The Gangas were patrons of Kannada literature and art and architecture.

ORIGIN:
Following the decline and disintegration of the Satavahana kingdom the south Karnataka region came under the occupation of the Pallavas.  The political vacuum that existed was taken advantage by two brothers Didiga and Madhava who with the help of a Jain saint called Simhanandi, founded the kingdom in 350A.D.

As regards the origin of the Gangas Lewis Rice is of the opinion that they belonged to a local agricultural community called as Gangadikaras. Thus Lewis Rice calls the Gangas as sons of the soil.

POLITICAL HISTORY:

The first king was DIDIGA eldest of the two brothers.  He is also called as Konganivarma (350-400A.D) Konganivarma expanded the newly founded Kingdom by subduing the Banas and the rulers of Konkan.  In honour of his Jain teacher Simhanandi Konganivarma constructed a Jain Basadi, at Dandeli.

Konganivarma was succeeded by his son Madhava I.  Madhava I was the author of Duttasutravritti.  Madhava I was followed by Madhava II who had established matrimonial alliance with the Kadamba king Kakustavarma.  The next and king is Avinita who had married the princess of Punnata called Jyesta.  Avinita was followed by his son Durvinita.

Durvinita (550-600 A.D)

Durvinita is considered as the greatest ruler of early Gangas.  He expanded and consolidated Gangavadi.  Durvinita ascended the throne after overpowering his brother in a civil war who was helped by the pallavas.  On ascending the throne Durvinita aligned with the Chalukyas of Badami and fought against the pallavas.  The pallavas were defeated and Durvinita captured Salem, Changalpet and Coimbatore.   From his mother Jyesta Durvinita inherited the Kingdom of Punnata.

Durvinita was not only a brave solider but was also a scholar.  He was the author of a work called Sabdavatara.  He translated the Brihatkatha of Gunadaya from Prakrit to Sanskrit and wrote a commentary on Kiratarjuniya of Bharavi.  He patronized his Jain teacher Pujyapada.  He was well-versed in fine arts like music and dance.  He had the knowledge of Ayurveda. He also made grants for the construction of Jain and Hindu temples.

Durvinita was followed by several weak rulers like Muskara, Bhuvikrama.  Shivamara I and others.  Among the later Gangas, Sri Purusha is an important king.  He ruled from 725 to 788A.D.

Sri Purusha was an efficient administrator. Generous king he always worked for the welfare of his subjects hence his kingdom was called as “Sri Rajya” Sri Purusha was the author of Gajashastra in the Sanskrit language, a book on elephant warfare.

Sri Purusha was succeeded by kings like Shivamara II, Rachamalla I and Nitimarga.  All these kings rebelled against the Rashtrakutas to make gangawadi independent. He gave his daughter Chandralabbe in marriage to Nitimarga’s son Butuga.  This matrimonial alliance cemented the bond between the two kingdoms.

The last important king of the Gangas is Rachamalla IV. The Rule of Rachamalla IV is important in the history of Karnataka because of the services of his most famous minister Chavundaraya.  Chavundaraya was also the commander of Rachamalla IV.  As a follower of Jainism, Chavundaraya did a lot for the Jain religion.  He constructed a Jain Basadi at Shravanabelagola which is called as the Chavundaraya basadi.  It was he who erected the world famous monolith gigantic statue of Gomateshwara at Shravanabelagola 57 ½ feet. Chavundaraya is also known for his literary accomplishment.  He is the author of Chavundayara purana written in the Kannada language.  This book throws light on his achievements.  He is also the author of Charitrasara a book on the history of 24 Jain Tirthankaras.

After the death of Rachamalla IV the Kingdom of Gangas began to decline towards the end of 10th Century A.D.  The cholas under their king Rajendra I occupied eastern Gangawadi in 999A.D.  This event sounded the death-knell of the kingdom.

Contributions to Culture:

Administration:

Like the Kadamba kings the Ganga kings also assumed the title of Dharmamaharajas.  The Ganga kings carried on the administration in accordance with the principles laid down in the Dharmashastra, Rajaneethi and Nitisara.  The form of government was hereditary monarchy.  The eldest son was nominated as the King’s successor.  In the task of administration the king was assisted by a council of ministers called the Mantri parishad - The Mahapradhan the Chief Minister or Prime Minister,  The Sandhivigrahika the Foreign minister, Shri Bhandari - the Treasurer Manevargade-chief of the royal palace, the Hadapa-the betel carrier and the Rahasya adhikari-private secretary of the king.  For the purpose of administrative efficiency the Gangas divided the kingdom into several provinces called Nadus each of which was administered by a governor who was a member of the royal family. Some of the provinces of the Gangas are Talakadu, Narasamangala and Shravanabelagola.  The provinces were sub divided into districts called as Vishyas which was looked after by a Vishyapati, the district official.  Below the districts were group of villages called as Kampanas each village was looked after by a village headman called Gramika.  Village assemblies administered the villages. There were judges called as Dharmadhyakshas and Rajadhyakshas who decided civil and criminal cases.  However the highest court of appeal was the king.  The Gangas maintained an efficient and well organized army which consisted of infantry, elephantry and chariotry. Thus though the Gangas ruled as the sub-ordinates of the Kadambas, the early chalukyas and the Rashtrakutas, in the task of internal administration the Gangas were free from Central interference.

The most important source of income was land revenue.  1/6th of the produce was collected as the states share.  Commercial activities led to the growth of towns like Kolar, Manne, Shravanabelagola and Talakadu.  These towns were administered by an official called as Pattana swami.

Religion:

Under the Gangas Jainism became the state religion. Grants were made for the construction of Jain Basadis.  Jain statues were erected.  It was during this period that Jainism had shravanabelagola as its centre.  Some of the Ganga kings followed Hinduism. Hindu gods like Shiva and Vishnu were worshipped.  King Durvinita was a Vaishnava.  Grants were also made for the construction of Hindu temples.  Buddhism existed but was losing its hold.

Language and Literature:

Under the patronage of the Ganga kings several literary works were composed in Sanskrit, Kannada and Prakrit languages.  The Ganga kings themselves were poets and scholars.  King Madhava I was the author of Duttasutravritti in the Sanskrit language.  King Durvinita was the author of Sabdavatara.  Durvinita also wrote a commentary on the Kiratarjuniya of Bharavi in Sanskrit language. He translated the Brihutkatha of Gunadaya from Prakrit to the Sanskrit language.  The Jain saint pujyapada was the author of the Sanskrit grammar Jinendra Vyakarna.  The other Sanskrit works are Gadya chintamani and Kshatrachudamani written by Vidibasimha and the Gajashastra of Shripurusha and the Gajamata Kalpana of Shivamara II.

The most important Prakrit work is written by king Shivamara II namely Setubandhu.  Among the Kannada literary works mention can be made of the the following. The Chavundaraya purana written by the minister of Rachamalla IV namely Chavundaraya, the Gajashataka is a song written by Shivamara II, also called as onake Hadur and Shudraka and Harivamsha written by Gunavarma.

Art and Architecture:

The Gangas of Talakad constructed temples and Jain Basadis and erected Jain sculptures and pillars.  The temples of the Gangas consist of a Garbagriha a Sukhanasi and a Navaranga.  The Navaranga consist of pillars which are square and cylindrical in shape.  In the Garbagriha idols of Lord Shiva and Vishnu are found.  The Shikara of the Ganga temples is Pyramidical in shape but reduced in height.  The Shikara is surmounted by a Stupika and a Kalasha.  It is thus a Vesara Shikara.  Some of the temples are the Maruleshwara, Pataleshwara, Anandeshwara and Gowrishankar temples at Talakad, the Kapileshwara temple at Manne, Kollarama temple at Kolar and the Bhoganadiswara temple at Nandi hills.

The Gangas constructed Jain Basadis.  A Basadi is a Jain temple rectangular in shape with a garba griha, mantapa and a Shikara.  At Shravanabelagola we find two important basadi namely the Chandra prabha basadi constructed by Shivamara II and the Chavundaraya basadi constructed by minister Chavundaraya.  In the basadi we find images of Jain Tirtankaras.

During the rule of the Gangas Shravanabelagola developed as the Jain centre.  Here we find the world famous, monolith gigantic statue of Gomateshwara erected by the minister of Rachamalla IV, Chavundaraya.  We also find the images of Jain Tirtankaras.

The Gangas erected free standing pillars called as Mahastambas and Brahmastambas.  The pillars are 20 feet in height.  The Mahastamba is square in shape having 4 Jain figures at the top facing 4 directions.  The Brahmastamba is square is shape and becomes octagonal as it rises in height.  It has the figure of Brahma at the top.

The Gangas erected Viragals called as Herostones.  They were erected in honour of a hero, a brave solider who lost his life in the battlefield, fighting against the enemies.  The Hero-stone has engraving of a hero ie., a solider fighting against the enemies and in the process losing his life. The dynasty to which the solider belonged, the date on which the event occurred, the name of the solider, and his amestry are mentioned.  It is thus a kind of inscription. 

The Vijayanagar Empire (13-17th Century A.D)
Introduction:

The Vijayanagar Empire was established on the ruins of the Hoysala kingdom.  The Vijayanagar Empire ruled the region to the south of river Tungabhadra for more than three hundred years.  The Capital of the Empire is Vijayanagar, modern Hampi in the Bellary district of Karnataka.  The Vijayanagar kings constantly fought against the Bahamani kingdom established to the north and river Krishna-the bone of contention being the Raichur doab.  Their policy of expansion in the north-east brought them into conflict with the Gajapatis of Kalinga.

Political History:

The Vijayanagar kingdom was founded in 1336A.D by two brothers, Harihara and Bukka with the help of Vidyaranya while functioning as governors of the Hoysala king Vira-Ballala.  The Vijayanagar kingdom was ruled by four dynasties-Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva and Aravidu.  The founders Harihara and Bukka and Kampana, Marappa and Muddappa are called as the Sangama brothers.

Sangama Dynasty (1336-1485)

Harihara is the first king.  He ruled from 1336 to 1356A.D.  On the decline of the Hoysalas, he conquered the Hoysala kingdom in 1346 and became the sovereign ruler.  He ruled from Anegundi as his capital (First capital of Vijayanagar)

Harihara was succeeded by his brother Bukka (1356-77), who built upon the foundations by conquering the regions of Arcot, Kondavidu and Madurai.  The conquest of Madurai by Prince Kumara Kampana is described by his wife Gangambika in the book Madura Vijayam.  Even the rulers of Malabar and Ceylon paid tributes to Bukka.  It was during his rule that the conflict with the Bahamanis began, in which he had an upper hand. The next king is HariharaII. Devaraya I who ruled between 1404-1422 came into conflict with the Bahamins in the North and with the Gajapatis in the east.  His court was visited by Nicolo Conti an Italian traveller.

Devaraya II (1424-1446)

The most well known king of Sangama dynasty is Devaraya II (1424-1446).  He is called as Praudha Devaraya.  He defeated Gajapati kings Bhanudeva, Kapilendra and captured Kondavidu and Rajamundry.  He was also victorious in his war against the Bahamanis but later lost some territories in the Raichur doab.  He expanded his kingdom towards Kerala capturing Quilon.  He collected tributes from the ruler of Calicut and Sri Lanka.

Devaraya II was also a scholar.  He is the author of Sanskrit work Mahanataka Sudhanidhi.  Abdur Razaak a Persian ambassador visited the court of Devaraya II.

After the death of Devaraya II the sangama dynasty declined and was replaced by the Saluvas (1485-1505).  

Saluva Dynasty (1485-1505)

The Sangama dynasty was followed by the saluvas.  They ruled for a short period from 1485-1505.

Tuluva Dynasty (1505-1570)

The Saluva dynasty was followed by the Tuluvas.  The greatest emperor of Vijayanagar Krishnadevaraya belongs to the Tuluva dynasty

Krishnadevaraya (1509-1529)

Krishnadevaraya is considered as the greatest king of South India.  His rule from 1509-1529 is a glorious chapter in the history of Karnataka.  Krishnadevaraya was a valiant warrior an able admininistrator, a religious minded monarch and a scholar. 

As soon as he ascended the throne in 1509 he repulsed the invasions of the Gajapatis.  In the same year the combined armies of the Bahamanis and the Adil shahis were severely defeated at Adoni and Kovil Konda.  After his coronation in 1510 Yusuf Adil shah was defeated and killed by Krishnadevaraya.  He suppressed the rebellion of the Chieftain of Ummattur and occupied Shivanasamudra.  He also brought Mangalore under his authority.

Krishnadevaraya began a policy of expansion towards the north east ie., against the Kingdom of Gajapatis of Kalinga.  He declared war against the Gajapatis and occupied a series of forts like Udayagiri, Penukonda, Bellamakonda, Nagarjuni Konda etc., Telangana, Rajamundry and Bejwada also fell into his hands.  He went as far as Potnur and erected a pillar of victory there.  Finally Krishnadevaraya attacked Kalinga.  The Gajapati king Prataparudra sued for peace and married his daughter Jagan Mohini to Krishnadevaraya.

When Krishnadevaraya was fighting against the Gajapatis in the east, the Adil shahis and the Qutb shahis encorached upon Vijayanagar Empire.  Krishnadevaraya bombarded both the dynasties.  He proceeed to Gulbarga, re-installed the Bahamani king on the throne and assumed the title of Yavana Raja Sthapana Charya ie., establisher of the Bahamani kingdom.  Until his death the Raichur doab remained with Vijayanagar.  In his foreign relations he was friendly with the Portuguese and even helped them to capture Goa from the Adil shah in 1510.

The rule of Krishnadevaraya witnessed all round development.  He distinguishes himself as an efficient administrator.  His magnum opus (Famous work) the Amuktamalayada written in the telugu language, a book on polity throws light on the administrative system of his time.  He was a man of letters.  He wrote a Sanskrit drama called Jambavati Kalyana.  His court was adorned by eight great Telugu poets called as Ashtadiggajas.  Krishnadevaraya himself was one of them.  Some others were Nandi Thimanna, Allasani Pedanna and Tenali Ramakrishna.  Krishnadevaraya promoted architecture.  He constructed the Krishnaswamy temple and the Vittalaswamy temple at Hampi.  The colossal statue of Lakshmi Narasimha was his creation.  The court of Krishnadevaraya was visited by Portuguese travelers.  Eduardo Barbosa and Domingo paes, who have left accounts about his rule and personality.  Domingo paes calls Krishnadevaraya as a man of Justice.

Krishnadevaraya is undoubtedly the greatest ruler of Vijayanagar.  It was under him that Vijayanagar reached the acme of its glory.

Krishnadevaraya was succeeded by his step brother Achyutaraya (1529-42) who had to face foreign invasions and internal rebellions.  In 1543 Sadashivaraya became the king with the support of Ramaraya, Sadashivarya was a nominal king as it was Ramaraya who executed royal power.

Sadashivaraya (1543-1570)

Ramaraya (1543-1565)

Ramaraya supported the candidature of Sadashivaraya to become the king and became his regent until his death.  Ramaraya rose into prominence during the rule of Krishnadevaraya.  He was the commander of the military forces of Krishnadevaraya and was also his son-in-law.  He was a good warrior, an able administrator and a diplomat, but was over confident and over ambitious.

Ramaraya suppressed rebellions of Travancore and Chandragiri. The ruler of Kandy in Sri Lanka paid him tributes.  He attacked the Portuguese settlement at San thome in Madras and thus antagonized the Portuguese.  To protect Vijayanagar from the invasions of Bahaman shahi sultans, he sowed the seeds of dissensions among them, setting one king against another.  The sultan of Ahmednagar who was earlier helped by Ramaraya in his war against the Adil shahis faced complete route in 1563 at the hands of the armies of Ramaraya and Adil Shahis.  Ahmednagar held Ramaraya responsible and appealed to the other Bahaman Shahi kings in the name of religion to wreck vengeance against Ramaraya.  The Bahaman shahi kings formed a grand coalition under the banner of Islam and met the Vijayanagar forces led by Ramaraya and his brothers Tirumalaraya and Venkatadri, on the banks of river Krishna at Talikota in 1565.  The battle was actually fought at a place between two villages Rakkasa and Tangadi and hence it is also called as the battle of Rakkasatangadi.  During the course of the battle Ramaraya was surrounded by the Bahaman shahi forces, captured and killed.  Being leaderless the Vijayanagar forces ran helter-skelter.  Tirumalaraya pusillanimously (cowdry) fled to penukonda along with Sadashivaraya after collecting the treasures of Vijayanagar.  The victorious Deccan Shahi forces entered VIjayanagar and plundered and ransacked it for months together.  Robert Sewell desribes the fate of Vijayanagar - “Never perhaps in the history of the world has such a havoc been wrought, so suddenly on so splendid a city, teeming with a wealthy and industrious population in the full plentitude of prosperity one day and on the next seized, pilloried and reduced to ruins, amid scenes of savage massacre and horrors begging description”.

Results of the battle of Talikota
1) Vijayanagar was defeated and Bahman shahis were victorious.

2) Following the humiliating defeat of Vijayanagar in the battle of Talikota northern parts of the empire came under the occupation of the Adil shahis and the Qutb shahis.

3) The battle of Talikota began the political disintegration of south India. The sub ordinates like the Wodeyars in Karnataka and the Nayakas in Tamil Nadu began to assert their authority.

Causes for the defeat of Vijayanagar:

1) The Bahaman Shahi forces were led by young and energetic sultans, whereas Vijayanagar forces were led by Ramaraya and his brothers Tirumala and Venkatadri who were aged.

2) The army of the Vijayanagar was ill-equipped and its weapons out-dated.  As a result of Ramaraya’s hostility with the Portuguese Vijayanagar could not import Persian horses.  On the other hand the Bahaman shahi forces were well equipped with Persian horses and had better weapons.

3) Ramaraya took into service Gilani brothers who were known for their treacherous designs.  On the eve of war the Gilani brothers joined the enemy’s camp.

4) Desertion was one of the major reasons on the death of Ramaraya and venkatadri, Tirumalaraya the brother of Ramaraya could have continued the war, but he deserted Vijayanagar hurried to the capital, collected all the treasures and fled to Penukonda along with Sadashivaraya.

5) Over confidence and over ambitiousness of Ramaraya was also one of the causes.

Vijayanagar after the battle of Talikota:

After the battle of Talikota the rule of Vijayanagar Empire lasted for another 80 years but as a mere shadow of its former self Tirumallaraya stepped into the shoes of Ramaraya and ruled on behalf of Sadashivaraya from Penukonda till 1570A.D

Aravidu Dynasty

From 1570 begins the rule of the last dynasty of Vijayanagar-the Aravidu dynasty.  During the rule of Sri Ranga the capital of Vijayanagar was shifted to Chandragiri.  The next important king is Venkata II whose court was visited by a Portuguese missionary.  The last king of Vijayanagar is Sri Ranga III who made Vellore as his Capital.  In 1646 Vellore was captured by the Adil shahis and the Qutb shahis and with this came to an end the history of Vijayanagar Empire.  Henceforth the traditions of Vijayanagar were inherited by the Nayakas of Keladi and the Wodeyars of Mysore in Karnataka.

Contributions of Culture:

Administration:

The Vijayanagar kings followed the administrative principles of their predecessors like the Hoysalas, the Seunas, the Kakatiyas and the Pandyas, with slight changes at times.  The Amuktamalayada written by king Krishnadevaraya believes in the absolute power of the king, but the king is to be guided by customs and conventions.  The Vijayanagar kings believed in the Hindu theory of kingship, according to which king was considered as “God on earth”.  Vijayanagar was essentially a military state, all the ministers were styled as Dandanayakas.  The king sought the advice of his council- Mahapradhana-Prime minister, Dandanayaka-Chief of the army, etc., The Vijayanagar kings maintained a feudal army and a standing army.  Eduardo Barbosa who visisted the court of Krishnadevaraya says that the Raya maintained a vast army which consisted of 900 elephants, 20,000 horses and 1 lakh infantry.

The Vijayanagar Empire was divided into provinces called as Rajyas. Provinces were sub-divided into districts called as Ventes.  Districts were further sub divided into Talukas called as Valitas and taluks into villages called as Sthala.  Village assemblies existed.  In Vijayanagar functioned a secretariat called Diwankhana whose functioning is testified by the Persian traveler Abdur Razaak.

Social Life: Society was divided into castes and sub castes.  Caste elders enforced rules and regulations of each caste.  Thus untouchability was practiced.  Women were given privileges.  They functioned as clerks and body guards.  Social evils like Devadasi system and prostitution existed in the society.  Sati was practiced by women of warrior families. Ornaments were used by both men and women.

Economic life:  The major occupation was agriculture.  Crops like Rice, wheat, sugarcane and plantations like coconut and betel nut were cultivated.  1/5th of the produce was taken as state’s share.  This was called as land revenue, the most important source of income.  Customs duties, tax on profession and tax on property were the other sources of income Vijayanagar exported spices, cotton textiles, jaggery and coconut.  The products imported were horses, wine and salt petre.  The west and east coasts were humming with trade. Mangalore and Bankapur were the important ports.  Professional guilds existed.  The Vijayanagar kings issued gold, silver and copper coins.

Religion: The royal emblem of Vijayanagar was varaha, hence they were Vaishnavas.  Sangama brothers were shaivas.  The family god of Vijayanagar was Lord Virupaksha.  Thus they patronized both the Hindu sects.  Vira-shaivism witnessed its resurgence.  Jainism was practiced in some regions.  The Vijayanagar kings made generous grants to the Sringeri Mutt.   Islam was also encouraged.  Grants were made for the construction of Mosques, Christianity was preached by the Portuguese missionaries.

Language and Literature:

The Vijayanagar kings patronized several scholars and poets who produced volumes of literary works in Sankrit, Telugu, Kannada and Tamil languages.

Sanskrit Literature: Bukka and Harihara II patronized Sayana and Madhava who wrote commentaries on the Vedas called as Vedantha Prakasha.  Rajanatha Dindima I was the author of Saluva Bhudayam.  Rajanatha Dindima II was the author of Achyuta Bhudayam.  There were Sanskrit poetesses like Tirumalamba and Gangambika who wrote Varadambika Parinayam and Madhuravijayam respectively.  King Krishnadevaraya was the author of Sanskrit drama-Jambavati Kalyana and king Devaraya II was the author of Sanskrit drama Mahanataka Sudhanidhi.

Telugu Literature:  Telugu literature received its literary flavor under king Krishnadevaraya.  Krishnadevaraya wrote the magnum opus Amukta Malayada, a book on polity.  His court was adorned by eight great Telugu poets called as Ashtadiggajas.  Some of these were Nandi Thimanna the author of Manucharitamu and Allasanni Pedanna and author of Parjathapaharanamu.  Allasanni pedanna was the court poet of Krishnadevaraya.  Tanali Ramakrishna was also one of the eight poets.

Kannada Literature:  Vijayanagar witnessed the presence of great Kannada poets- Kumara vyasa the author of Gadugina Bharata, Ratna Karavarni the author of Bharatesha Vaibhava and Chamarasa the author of Prabhulingalele.  Lakshimsha is the author of Jaimini Bharata.  It was during this period that Dasa sahitya was composed by Purandara Dasa and Kanaka Dasa in Kannada language.  Vachanas were also composed.

Tamil poets like Arunagirinatha, Kachiappa Shivacharya and Jnanaprakasar were also patronized by Vijayanagar.

Art and Architecture: Vijayanagar has made memorable contributions to art and architecture.  Under the patronage of Vijayanagar kings Dravidian architecture attained the full stage of development.  Hampi, Belur, Mangalore, Lepakshi, Tirupati, Kanchi and Sri Rangam are the architectural centres of Vijayanagar Empire.

Vijayanagar temples are known to have the following features:

a) All the Vijayanagar temples have a stone enclosure.

b) The temples have high gateways, above which rises a Rayagopuram which resembles a Dravida shikara surmounted by a Shala shikara.

c) The temples have a Sabhamantapa or a Kalyana Mantapa-on open pavilion with a flight of steps on all the four sides.

d) The Kalyana Mantapa is supported by pillars with carvings of Hyppogrip (horses in a jumping position) on one side and on the other side are carvings of divinities.  The roof of Kalyana Mantapa has carvings of Lotus in the centre.

e) The temple has a Garba Griha above which rises a pyramidical shaped shikara.

The most important temples are the Virupaksha temple, the Vittalaswamy temple and the Hazara Rama swamy temple at Hampi.  At Lepakshi is found the Veerabhadra temple and at Kanchi the Kamakshi and Varadaraja temple.

Some of the Vijayanagar monuments are influenced by Islamic architecture, with domes and arch.  For ex: the Kamal Mahal and elephant and horse stables.  The Royal Mint, the Royal balance and the Queen’s bath are the other monuments.

As regards sculpture the most magnificent one is the stone chariot found in the vicinity of Vittala swamy temple.  The colossal statue of Ugra Narasimha is the creation of Krishnadevaraya.  At Karkala is found the statue of Gomata.  Sasavekalu Ganesha and Kadalekalu Ganesha are the other sculptures.

Vijayanagar kings patronized fine arts.  Works on music were composed like Sangeeta Sara and Sangeeta Swaramela.

Paintings of the period are found on the ceiling of the temples.  The ceilings of the Veerabhadra and Varadaraja temple at Lepakshi and Kanchi respectively contain paintings, depicting scenes from the Ramayana and Mahabharata and scenes of Dasavatara and Girijakalyana.
The Bahamani Kingdom
Introduction:

The Bahamani Kingdom was established in 1347 AD to the north of river Krishna by Allaudin Hasan.  The Kingdom ruled over regions of Karnataka, Andhra pradesh, Maharashtra and Madhya pradesh.  The Bahamani’s have played a notable part in the history of Karnataka and their contributions to the field of art and architecture is noteworthy.  The capital of the Bahamanis was Gulbarga, later it was shifted to Bidar.

ORIGIN:
There are different opinions regarding the origin of Bahamani kingdom.  Under Mohammad-bin-Tughlak the Delhi sultanate comprised of the Deccan region.  The Deccan region was ruled by the sultan’s officials called as Sadah-Amirs.  One of the Sadah-Amirs stationed in Daulatabad, Zafar khan by name revolled against Mohammad-bin-Tughlak and declared himself independent, in 1347.  Zafar khan is also known as Allauddin Hasan.

It is said that Allauddin Hasan claimed decent from the legendary hero of Persia called Bahman shah and thus the dynasty he founded came to be called as Bahman Shahis.

According to Ferishta, Alauddin Hasan was originally rendering his services to a Brahmin master by name Gangu.  With the influence of the Brahmin master, Alauddin Hasan entered the services of the Delhi sultanate during the rule of Mohammad-bin-Tughlak and functioned as an official in the Deccan region. Allauddin Hasan exploited the volatile political conditions and founded the Bahmani kingdom in 1347.  As a mark of gratitude to his Brahmin master, he called himself as Alauddin Hasan Gangu Bahman Shah.

Political History:

The Bahamani kingdom was founded in 1347 by Allauddin Hasan Gangu Bahaman Shah.  He ruled from 1347 to 1358. Allauddin Hasan made Gulbarga as the capital.  He divided the kingdom into four provinces Gulbarga, Daulatabad, Bidar and Berar.  He was an efficient administrator. On the death of Hasan Gangu, his son Mohammed Shah became the sultan.  It was during his rule that the conflict against Vijayanagar began for the conquest of Raichur doab.  Mohammed shah constructed the Jami madjid at Gulbarga.

The most well known Bahamani king is Firoz shah (1397-1422).  Firoz shah fought against Vijayanagar 3 times.  In 1398, the conflict was indecisive.  In 1406 Firoz defeated the Vijayanagar king Devaraya I and married his daughter.  In 1417 Firoz suffered a complete rout at the hands of Devaraya I.  However Rajamundry was captured by him.

Firoz shah was a great patron of arts and letters.  He enjoyed the company of saints and scholars.  He patronized Faizullah Anju and Mulla Issac Surhindi.  He was well versed in geometry, astronomy and other sciences.  He was a linguist.  He built an observatory at Daulatabad.  He also constructed a new city called Firozabad on the banks of river Bhima.  He encouraged commercial activities and took personal interest in developing the ports of Chaul and Dabhol, on the west coast.  Under Firoz shah the Bahmani kingdom reached the height of splendour.

Firoz shah was succeeded by Ahmed shah who shifted the Capital to Bidar.  During his rule began the rivalry between two groups of Muslims - the Pardeshis and the Dakhinis (Foreign and Indian muslims respectively).

Mahmud Gawan (1461-1481)

Mahmud Gawan was born in Persia in 1411.  He was well learned.  He became a merchant. During one of his travels he visited the Bahamani court.  Sultan Allauddin was struck by honesty, sincerity and erudition of Mahmud Gawan and immediately offered him a position.  From now on Gawan served the Bahamanis like a true servant.

Under Nizam shah’s rule (1461-63), the Queen mother Makhduma Jehan made Md.Gawan as a Wazir.  Mahmud Gawan repulsed the attacks of Gajapatis and the sultan of Malwa.  On the death of Nizam shah, his brother Mohammed shah III (1463-1482) became the sultan.  As the sultan was young the Queen mother Makhduma Jehan acted as a regent and Mahmud Gawan was appointed as Vakil-Us-Sultanat.

As the Vakil-Us-Sultanat Gawan provided for the education of the young Sultan and trained him in the field of warfare and administration.  Mahmud Gawan expanded the kingdom by conquering Belgaum, Bagalkot, Hubli and the Konkan coast which included Goa.  He attacked the Gajapatis and conquered Kovil Konda and Rajamundry in the east.

Mahmud Gawan brought changes in the administration. He divided the kingdom into eight Tarafs (Provinces).  The Tarafdars who were incharge of the Taraf were paid cash salaries.  Thus he abolished payment by granting of lands called as Jagirs.  Land was surveyed, measured and classified into different categories.  The output was assessed and land revenue collected.

As a patron of architecture, Mahmud Gawan constructed the Madrasa.  It is a magnificent three storied monument found in Bidar.  The monument has a lecture hall, auditorium for students, teachers accommodation, a library and a mosque within.  The library had 3000 manuscripts collected by Gawan himself.

Mahmud Gawan was a scholar.  He was the author of two Persian works Rouzat-Ul-Insha and Manzir-Ul-Insha.  As a result of the services of Mahmud Gawan the Bahamani kingdom attained name and fame and so did Mahmud Gawan.  However this aroused the jealously of the Dakhini Muslims who hatched a conspiracy against Mahmud Gawan by forging a letter in his name, following which the young sultan in a fit of rage executed the loyal servant.  Thus the glorious chapter of Mahmud Gawan came to an unceremonious end in 1481. Very soon the truth was unraveled, the sultan repented and died an aggrieved man, the next year in 1482.

Mohammed Shah III was followed by his son Mohammed who ruled till 1518A.D.  During his rule the Bahamani kingdom split into different branches-The Adil shahis of Bijapur, Nizam shahis of Ahmednagar, Qutub shahis of Golconda and Imad Shahis of Berar.  Amir Ali Barid the Prime minister of Bahamani kingdom imprisoned the last Bahamani sultans like Allauddin III, Valiulla and Kalimulla.  On the flight of Kalimmula to Ahmednagar in 1527A.D, Amir Ali Barid transformed the Bahamani kingdom into the Barid Shahi kingdom of  Bidar.

Administration: The Bahamani kingdom followed the Islamic pattern of government.  The king was called as Sultan.  He was considered as God on earth.  Thus the Bahamanis believed in the Divine origin of Kingship.  Succession to the throne was hereditary.  The sultan sought the advice of his ministers in the task of administration viz., Wakil-Us-Sultanate - the Prime Minister, Amir-I-Jumla - fiancé minister, Wazir-I-Ashraf - foreign minister, Sadr-I-Jahn - chief justice.  In reality the king was the chief of the army and the Chief judge or justice.  There were other officials like the Kotwal - chief of the police department and the Nazir - accountant.  The Bahamani kings maintained a powerful army which consisted of infantry cavalry and archery.  The chief of the army was called as Amir-ul-Umra.

To govern the state efficiently the kingdom was divided into provinces called as Tarafs governed by the Tarafdar a provincial governor.  Provinces were divided into districts called as Sarkars and districts further sub divided into Parganas-taluks, which comprised of a group of villages. Each of these administrative units functioned under its respective officials.

The Bahamani sultans followed the Indian system of collecting land revenue i.e., a part of the produce as states share. The postal system was introduced for correspondence.

Language and Literature:

Several works in the Persian language were written. The important literary works are the Futuh-us-salatin written by Isamy, the Bahaman Nama written by poet Ansari and Mahmud Gawan was the author of Rouzat-Ul-Insha and Manzir-Ul-Insha.

Art and Architecture:

The Bahamani sultans combined Islamic style and the Hindu style which gave rise to Indo-Islamic, style in the Deccan region which is more appropriately called as the Dakini style or Deccani style.  They constructed palaces, mausoleums, mosques and forts.

The earliest mosque of the Bahamani kingdom is the Jami masjid found in Gulbarga constructed by Mohammed Shah.  In Gulbarga is found another mosque namely the Sola Kambha Masjid.

Mausoleums were constructed as monuments for the dead, especially for the sultans and saints.  The most famous mausoleums are that of Khwaja Bande Nawas in Bidar.  At a place Alled Ashtur in Bidar there are nearly 12 mausoleums.  These mausoleums are decorated with geometric and calligraphic designs.

The Bahami sultans constructed palaces. They are mostly found in Bidar.  Mention can be made of some of the palaces like the Rangin Mahal known for its bright decorations, Gangan Mahal and Chinni Mahal.  In the Taqk mahal we find the paintings of a rising sun and a tiger.

The most impressive monument is the Madrasa or school of Gawan in Bidar.  It is a three storied structure with tall minanets at its two corners.  Its interior had many halls, Professors quarters, a library and a mosque.

Adil Shahis of Bijapur (1490-1586 A.D)
Introduction:

The Adil Shahis of Bijapur ruled for nearly 200 years.  The kingdom was founded in 1490 and since then the Adil shahis inherited the conflict of the Bahamins against Vijayanagar for the conquest of Raichur doab.  The capital of the Adil shahis was Bijapur. Like the Bahamins, the Adil shahis contributed for the development of Deccani art and architecture.

Political history: The Adil shahi kingdom was founded in 1490 by a person called yousuf Adil khan who was serving as the governor of Bijapur under the Bahamani kingdom. Yusuf Adil khanrevolted against the Bahamanis and declared himself independent.  He ruled from 1490 to 1510. Yusuf Adil khan lost Goa to the Portuguese and was finally defeated and killed by Krishnadevaraya in 1510.  Yusuf Adil Khan was succeeded by Ismail Adil khan who was followed by Ibrahim Adil Shah I, under whom the Raichur doab changed hands.  Ibrahim Adil shah I made urdu as the official language of the kingdom.  The next sultan Ali Adil shah I participated in the battle of Talikota along with the other Deccan shahi sultans,  in which Ramaraya of Vijayanagar was defeated and killed.

Ibrahim Adil Shah II (1580-1625 A.D)
The greatest sultan of the Adil shahis is Ibrahim Adil shah II.  For some years his aunt Chandbibi acted as his regent.  In 1600 Ibrahim Adil Shah II was defeated by the Mughals and forc ed to pay tributes.  Under him the Adil Shahi kingdom extended upto Kurnool in the east.

The rule of Ibrahim Adil Shah II is marked by cultural development.  The sultan always strove for cultural synthesis between the Hindus and the Muslims.  He patronized Hindu scholars, poets and musicians. He constructed the Dattatreya temple in the capital.  His book on music the Qitab-I-Nauroz written in Urdu language begins with an invocation to goddess Saraswati.  He patronized writers like Ferishta and Shirazi.  As a patron of art and architecture he constructed monuments like the magnificient Ibrahim Rouza, the Sat Manzil and the Mallika Jahan Masjid.  Under him the kingdom also witnessed economic prosperity.  The people began to call him as Jagatguru.

Ibrahim Adil Shah II was succeeded by Mohammed Adil Shah, (1625-1672). He had to pay tributes to the Mughals.  During his rule a person by name Shahji Bhonsle along with commander of Bijapur Ranadullah Khan conducted military campaigns in places like Bankapur, Basavapattana, Keladi etc., and collected tributes.  Recognizing the services of Shahji Bhonsle, Mohammed Adil Shah rewarded Shahji Bhonsle by giving him Bangalore as a Jagir.  Shahji Bhonse and Rannadullah khan captured Vellore (last capital of Vijaynagar Empire) Pondicherry and Kurnool. Mohammed Adil Shah was a patron of architecture.  It was he who constructed the world famous monument Gol Gumbaz.  He also constructed a palace called Asar Mahal.  These monuments are found in Bijapur.

Mohammed Adil Shah was followed by Ali Adil Shah II and by Sikander Adil Shah.  In 1686 Aurangazeb the Mughal emperor captured Bijapur and took Sikander Adil Shah as a prisoner.  With this event the history of the Adil Shahis came to an end.

Cultural contributions:

Art and Architecture:
Like the Bahamanis the Adil Shahis followed the Indo-Islamic architecture which is more appropriately called as Deccani architecture.  The Adil Shahis constructed palaces, mosques mausoleums and forts.  The capital city Bijapur itself was surrounded by a large fort which had 6 principle gates.

Among the mosques mentioned can be made of the Jami Masjid and the Mallika Jahan Masjid found in Bijapur. Mosques were constructed in other places like Bankapur, Belgaum, Ranebennur, Raibag etc.,

The Adil Shahis constructed beautiful palaces like Sathmanzil, Sangeet Mahal, Anand Mahal, Asar Mahal and the Mehtar Mahal.  Some of these palaces are heavily ornamented and are also painted beautifully.

The most magnificent monument is the Ibrahim Rouza and Gol Gumbaz.  The Ibrahim Rouza is a twin monument, a mosque and a mausoleum.  Both the buildings have bulbuos domes emerging from lotus petals.  There are 4 minars in the 4 corners of each monument.  The buildings are known for beautiful geometric and calligraphic designs.  The Ibrahim Rouza was built by Ibrahim Adil Shah II.

The most magnificent monument is the Gol Gumbaz.  The Gol Gumbaz occupies a large area of 18000 feet.  The dome has a depth of 90feet.  The diameter of the dome is 124feet.  It is the largest dome in India.  The striking feature of the Gol Gumbaz is its whispering galley and this is considered as one of the wonders of the world.  The Gol Gumbaz was constructed by Mohammed Adil Shah in Bijapur.

Early Wodeyars (1399-1704)
Introduction:

The Wodeyars of Mysore ruled for nearly 600 years.  Initially they ruled in and around Mysore, but later ruled large parts of Karnataka, Tamil nadu and some parts of Andhra pradesh and Kerala.  They inheriated the customs and traditions of VIjayanagar empire.  The capital of the WOdeyars was Srirangapatna.  The wodeyars are the last kings of Karnataka.  The wodeyarshailed from Dwaraka in Gujarat.

Political History: The kingdom was established by two brothers Yaduraya and Krishnaraya in 1399 in the Mysore region.  The wodeyars began ruling as the sub-ordinates of Vijayanagar Empire.  The first king of the dynasty is Yaduraya.  He was succeeded by Bettada chamaraja, Timmaraja, Chamaraja wodeyar II and Chamaraja wodeyar III. 

The first well known king of the wodeyar kingdom is Raja Wodeyar (1578-1614).  Raja wodeyar overpowered the Vijayanagar governor of Srirangapatna, Sri Rangaraya and annexed Sri rangapatna.  Hence forth Srirangapatna became the capital of the wodeyars.  The wodeyars thus became sovereign and Raja wodeyar, the first sovereign king.  He conquered regions like Rama samudra, Sora guru, Kikkeri etc.,

The next important king is Kanteerava Narasaraja wodeyar (1638-1657).  Following the disappearance of VIjayanagar empire kanteerawa Narasaraja wodeyar became free from nominal allegiance to VIjaynagar and thus issued the first gold coins of the kingdom called as Kantirayi Panas.  He extended the kingdom by conquering regions like Rudrapatna, Basavapatna and Yelahanka and so on.  He patronized Govinda Vaidya, the author of Kanteerava Narasa Raja Vijayam.

Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar (1672-1704)

Chikkadevaraja wodeyar is the greatest king among the early wodeyars.  He was a warrior, a good administrator, a patron of literature and a religious minded monarch. He conquered Hoskote, Tumkur and regions upto Salem.  From the Nayakas of Keladi, he took regions like Hassan, Banavar and Chikamagalur.  Shivaji who invaded Mysore was made to retreat and Chikkadevaraja wodeyar took the title of Apritamauira.  In 1682 took place the battle of Banavara in which Chikkadevaraja wodeyar defeated the combined armies of the Marathas, Keladi and Gol conda.  Chikkadevaraja wodeyar encroached upon the Bangalore Jagir of the Marathas and finally purchased Bangalore from the Mughal general Qasim Khan for a sum of 3 lakhs of Pagodas. He defeated the Marathas on several occasions and took the title of Maharashtrabhupala Jalaripu.  The wodeyar was friendly with the Mughals and even permitted the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb to station his army in Mysore, for which Aurangzeb conferred upon him the title of Raj jagdev. 

Chikkadevaraja wodeyar who extended the kingdom organized a sound administration.  He established the Athara Katcheri i.e., the secretariat which consisted of 18 departments.  Land revenue was efficiently and regularly collected.  He curbed wasteful expenditure.  Hence he was able to accumulate a vast amount of 9 crores of Pagodas and was given the title of Navakoti Narayana.  He worked for agricultural development by constructing a dam across river kaveri and a tank in Shravana belagola.

Chikkadevaraja wodeyar was a religious minded monarch.  As a devotee of lord Vishnu he constructed the Venkataramana temple in Bangalore. He also constructed the Paravasudeva temple at Gundlupet and the Swetavaraha temple at Srirangapatna. He composed a song in honour of Cheluvanarayana swami of Melkote called as Chikkadevaraja Binnapam.

His rule witnessed an unprecedented literary development in Kannada language.  His minister Tirumalaraya was the author of Chikkadevaraja Vamshavali and Chikkadevaraja Vijayam.  Singararaya wrote the first drama in Kannada called as Mitravinda Govinda.  Poetess Sanchi Honnama was the author of Hadibadeya Dharma and Srirangamma was the author of Padmini Kalyana.  Chikka upadhyaya wrote the famous work, Chikkadevaraja sriranrarapadagalu.  Lakshmisha wrote Jaimini Charata.  Chikkadevaraja wodeyar himself was a great scholar, proficient in Sanskrit and Kannada.  He is the author of Chikkadevaraja Binnapam, GIta gopala and Bharata.

Acknowledged as a talented king, under Chikkadevaraja wodeyar, the history of Early wodeyars, reached the height of glory.

Kalachuris of Kalyan (1157-1183 cent A.D)
Introduction:

The kingdom of Kalachuris of Kalyana is one of the minor dynasties that ruled Karnataka.  The Kalachuris ruled for a short period of 26 years from 1157-1183A.D.  Though they ruled for a very short period, they have left a very important mark in the history of Karnataka especially in the field of religion as a new religion gained prominence i.e., veerashaivism. Under the Kalachuris, veerashaivism became well established and popular.  The person who made veerashaivism well established and popular was a minister by name Basavanna also called as Basaveshwara.

Origin:

There were several branches of Kalachuris.  The main branch was at Tripuri (todays Jabalpur district of Mandhya pradesh).  The other branches were at palces like – Gorakhpur (today’s U.P), Ratnapur (todays Maharashtra), Mangalavada (today’s solapur district of Maharashtra).  The kalachuris of Mangalavada had become the sub-ordinates of Chalukyas of Kalyana.  The Kalachuris are also called as chedis.

Kalachuris under Bijjala II (1157-1176)
Bijjala II was a sub-ordinate of chalukyas of Kalyana.  He belonged to the Mangalavada branch.

The kingdom of chalukyas of kalyana declined under Taila III.  Hence subordinates encroached upon the chalukyan kingdom.  Bijjala II one of the subordinates defeated Taila III and captured kalyan. This event resulted in the establishment of Kalachuris of Kalyan, by Bijjala II, in 1157 A.D.

He was a powerful warrior.  He fought against Hoysala king Narasimha, Pandyas of Uchchangi, the Cholas, Cheras and Kalinga.  Bijjala II even led military expedition to Malwa and Laata.  He assumed titles like Maharajadhiraja Tribhuvanamalla, Kalachuri chakravartin, etc.,

The rule of Bijjala II was also marked by administrative efficiency. The administration was efficient mainly because of the services of his minister Basavanna.  Bijjala II patronized Basavanna.  Basavanna encouraged a new religion Veerashaivism.  Kalyan became the centre of veerashaivism.  It spread to Karnataka, Maharashtra, Madhya pradesh, Andhra pradesh.

Bijjala II was followed by rulers like Govinda, Mallikarjuna and then by rulers like Sankama, Ahavamalla and finally by SInghana.  During the rule of Singhana in 1183A.D, the son of Taila III, Someshwara IV recaptured kalyan.  This period from 1157-1183 is called as Kalachuri interregnum in the History of Karnataka. 

The Nayakas of Keladi (1499-1763)
Introduction:

The Nayakas of Keladi ruled for a perod of 250years.  The Kingdom comprised of the districts of Shimoga, Uttara Kannada, Dakshina Kannada, Hassan, Chikmagalur, Udupi, Kasargod and a part of Tumkur.  Initially the Nayakas were the sub-ordinates of Vijayanagar.  The kingdom became independent following the decline and disintegration of Vijayanagar Empire after the battle of Talikota of 1565.  The capital of the Nayakas was Keladi which was later shifted to Bidanur.  The Keladi Nayakas were the followers of Vira-Saivism.  To study about the Nayakas we have different literary sources.  Viz., Keladinripa Vijayam has written by poet Linganna and Shivattatva Ratnakara written by poet Basavaraja.  We also have accounts of foreign travellers who visisted the kingdom of Nayakas of Keladi. Some of these are: Pietro Della Valle an Italian traveller and Peter Mundy, Alexander Hamilton and John Fryer, English travellers.

Political History:

The kingdom was founded in 1499 by Chowdappa Nayaka a lingayat chieftain.  He ruled from Keladi.  He ruled from 1530-1566. He was succeeded by his son Sadashiva Nayaka who shifted the capital to Ikkeri.  As sub-ordinate, Sadashiva Nayaka rendered military services to Vijayanagar Empire.  In recognition of his military services Sadashiva Nayaka was bestowed with the provinces of Chandragutti, Mangalore and Barakuru by the VIjayanagar Empire.

The first well known king of the kingdom is Venkatappa Nayaka, who ruled from 1586-1629. The court of Venkatappa Nayaka was visited by an Italian traveler Pietro-Della-Valle who calls the king as a good solider.  Venkatappa Nayaka defeated the Adil Shahis of Bijapur.  He conquered Gerasoppa and Haduvalli by defeating its ruler Channa Byra Devi who is called as the Queen of pepper.  With the help of Queen Abbakka of Mangalore he defeated the Portuguese.  He defated the Jain chieftains in south canara.  The ruler of Beluru and Basavapattana was also defeated.  He defeated the Adil shahis and installed a pillar of victory in Hanagal. As a result of these conquests the keladi kingdom extended upto Arabian Sea in the west and Mangalore in the south.


Venkatappa Nayaka was a religious minided monarch.  He was a follower of VIra-Sailvism.  He built a temple and a mosque at Bhuvanagiri.  He renovated the famous Mookambika temple at Kollur and the Chandranatha Basadi at Mudibidere. He built the temples of Laxmi-narayana, Ranganatha and vishveswra.  He patronized Tirumala Bhatta the author of Shivagita and Ashvapandita the author of Manapriya.

Venkatappa Nayaka was succeeded by Virabhadra Nayaka in 1629 who shifted the capital to Bidanur.  He gave permission to an Englishman Peter Mundy to establish a factory at Bhatkal.

Shivappa Nayaka (1645-1660)

The most distinguished king of the Nayakas of Keladi is Shivappa Nayaka.  Shivappa Nayaka is acknowledged as a conqueror and as an efficient administrator.

When Vellore the last capital of Vijayanagar Empire was captured by the Adil shahis and the Qutb Shahis it was Shivappa Nayaka who provided shelter to the last   Vijayanagar Emperor Sri Rangaraya III.  Shivappa Nayaka extended the Keladi kingdom by conquering places like Turuvekere, Hassan, Channapatna and Banavasi. From the Adil Shahis the forts of Ikkeri, Soraba and Udayagiri were captured.  The palegars (Chiefs) of Swadi, Bilji and Belagutti were subdued. Even a part of Kodagu was captured.  Shivappa nayaka continued the traditional rivalry against the Wodeyars of Mysore.  He laid siege to Sri Rangapatna, but retreated.  The Portuguese who had settled on the west coast of Karnataka were a menace to the Keladis as they frequently interfered in their internal administration.  Shivappa Nayaka ousted the Portuguese and captured the ports of Mangalore, Kundapur and Honnavar. The victory against the Portuguese gave a fillip to trade and commerce of the Keladis as they gained control over rice and pepper trade.

Shivappa Nayakas land revenue reforms:

The rule of shivappa Nayaka is more known for his land revenue reforms.  These reforms are known as Shivappa Nayaka’s Sistu.  This land revenue settlement is comparted to Akbar’s revenue settlement. Accordingly Shivappa Nayaka divided all the land in his Kingdom into five categories based upon the feritility of the soil and availability of irrigational facility.  Each category of land was further divided into different units.  Revenue was fixed on the basis of maximum and minimum yield.  Sowing capacity of land was considered as a measuring unit.  In the case of Areca plantations revenue was fixed on the basis of yield in his own plantation.  His land revenue settlement was even appreciated by British officials like Lewis Rice and Francis Buchannan.  It is said that Shivappa Nayaka got every inch of land in his kingdom cultivated.  He collected land revenue at the rate of 1/3 of the gross produce.

Shivappa Nayaka was a veera-saiva.  He made grants to the Sringeri mutt.  He also granted agrahara villages.  He encouraged Christianity.  Some 6000 Goan Christians migrated to his kingdom. He encouraged mercantile communities like the konkanis and komatis to settle down in his kingdom.  A religious-minded king he performed the Vajpeya sacrifice.

One of the well known queens of the Keladi kingdom is Chennammaji (1671-1697).  Chennammaji allied with Shambaji of the Marathas and the Qutb shahis of Golconda and fought against Chikkadevaraja wodeyar in the battle of Banavar in 1682 in which the combined armies faced defeat.  She even invited the hostility of Auranazeb by giving shelter to Rajaram, while on his flight.

Among the last rulers mention can be made of Somashekara Nayaka II, who defeated the Nayakas of Chitradurga in the battle of Mayakonda (1748).  Another well-known queen of the Keladi kingdom is VIrammaji.

In 1763 Hyder Ali captured the Keladi kingdom and merged it with the Kingdom of Mysore after defeating and taking as captive king Someshekar Nayaka III and Virammaji.  With this event the history of Nayakas of keladi came to an end.

The Nayakas of Chitradurga (16 to 18th Cent A.D)
Introduction:

The Nayakas of Chitradurga is one of the several small principalities of Karnataka. They are also called as Nayakas of Madakari.  They mostly ruled Hiriyur, Holalkere and Chitradurga.  They were the sub-ordinates of the Vijayanagar kingdom. The Nayakas of Chitradurga hailed from a place called Madakari in Tirupati region of Andhra pradesh.

Political History:

The Kingdom was founded by Thimanna Nayaka.  Thimanna Nayaka ruled in the beginning of 16th century A.D as the sub-ordinate of Vijayanagar.  He was succeeded by kings like Obavva Nayaka, Rangappa Nayaka, Madakari Nayaka II, Madakari Nayaka III and so on.

Madakari Nayaka V (1755-1779):

Madakari Nayaka V is the greatest ruler of the kingdom of Chitradurga. When he ascended the throne he was surrounded by enemy prinicipalities like that of Rayadurga, Harpanahalli, the Marathas and Savanur Mysore under Hyder Ali also cast his eyes upon Chitradurga.  In the midst of these enemies Madakari Nayaka V protected his kingdom and his subjects.  As soon as he became the king, he gave a crushing blow to the combined armies of Krishnappa Nayaka of Rayadurga, Nayaka of Harpanahalli and Nawab of Savanur. After this victory he strengthened the fort of Chitradurga with seven inner walls and an ammunition dump.

Madakari Nayaka V became an ally of Hyder and helped Hyder in his conquest of Bidanur in 1763. When Marathas attacked Hyder, Madakari Nayaka V took the guerilla tactics and protected Hyder.  He even stormed the fort of Gutti and surrendered it to Hyder.  Hyder on his part rewarded the Nayaka with land, gold and horses.

Hyder who wanted to extend his kingdom upto river Krishna now cast his eyes upon Chitradurga.  The Nayaka of chitradurga immediately joined hands with the Marathas and played an important role in defeating Hyder in the battle of Anevatti in 1774.  Infuriated Hyder declared war against Chitradurga and adopted treacherous designs to defeat the Nayaka. Hyder bribed and sent back the Maratha soliders who were on their way to help the Nayaka.  He even bribed the Muslim soliders of Chitradurga and thus rendered the War machinery of the Nayaka ineffective.  Hyder’s soliders even entered the fort of Chitradurga through a secret passage.  It is here we come across the story of a heroic lady Obavva who killed several of Hyder’s soliders.  Hyder finally stormed the fort of Chitrdurga.  The Nayaka put up a last brave fight but was defeated and taken as a prisoner to Srirangapatna in 1779.  The kingdom of Chitradurga was thus annexed to the State of Mysore by Hyder. 

The Chalukyas of Badami (Early Chalukyas) 6-8th  century A.D
Introduction:

On the ruins of the kingdom of Kadambas of Banavasi, the Chalukyas of Badami rose to power. Also called as Early Chalukyas, the dynasty ruled for more than two hundred years.  The Early Chalukyas produced several great kings like Pulikeshi I, Pulikeshi II and vikramaditya.  At the height of its power the Chalukyan Empire extended from river Naramada in north to Kaveri in the south and from Konkan in the west to Kalinga in the east, comprising of the districts of Karnataka, Maharashtra, Gujrat, Madhya pradesh, Orissa, Andhra pradesh and some parts of Tamil Nadu.  The capital of Early chalukyas was Badami (ancient Vatapi).

The chalukyas of Badami were the first to establish an empire in Karnataka.  This empire covered South India and the Deccan region.  Under the Early Chalukyas art and architecture received royal patronage.  It was under them that temple architecture in Karnataka reached the flowering stage.

It is generally believed that the name Chalukya is derived from the Kannada word Salika which is an agricultural implement.  Thus, the chalukyas are of indigeneous origin.

Political History:

The first rulers of the Chalukyan dynasty are Jayasimha and Ranaraga who ruled between 500 and 540A.D.  Around 540A.D Pulikeshi I ascended the throne. Taking advantage of the weakness of the Kadamba kingdom Pulikeshi I defeated the last Kadamba king Krishnavarma II and declared the Chalukyas as independent.  Thus initially the Chalukyas were the sub-ordinates of the Kadambas of Banavasi.  Pulikeshi I made Badami as the Capital and constructed a fort and even built a temple in Badami.  All these facts are substantiated by the Badami cliff record issued by Pulikeshi I in 543A.D.  Thus Pulikeshi I is considered as the real founder of the early Chalukyas.

Pulikeshi I was succeeded by his son Kirtivarma.  Kirtivarma ruled from 566 to 596A.D.  According to the Mahakuta inscription Kirtivarma extended and consolidated the Chalukyan kingdom by overpowering the Kadambas, the Mauryas of Konkan, the Alupas of South Canara, the Nalas of Nalavadi, the Gangas of Talakad and the Sendrika kingdom.  Kirtivarman before his death nominated as his successor Pulikeshi II.  Since Pulikeshi II was a young child Kirtivarman appointed his brother Mangalesha as a regent i.e., Mangalesha had to rule the Chalukyan kingdom until Pulikeshi II reached the age of majority.  Mangalesha ruled as a regent from 596-610 A.D.  Though a regent Mangalesha expanded the chalukyan kingdom.  The Kalachuris who ruled the Gujrat and Madhya pradesh region were defeated and Goa was occupied.  Mangalesha was a devotee of Lord Vishnu and thus constructed a Vaishnava cave temple in Badami.  As a devotee of Lord Vishnu he was called as Parama Bhagavata.  When Pulikeshi II reached the age of majority Mangalesha refused to step down from the throne and this resulted in a civil war between the uncle and the nephew in which Pulikeshi II killed his uncle Mangalesha in the battle of Ellapattu around 610 A.D and ascended the throne.

Pulikeshi II (610- 642 A.D)

According to the Aihole pillar inscription written by Ravikirti the court poet of Pulikeshi II, Pulikeshi II ascended the throne of Badami in 610 A.D after defeating and killing his uncle in a civil war.  On ascending the throne Pulikeshi II embarked upon a grandiose scheme of conquests as his ambition was to establish a Chalukyan empire.  The Aihole pillar inscription written by Ravikirti the court poet of Pulikesi II throws light on the military conquests of Pulikeshi II.  After ascending the throne pulikeshi II overpowered the rebellious chiefs Govinda and Appayika who had asserted their authority during the civil war.  Next the kingdoms of Gangas, the Alupas of South canara and the rulers of Konkan on the west coast were subjugated.  Proceeding further the Latas, the Gurjaras and the Malavas were made to capitulate (surrender).  The aspirations of Pulikeshi II to expand towards the North and that of Harshavardhana, the emperor of North India to expand towards the south led to a titanic clash on the banks of river Narmada around 630A.D.  According to Ravikirti who gives a panegyric account of Pulikeshi II in the AIhole pillar inscription and the Si-Yu-Ki written by the celebrated Chinese traveler Hiuen-Tsang, Pulikeshi II comprehensivey routed Harshavardhana and assumed the title of Parameshwara.  Henceforth river Narmada formed the boundary between Pulikeshi II and Harshavardhana.  Prodceeding east pulikeshi II over-ran southern Kosala and Kalinga and captured Pishtapura, the capital of Kalinga.  Undeterred by the alliance of the kings of Andhra pradesh the Chalukyan forces led by Pulikeshi II subdued the coalition forces and began to knock at the doors of the Pallavan kingdom. Emboldened by successes pulikeshi II declared war against the Pallavas and inflicted a crushing defeat against Mahendravarman I and even killed him in the battle of Pullalur.  The triumphant chalukyan forces led by Pulikeshi II returned to the capital Badami and Pulikeshi II crowned his successes by performing the Ashwamedhayaga.  He assumed a series of titles namely Ranavikrama, Prithvivallabha and Satya shraya.

After returning to Badami Pulikeshi II organized the administration of the far- flung territories of his empire.  He divided his empire into three great provinces called as Maharashtrakas.  In foreign relations he was friendly with Persia.  Tabari an Arab historian refers to Pulikeshi II and the Persian emperor Khusru exchanging ambassadors.  Thus the Chalukyan Empire reached the Pinnacle of glory under Pulikeshi II.  It extended from river Naramada in the North to beyond Kaveri in South and Konkan in the West to Kalinga in the East.  This is the first Empire in Karnataka which included the whole of South India and Deccan region.

But the euphoria of Pulikeshi II was short-lived because the Pallavas under their king Narashimhavarman I vowed to avenge the defeat and death of Mahendravarman at the hands of Pulikeshi II.  In 642A.D the chalukyan monarch Pulikeshi II who was known for his indefatigable energy declared war against the pallavas.  The rejuvenated Pallavan forces inflicted a series of crushing defeats against the Chalukyas in the battles of Pariyala, Manimangala and Suramara.  Pulikeshi II put up a last brave front and defended the capital city Badami, but to no avail as he died fighting, this event brought to an abrupt end the rule of mighty Pulikeshi II in 642A.D.

The victorious pallavan forces entered Badami and Narasimhavarman I captured Badami and assumed the title of Vatapi konda such was the magnanimity of the defeat that Badami remained in the Pallavan hands for the next 13 years.  As a result the Chalukyas of Badami suffered a temporary eclipse from the political history of South India.

It was ony after 13 years tha the Chalukyas of Badami rose to power.  In 655A.D Vikramaditya I, the son of Pulikeshi II ascended the throne.  Vikramaditya I vowed to avenge the death of his father Pulikeshi II at the hands of Narasimhavarman I.  VIkramadtiya I is believed to have defeated Narasimhavarman I, Mahendravarman II and Parameshwaravarman I.  The victories resulted in Badami being retrieved from the Pallavas.  Thus the Chalukyas again rose to power and prestige under Vikramaditya I.

The conflict began by Pulikeshi II againt the pallavas assumed hereditary Character till the last days.  Vikramaditya I was succeeded by Vinayaditya and then by Vijayaditya.  The last great king of the Chalukyas was Vikramaditya II (733-745A.D).  Vikramaditya II defeated Parameshwara Varman II and Nandivarman II of the pallavas.  The last king of Chalukyas was Kirtivarman II during whose rule one of their sub-ordinates namely the Rashtrakutas became powerful.  The Rashtrakuta king Dantidurga defeated Kirtivarman II and declared the Rashtrakutas independent around 757A.D.  This event brought to an end the history of Early Chalukyas.

Contribution to culture:

Administration: 

As the Early Chalukyas were the sub-ordinates of the Kadambas and the contemporaries of the Guptas they imbibed the administrative aspects of both the kingdoms.  Hereditary monarchy was the pattern of government.  The King was assisted by the crown prince in the task of administration.  There was a council of ministers called as the Mantri Shakti which advised the king in the task of administration viz., the Pradhan -the Chief Minister, the Sandhivigrahika-the foreign minister, the Senapati-chief of the army and the Purohit-the royal priest.

The vast Chalukyan Empire was divided into 3 great provinces called as Maharashtrakas.  Below them were provinces called as Rashtrakas.  They were administrered by governors, who belonged to the royal family.  The provinces were sub-divided into districts called Vishyas administered by a dist official called Vishyapati.  Below the districts were groups of villages and a village.  The village was under the authority of a village head man called Gowda or patel.  Village assembles like the Mahajana and the Gramakuta looked after the affairs of the village.  The sub-ordinates of the Chalukyas also rendered administrative service.  Queens functioned as administators for eg: Queen Lokamahadevi and princess Vijayanka functioned as provincial governors. Judicial cases were finally decided by the king.  According to Hiuen-Tsang the Chalukyas maintained a powerful army which consisted of infantry, cavalry, elephantry and chariotry.   They also had a navy.

Social life:

Society was based upon the four-fold division of Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, Vyshyas and Shudras.  There were professional castes like blacksmiths, weavers, potters and cobblers.  Joint family system was the order of the day.  The eldest male was the head of the family.  Women occupied a high position.  Women of the royal family were educated.  For eg: Princess Vijayanka was the author of Kaumudi Mahotsava.  They were well-versed in fine arts like dance, drama and music.  They even lent administrative service and made religious grants.  For instance queen lokamahadevi was a provincial governor and constructed a temple at Pattadakal.  Courtesans were respected.

Economic life:

The most important occupation was Agriculture.  Lands were surveyed and measured.  The most important source of income was land revenue collected at the rate of 1/6th of the produce.  Trade and commerce flourished under the Chalukyas.  The Chalukyas established commercial contacts with the countries of West Asia, Greece, Rome, China and Malaya.  The chief ports were Kalyan, Sopara, Thane and Mangalore. All the professions including Trade and Commerce were organized into a corporation called as guild.  There were guilds of potters, flower sellers, silk weavers and merchants.  The most famous merchant guild which carried on trade and commerce was Ayya vole Ainuruvar (Aihole 500).  The chalukyas issued Gold coins called as Varaha.

Religious life: 

The Chalukyas were the followers of Hinduism.  The royal emblem of the Chalukyas was Varaha (wild pig).  Hence they were the followers of Vaishnavism.  Shaivism was also followed.  Gods like Vishnu, Shiva, Shakti, Ganesha were worshipped. The chalukyas patronized Jainsim. It was under them that Puligere developed into a Jain centre.  Ravikirti the commander and court poet of Pulikeshi II was a Jain and constructed the Jinendra temple at Aihole.  Queens and princess made religious grants.  Queen Lokamahadevi constructed a temple at Pattadakal and Princess Kum Kuma Mahadevi constructed a Jain temple at Aihole.  Hiuen-Tsang testifies to the existence of Buddhism.  Thus the Chalukyas of Badami treated all the religions on an equal-footing.

Language and literature:

Agraharas, Ghatikas, Brahmapuris and temples acted as educational centres.  The subjects taught were Vedas, Brahmanas, Upanishads, Vedic maths logic etc., The medium of instruction was Sanskrit.   Kannada was the spoken language.  The Chalukyas have not left behind much literary works.  The most well known literary work is the Sanskrit drama called as Kaumudi Mahotsava written by princess Vijayanka.  The other literary work is the Karnateshakatha which revolves a round the personality of Pulikeshi II written by Jayakeerthi.  The chalukyas issued several inscriptions –the Badami cliff record of Pulikeshi I, the Mahakuta inscription of Kirtivarman I and the Aihole inscription of Pulikeshi II. The first evidence of Kannada poetry in Tripadi form is found in the Kappe Arabhattashasana (inscription) of Badami.

Art and Architecture:

The legacy of the Chalukyas of Badami can be seen in their contributions to art and architecture.  The chalukyas constructed rock cut and structured temples.  Aihole, Badami, Pattadakal and Mahakuta are the architectural centres of the Early Chalukyas.  Speaking about the Chalukyan art K.V.Soundara Rajan says. “The Badami chalukyas had introduced a glorious chaper, alike in heriosim in battle and cultural magnificience in peace, in western Deccan”.

The rock cut temples of the Early Chalukyas can be seen at Aihole and Badami.  At Aihole there are three temples-a Hindu, a Jain and a Buddhist temple.  These temples are in the elementary stage of architecture.  At Badami there are four rock cut temples-three Hindu temples, and one Jaintemple.  The temples at Badami have a Garba-griha, a mantapa and verandah with columns.  We find beautiful sculptures of gods like Trivikrama, Nataraja, Harihara, Ardhanareshwara and Vishnu sitting on a Serpent, on the inner-walls Dr.M.Seshadri says that “The Chalukyas of Badami cut rocks like Titans and finished like jewelers”.

The structured temples of the Early chalukyas are found at Aihole, Pattadakal Mahakuta and at Badami.  At Aihole we find the earliest temples of the Chalukyas.  They are the Lad khan temple and the Gaudara Gudi.  The Durga temple at Aihole resembles a chaitya.  Another important temple at Aihole is the Huchchimalli Gudi.  At Aihole there are nearly 70 temples.  Percy browns calls Aihole as “One of the cradles of Indian temple Architecture”.

It is at pattadakal we see the flowering of Chalukyan architecture.  Both Nagara style and Dravidian style temples were constructed.  The Papanatha temple, the Galaga Natha temple and the Jambulinga temple belong to the Nagara style as they have a curvilinear Shikara.  The flowering of Dravidian architecture can be seen in the Virupaksha temple constructed by Queen Lokamahadevi of Vikramaditya I. The Mallikarjuna temple and the Sangameshwara temple are the other Dravidian style temples at Pattadakal.

Jain Basadis were constructed at Aihole, Lakki gundi and at Itagi.  Mention can be made of the Jinendra temple constructed by Ravikirti and a Basadi constructed by Princess Kum Kuma Mahadevi in Aihole. 

The Bhakti Movement (14 to 16th Century A.D)
Introduction:

The Origin of Bhakti cult can be traced to Vedic literature.  It is recognized in the Mahabharata, in the GIta and also in the Vishnu purana.  It is fully developed in the Bhagavata purana.  It is recommended by Ramanuja charya of 11th century A.D.  The Bhakti cult received a fillip with the advent of Islam, as it threatened Hindu society with the establishment of Delhi Sultanate, there was communal dis-harmony and the Bhakti saints like kabir and Guru Nanak thus always preached communal
harmony. The first Bhakti saint is Ramanada.  One of the disciples of Ramananda is Kabir.

Kabir (15th Century A.D)

Kabir was a disciple of Ramananda, but it is believed that Kabir lived during the reign of Sikandar Lodi (1489-1517), a Delhi Sultan.  He speaks of himself as a Sudra, but he was brought up by the family of a Muslim weaver at Banaras and he took up the profession of weaving. He associated himself with saints of different religions at Kashi.  He was a great follower of Bhakti cult.

Teachings:

1) He had no faith in external rituals, like offering prayers, displaying religious symbols, going on pilgrimages etc.,

2) He condemned caste system, especially the practice of untouchability.  He said all men are equal and identified himself with the poor.

3) He did not favour asceticism, but did not ban it.  His followers called as Kabirpanthis were permitted to live either as householders or as monks attached to a monastery of the order.

4) He believed in the unity of Godhead.  He calls himself the child of Allah and Ram.  There is ony one God and all men are his Children, Hindus call God as Ram and Musalmans as Rahiman, he says.

5) He believed in the Omnipresence of God.  He says, whithersover I look there is He contained.  By repeating Gods name man could ‘become as He’, but not complete merger of the human soul with God, he says.

6) He thus stressed upon Hindu-Muslim unity.  Kabir’s teachings are found in his Dohas or Verses, in Hindi.  Some of his compositions are found in Adigranath.  His followers called Kabirpanthis are today found at Banaras and Chattisgarh.


Guru Nanak (1469-1538)

The emergence of Sikh religion is one of the significant resultsof Bhakti movement.  Its founder is Nanak, who was born in 1469 at Talwandi in the city of Lahore.  He was married and had two children.  He secured employment as a store-keeper in the government granary.  It is believed that Nanak had a mystic experience which marked his ascent to the spiritual world.  He traveled across India to spread his teachings.  Nanak settled at a small village called kartarpur where he imparted his teachings through discourses and conversation.

Teachings:

The teachings of Nanak are found in the hymns composed by him and incorporated in the Adigranth by Guru Arjan in 1604.

1) He says there is one God, the maker of all things.

2) He rejects the Hindu doctrine of incarnation i.e., avatar.  Accordingly there is one indivisible Supreme Being.

3) He criticises external rituals-like fasting, praying, pilgrimages, giving feasts, displaying religious symbols etc.,

4) He was against polytheism andidolatry of Hinduism.

5) He says salvation can be attained by hearing the Nam, the word which is the total expression of God.

6) He believed in the doctrine of transmigration of the soul.  As a man soweth so shall he reap, he says.

7) He believed in Bhakti to attain salvation.  However it is god’s grace which ultimately results insalvation, he says.

The teachings of Nayak led to the creation of a new religion called Sikhism.  In the teachings of Nanak one can see that he was trying to blend the best of Hinduism and Islam.  Nanak laid great emphasis on the need of a Guru for the realization of God.  He nominated Guru Angad as his successor.  Starting with Guru Angad
there are ten gurus.  After the death of last guru, Gobind singh, the holy book called Guru Granth Sahib itself was recognized as Guru and worshipped at the Sikh place of worship called Gurudwara.  Today Sikhism is followed in the states of Haryana Punjab and Parts of Jammu.  It is a religion of the majority of people in Punjab.

Chaitanaya (1486-1533A.D)

Chaitanya was a Bhakti saint who belonged to Bengal.  He was born at Nawadwip in West Bengal, in 1486.  The Chaitanya Charitramitra written by Krishnadas kaviraj gives a full account of the history of Chaitanya.  People began to consider him as god Krishna himself and some said that he was a combination of the divine forms of Krishna and Radha.

Chaitanaya was well learned and proficient in Sanskrit.  It is believed that he had a vision of Krishna and as a result became completely absorbed in Krishna.  He became a sanyasin and traveled across different parts of India propagating his teachings. His teachings resulted in the foundation of a new set of Vaisnavism called as Bengal Vaisnavism.  Chaitanya spent much of his days at Puri, in monastic seclusion.  He died in 1533.

Teachings:

1) Chaitanya believed in idol worship.  He advocated the worship of the image of Krishna, but he was against the practice of rituals.

2) He was against caste system.  Low castes and even muslims were welcomed into Bengal vaisnavism.

3) He believed in Bhakti as the only way to attain salvation.  He believed in emotional approach to god as a lover to his beloved.

4) He encouraged Musical gathering of people where the name of Krishna was to be constantly recited.  He believed that god could be reaised when one became ecstatic,singing, dancing and playing music in honour of God.

Mira Bai (1498-1546 A.D)

Mira Bai is one of the ardent devotees of Lord Krishna and a well known Bhakti saint of the 16th Century A.D.  She was the daughter of Ratan Singh Rathore of the kingdom of Jodhpur.

Her spiritual guru was Raidas the disciple of Ramananda.  The teachings of Tulsidas also influenced her.  She revered Lord Krishna and even considered the Lord as her husband.  At the age of 18, she was married to Bhoj Raj the prince of Mewar.  Having lost her husband she proceeded to Brindavan, where she spent much of her life dancing and singing in praise of Krishna.  She breathed her lost in Dwaraka.

She wrote Bhajans i.e., songs full of devotion and love in Brajbhasa.  She wrote some 400 songs which end with the expression, ‘Giridhar gopal.  The songs contain tunes set by her.

She followed an emotional approach in realizing god, which could be followed by one and all.  She gave the message of confidience and hope.

The Marathas of Shivaji 1627-1680 A.D

Introduction:

The name of Shivaji is synonymons with the Marathas.  Shivaji blended the Maratha people i.e., the people of Maharashtra into a single unit and established the Maratha kingdom.  This Maratha kingdom stood as a bulwark against the mighty Mughal Empire.  The Marathas were so strongly united that, even after the death of Shivaji the Maratha country remained un-conquered by Aurangzeb.

There were several causes that facilitated the rise of Marathas:

1) Geography of the Maratha country itself helped the rise of Marathas.  The Hilly Maratha country acted as a natural barrier against the enemies.  Some of the Hills were converted into defensible forts.

2) As the Maratha country was mountainous, agriculture on a large scale was not possible.  The rugged terrain made the people self-reliant, courageous and physically and mentally hard to eke out a living.

3) The Maratha country produced great socio-religious reformers like Ramdas, Eknath and Tukaram.  The preachings of these men created a bond of unity, equality and awakening among the Marathas.

4) The Marathas spoke the Maratha language, and thereby identified themselves with the Maratha country i.e., Maharashtra.

5) The Marathas had acquired administrative experience, even before the Martha kingdom was established, as they had rendered services in the kingdoms of Bijapur and Ahmednagar.

6) The Marathas needed a leader, who came in the person of Shivaji, exploiting the above causes and founding the Maratha kingdom.  

Shivaji (1627-1680)

Shivaji was born in the fort of Shivaner in 1627.  His father was Shaji Bhonsle a great military commander and his mother Jijabai.  His mother and his teacher Dadaji Kondadev made a profound impact upon his personality.  Shivaji was also influenced by the teachings of Guru Ramdas and Tukaram.  He was well-trained in the art of warfare, horse-riding and sword fighting.  Shivaji also learnt the art of guerilla warfare.  Shivaji looked after the Poona Jagir of his Father and later inherited it.  His ambition was to establish a Maratha empire.

Shivaji and the Adil Shahis:

When Shivaji was just 20 years old, he captured the fort of Torna from Bijapur.  Later he captured Raigarh, Baramati, Purandar and thus encroached upon the territories of Adil Shahis of Bijapur.  As a result the sultan of Bijapur imprisoned Shaji Bhonsle, who was in his service and did not release him, until shivaji, surrendered the conquered regions.  The Sultan of Bijapur wanted to put an end to the activities of Shivaji and thereby deputed his general Afzal khan to deal with Shivaji.  Afzal khan however met his end at the hands of Shivaji and Shivaji’s encroachments upon the kingdom of Bijapur continued.

Shivaji and the Mughals:

When Shivaji encroached upon the Mughal territories, the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb deputed Shaista khan to suppress Shivaji.  Shaista khan defeated the Marathas and even captured a few forts.  However he was attacked by Shivaji and thus was recalled by Aurangzeb.  Now Aurangzeb deputed Raja Jai Singh against Shivaji and he surrendered in pursuing the Maratha to sign the treaty of Purandar in 1665.  According Shivaji had to surrender 23 forts to the Mughals and retained 12 forts.  Secondly, his son Sambaji had to serve the Mughal government as a Mansabadar.  Thirdly Shivaji agreed to render military help to the Mughals in times of war.  Fourthly Shivaji agreed to visit Agra.

When Shivaji and his son Sambaj visited Agra, they were held captive by the Mughals.  Shivaji however managed to escape and returned to Maharashtra.

Shivaji’s conquests:

Shivaji began to carve out a Maratha principality.  He attacked Surat and plundered its wealth.  He also attacked and plundered Khandesh, Berar, Hubli, Karwar and Ankola.  In 1674 Shivaji coronated himself as Chatrapati at Raigarh i.e. king of Maharashtra or Sardeshmukh of Marathas.  After his coronation he captured Vellore and Jingi.  On his return he captured Bangalore.  By 1678 the whole tract of land between the Tungabhandra and Krishna came under his control.  Before his death in 1680, Shivaji had established a Maratha kingdom which comprised of territories in Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tamilnadu.

Maratha administration under Shivaji:

Ashtapradhan:

Shivaji established a sound administration, where there was a direct contact between the State and the subjects.  He abolished the hereditary character and the practice of assigning Jagirs to civil and military officers.  Shivaji introduced the Ashtaprashan or the council of eight ministers who advised him on all matters.  They are:

a) The Mukhya, Pradhan or Peshwa-called as the Chief Minister.

b) The Amatya-called as the Finance Minister

c) Samant or Dabir-called as the Foreign Minister

d) Senapathi or Sari Nawbat-called as the commander-in-chief of the army.      

e) Mantri-called as the Chronilier

f) Sachiv-called as the Home Minister

g) Pandit Rao-called as the Chief priest, or head of religion.

h) Nyayadhish-called as the Chief Justice.

For the purpose of administrative convience the kingdom was divided into Prants called provinces, Tarafs called districts and Mauzas called taluqs.  The lowest unit was the village, headed by Patel.  The land revenue system was based on the principles laid down by Raja Todar Mal and Malik Ambar.  1/3 to ¼ was states share of the revenue.  Shivaji collected two other taxes viz., Chauth and Sardeshmukhi.

Shivaji maintained a large standing army.  The army consisted of 40,000 cavalry and one lakh infantry.   He also had a navy.  Colaba was the naval headquarters.  The Sar-i-naubat was the commander-in-chief of the army.

Aryabhatta (476 AD – 550AD)

Aryabhatta is one of the early pioneers in astronomy & mathematics. He is considered as an all-time great Indian mathematician. He was born in 476AD in Pataliputra in Bihar. He was patronized by king Chnadra Gupta II Vikramaditya of the Gupta Dynasty.

Contributions:

Aryabhatta is a kind of revolution in the field of Mathematics. Many of his concepts form the basis of modern Mathematics. He invented the concept of Zero, upon which today’s number system stands. The calculation of the value of “PI” was his other invention. He made considerable research on celestial sphere, shape & motion of the earth. Cause of day & night, etc, He also provided a heliocentric model of the universe much more advanced than the geocentric model of Ptolemy that had taken hold in Europe.

Works:

Aryabhatta is the author of several works on Mathematics & Astronomy. His major work Aryabhatiya a book of Mathematics & Astronomy, referred to in Indian Mathematical literature has survived to modern times. The Mathematical part of Aryabhatiya covers Arithmetic, Algebra, Trignometry, Spherical Trignometry & Fractions. The Arya-Siddhanta is a work on Astronomy. It mentions Astronomical instruments like the Gnomon, a shadow instrument, angle-measuring devices, a cylindrical stick, water clocks, etc. He also wrote Surya Siddhanta & Dasagitika.

Accounts of Foreign Travelers who visited Vijayanagar

Through out the rule of Vijayanagar, there were a host of foreign travelers who visited Vijayanagar, like Necolo Conti, Abdur Razaak, Domingo Paes, Edvardo Barbara, Fernando Nuriz, etc. These travelers give a glorius account of the socio-economic & cultural life of Vijayanagar.

Nicolo Conti an Italian traveler visited Vijayanagar during the rule of Devaraya I. He speaks of the city of Vijayanagar with palaces, water channels, gateways & irrifated lands. He speaks of Polygamy & Sati practiced. He says that Ugadi, Deepavali & Mahanavami were celebarated with po,p & splendour.

Abdur Razak was a Persian ambassador who visited the court of Devaraya II. His book ‘The History of Persia’, throws light on Vijayanagar Abdur Razaak says that ‘the pupil of the eye has never seen a place like it & the ear of intelligence has never been informed that there existed anything to equal”, this city in the world. He says that the king’s throne was made of Gold & precious stones. He also speaks of the Celebration of Mahanavami festival. He mentions about the functioning of Diwan Khana i.e, the Secretariat of Vijayanagar.

Athansivs Niketin was a Russian traveler. He visited Vijayanagar during the rule of Sangama king. He gives an account of Vijayanagar military, which had one lakh foot soliders & 50000 horses. He also speaks of wars between Vijayanagar & Bahamani Sultans.

Edwardo Barbara, a Portuguese traveler visited Vijayanagar during the rule of krishnadevaraya. He says that the city of Vijayanagar was large & rich. According to him iron, spices & drugs; were the main exports & horses & pearls the main imports. He says the capital was a centre of world trade & men from every continent were found.

Domingo paes a Portuguese traveler visited Vijayanagar during the rule of Emperor Krishnadevaraya. He calls Krishnadevaraya a great king & a man of much justice. He claims Vijayanagar to be as large as Rome. He says the city was overflowing with rubies, diamonds, emeralds & pearls. He also gives a description of feasts, rituals & ceremonies.

Kalidasa:

Kalidasa is one of the greatest Sanskrit poets India ever produced. He was one of the nine gems who graced the court of Chandragupta II Vikramaditya of the Gupta empire in the 4th Cent. AD. He is called as the Father of Sanskrit drama.

The poems of Kalidasa were of epic proportions, written in classical Sanskrit. He wrote his magnum opus, the Meghaduttam, one of the finest works in world literature. Its flowless Sanskrit is unmatched till date. Abhijnana Shakantalam is also a famous work, which is the story of king Dushyant falling in love with a beautiful girl Shakantala. He wrote two epic poems called Kumara Sambhava & Raghuvamsha. He wrote lyric poems like Ritusamhara. Malavi Kagnimitra & Vikramoravashiya are his other literary works.

The name of kalidasa was early & widely known among the Western Nation. He was the contemporary of Virgil & Horace. The Shakuntalam translated into English & German has won his universal accolades. He is even called as the Shakesphere of India.

Pampa: 

Pampa is called as the greatest Kannada poet of all time & hence called as Adikavi. It is believed that he was born in Banavasi in Karnataka or in Vemulavada in Andhra Pradesh. He was the court-poem of Arikesari, the chalukyan king of Vemulawada Dynasty, a feudatory of Rashtrakutas. He belonged to a family of Jains. As a student he mastered Sanskrit, Prakrit, Kannada, Vedic Literature & Jain philosophy.

Pampa produced his first master-piece Adipurana. It is written in Champu style in Kannada. It deals with the life of Adinatha (Rishaba), i.e., the first Jain Tirthankara. His author work is Vikramarjuna Vijaya, also known as Pampa Bharata is a known version of Mahabharata. The Pampa Bharata is written in praise of his patron king Arikesari. He compares the king with Arjuna’s Character.

Pampa created a style that served as the model for all future works in the Kannada language. Being a true Jain Pampa cared little for material possessions & gave freely of what he had. He highly esteemed his guru Devendramuni & his royal patron, Arikesari & lauded both in his writings.

Places of Historical Importance

1. Harappa: It is one of the important places of Indus Valley Civilization. It is located on the banks of river Ravi in Pakistan. It was discovered in 1921, by Dayaram Sahyani. Here we find the Great Granary.

2. Mohenjodaro: It is one of the important sites of Indus Valley Civilization, located in Pakistan. It was discovered in 1992 by R.D. Banerjee. We find the Great Bath here.

3. Lothal: It is located in Gujarat. It was a part of Indus Valley Civilization. The Dockyard & seal with the figure of a ship of Indus period is found here.

4. Delhi: It was called as Indraprastha in ancient times. It was the capital of the Sultane & the Mughals. Humayun’s tomb, Jama Masjid, Red Fort & the Lodi garderns are found here.

5. Fatehpur sikri: Located near Agra, Fatehpur Sikri was the capital of Mughal Emperor Akbar. Monuments like Buland Darwaza, Jama Masjid, Birbal House, Panch Mahal, built by Akbar are found here.

6. Pataliputra: Modern patna, is the capital of Bihar. In ancient times it was the capital of the Mauryas & Guptas Emperor Ashoka convened the third Buddhist council here. The Mauryan Palace was located.

7. Panipat: Located in Haryana. It was the scene of three battles- the first battle of panipat in 1526, in which Babur defeated Ibrahim Lodi, the second battle in 1556 in which Akbar defeated Hemu & the third battle in 1761, Ahmad Shah Abdali defeated Balaji Baji Rao.

8. Agra: Located in Uttar Pradesh. It was the capital of Sikaudar Lodi. It is known for Mughal monuments like, Diwan-i-am & Diwan-i-khas. The Taj Mahal built by Shahjahan is also found here.

9. Nalanda: Located in Bihar. The famous Nalanda university of ancient times was located here. Hiuen-Tsang the Chinese pilgrim spent two years here.

10. Taxila: It is also called as Takshasila, is situated in Pakistan. It was famous for the university of Takshasila. Taxila was one of the centres of Gandhara Art.

11. Malkhed: It is located in the Gulbarga district of Karnataka. It was the capital of Rashtrakutas. It was visited by Suleiman an Arab traveler.

12. Devagiri: Located in Maharashtra Mohannad-bin-Tughluq shifted his capital to Devagiri & renamed it as Daulatabad. The Chaud minor built by Bahamani kingdom is found here.

13. Badami: Located in the Bagalkot district of Karnataka. In ancient times it was called as Vatapi. It was the capital of Early Chalukyas. Rock-cut temples of the early Chalukyas are found here.

14. Hampi: It was called as Vijayanagar . It was the capital of Vijayanagar Empire. It was visited by foreign travelers like Abdur Razaak, Nicolo Conti, Domingo Paes, etc. Monuments like Viupaksha temple, Vittla swamy temple, Kamal Mahal, etc are found here.

15. Halebid: Located in the Hassan district of Karnataka, called as Dwarasamudra in ancient times, it was the capital of Hoysalas. Here we find the Hoysaleshwara temple.

16. Belur: It is located in the Hassan district of Karnataka. The famous Chennakesava temple of the Hoysalas is found here. The Kappechennigaraya temple is also found here.

17. Bidar: It is a district in the state of Karnataka. It was the capital of Bahamani kingdom. The Madrasa, the Sola Kamba mosque & Rangina Mahal are found here.

18. Bijapur: It is a district in the state of Karnataka. It was the capital of Adhil Shahis. The Gol Gumbaz & Ibrahim Rouza are found here.

19. Banavasi: In ancient times called as Vyjayanti, it was the capital of the Kadambas. The Madukeswara temple of the Kadambas is found here. It was also a commercial centre.

20. Talakad: Located on the banks of river Kaveri, in Mysore. It was the capital of Gangas. It is a architectural centre. The Maruleshwara & Pathaleshwara temples of Gangas are found here.

Solved Question Papers

I PU ANNUAL EXAMINATION

Feb.-March – 2008

PART – A

I Answer the following questions in one sentence each:

1. Name the work written by Valmiki.

A: Ramayana

2. Which religion did Chandragupta Maurya follow?

A: Jainism

3. Who was the lost ruler of the Delhi Sultanate?

A: Ibrahim Lodi

4. What was the original name of Chaitanya?

A: Nimai

5. Who introduced Mansabdari system?

A: Akbar

6. Name the work of Amoghavarsha Nrapatunga.

A: Kavirajamarga

7. Which was the Capital of Satavahanas?

A: Paithon

8. Name the Chinese traveler who visited the court of Pulikeshi II

A: Hiuen-Tsang

9. Who started the Navarathi festival?

A: Raja Wodeyar

10. Name the place which is called as the ‘Cradle of Indian Temple Architecture’

A: Aihole

PART – B

II Answer any ten of the following questions in 2 or 3 sentences each:

11. Name any four places where Harappa culture flourished.

A: Harappa, Mohenjodaro, Lothal & Kalibangan

12. Mention the Tripitakas

A: Vinaya Pitaka, Sutta Pitaka & Abidhamma Pitaka.

13. Who was the greatest ruler of the Mauryas?

A: Ashoka

14. Who composed Allahabad Pillar inscription? What is its importance?

A: Harisena. It described the military achievements of emperor Samudra Gupta.

15. Name the South Indian rulers defeated by Mallikafur 

A: Ramachandradeva of Devagiri.

     Prataparudra of Warangal

     Ballala III of Dwarasamudra 

16. What were the two taxes collected by Shivaji?

A: Chauth & Sardeshmukhi

17. Which is the first Kannada Inscription? During whose period was it issued?

A: Halmidi, kadamba period.

18. Who was Someshwara III? Name his work.

A: King of Chalukya of Kalyana. He is the author of Manasollasa or Abilashathritha Chintamani   

19. Where was Shankaracharya born & who are his parents?

A: Shankaracharya was born at Kaladi and his parents are father Shivaguru & Mother Aryamba

20. Name the four dynasties that ruled over Vijayanagar?

A: Sanagama, Saluva, Tuluva & Aravidu.

21. Where is Golgumbaz? Who built it.

A: In Bijapur. It was built by Mohammed Adil Shah

22. What were the titles of Chikadevaraya Wodeyar?

A: Navakoti Narayan, Raj Jagdev & Apratimavira

Part-c-I
III. Answer following the question in 15-20 lines each (Any 5)


6x5=30
23. State the definition of History.

Refer definition of History

24. Describe town planning of Harappan Culture.

Refer town planning under Indus civilization.

25. Write about the literary contributions of the Guptas.

Refer literature of the Guptas

26. How did Mayura Sharma become Mayura Varma?

Refer Mayura Sharma under Kadambas of Banavasi

27. Describe architectural contributions of the Gangas.

Refer art & architecture under the Gangas of Talakad

28. Explain the achievements of Amoghavarsha.

Refer Amoghavarsha under Rashtrakutas of Malkhed.

29. Describe the Philosophy of Madhwa Charya.

Refer Madhwa Charya under Socio-Religious Reform movements

30. Give on account of the administration during the Vijayanagar period.

Refer administration under Vijayanagar Empire.

PART – C – 2
IV. 31. Mark the following places on the outline map of India & explain their historical importance.








5+5=10

1. Mohenjodaro 
2. Pataliputra 
3. Agra

4. Hampi & 
5. Banavasi

V. Answer any two of the following in 30-40 lines each



2x10=20

32. Analyse the greatness of Ashoka

Refer Ashoka under the Mauryas




OR


What are the contribution of Badami Chalukyas to art & architecture?


Refer art & architecture under Chalukyas of Badami

33. Give an account of the military campaigns of Allauddin Khilji.

Refer Allauddin Khilji under Delhi Sultanate



OR

Describe the life & teachings of Basaveshwara.

Refer Basaveshwara under Socio-Religious Reform Movements

PART – E

34. Arrange the following in Chronological order:

1. Battle of Talikota

2. Nasik Inscription

3. Mahadeva Temple

4. Battle of Narmada

5. Sulaiman’s Visit

Ans: 2, 4, 5, 3 & 1

35. Answer any one of the following in 15-20 lines each.


1x5=5

Describe the Achivements of Aryabhatta

Refer Aryabhatta under The Guptas




OR


Sketch the personality of Mohammad-bin-Tughluq.


Refer Mohammad-bin-Tughluq under Delhi Sultane

Feb – March – 2009

PART – 1

I Answer the following questions in one word or one sentence each:

1. To which country did Herodotus belong?

A: Greece

2. Write the name of 24th Tirthankara

A: Vardhamana Mahaveera

3. Which is the most ancient Veda?

A: Rig Veda

4. Who is called the Prince of Moneyars?

A: Mohammad-bin-Tughluq

5. Who is the author of Arthashastra?

A: Kautilya

6. Name the original name of Banavasi

A: Vyjayanthi or Vanavasi

7. When was Vijayanagar Empire established?

A: In 1336

8. Who is the founder of Chitradurga Nayaka Dynasty?

A: Thimanna Nayaka

9. What is the Royal Emblem of Gangas?

A: Elephant

10. Who is the author of India Ihole inscription?

A: Ravikeerti

PART – B
II. Answer any ten of the following questions in 2 words or 2 sentence each:

11. Name some of the cities of Indus Valley Civilization.

A: Harappa, Mohenjodaro, Lothal & Kalibangan.

12. Name the four Noble truths of Buddhism

A: 1. Suffering, 2. Cause of Suffering, 3. Destruction of Suffering, 4. Path leading to destruction of suffering.

13. How many Vedas are there? Name them.

A: Four Vedas. They are Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur Veda & Atharva Veda.

14. Write the name of any two plays written by Kalidasa.

A: 1. Meghadootam, 2. Abhijnana Shakuntalam

15. Name the holy book of Sikhs & its author.

A: Adigranth or Guru Granth. It is written by Guru Arjun.

16. Name the importance of two inscriptions of Kadambas.

A: a. Halmidi – First inscription in kannada, issued in 450 A.D

     b. Talagunda – This inscription describes the origin of Kadambas.

17. Name the founder of Rashtrakuta Empire & the capital of the Empire.

A: Dantidurga is the founder. Capital was Malkhed.

18. Write the names of any two persons who influenced Shivaji.

A: Mother Jija Bai & Teacher Dadaji Kondadev.

19. Who was Bilhana? Mention his famous book.

A: Bilhana was the court poet of king Vikramaditya VI of Chalukyas of Kalyana. He is the author of Vikramankadev Charita

20. Where is Golgumbaz situated?

A: In Bijapur

21. Name any two temples built during Hoysala period?

A: Hoysaleshwara temple & Kesva temple

22. Write any two titles of Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar?

A: Apratimavira & Navakoti Narayana

PART – C

III. Answer any six of the following questions in 15-20 lines each.


6x5=30

23. Describe the town planning of Indus Civilization?

 Refer Town Planning of Indus Civilization

24. What are the achievements of Gautamiputra Satakarni?

Refer Gautamiputra Satakarni under Satavahanas

25. What are the achievements of Immadi Pulikeshi

Refer Pulikeshi II under Chalukyas of Badami

26. What are the contributions of Vishnuvardhana to art & architecture.

Refer Vishnuvardhana under Hoysalas of Dwarasamudra

27. Explain the achievements of Durvinita

Refer Durvinita under Gangas of Talakad.

28. Write about art & architecture of the Bahamanis

Refer art & architecture of Bahamanis

29. What are the achievements of Chavundaraya

Refer Chavundaraya under Gangas of Talakad.

30. Write about Shivappa Nayaka’s “Sistu”

Refer Shivappa Nayaka under Nayakas of Keladi

IV.

31. Mark the following places in the outline map & write about their historical importance.

a. Harappa
 b. Delhi
c. Devagiri
d. Hampi
e. Banavasi

Refer Map work

PART – E

V. Answer any two of the following questions in 30-40 lines each.


2x10=20

32. Explain the importance of the study of History

Refer importance of the study of History

33. Explain the conquests of Krishnadevaraya

Refer Krishnadevaraya under Vijayanagar Empire

34. Describe the Goldern Age of Guptas.

A: Refer Golden Age under The Guptas.

35. Estimate the conquests of Ala-ud-din-Khilji

Refer Ala-ud-din-Khilji under Delhi Sultanate

PART – F

  VI.

36. Arrange the following in Chronological order.



5x1=5

a. Ramanuja charya

b. Gautama Buddha

c. Gautami putra Satakarmi

d. Mohenjodaro

e. Vikramaditya VI

Ans: B, C, A, E, D.

37. Answer the following question in 15 – 20 lines:



1x5=5

1. Explain the Social Reforms of Basaveshwara.

Refer Basaveshwara under Socio-religious reform movements





or

2. Explain the conquests of Mohammad-bin-Tughluq.

Refer Mohammad-bin-Tughluq under Delhi Sultanate

Feb – March – 2010

PART – A

I. Answer the following questions in a word or a sentence each. 


10x1=10

1. Who is regarded as the Father of History?

A: Herodotus

2. Where was Buddha born?

A: At Lumbini gardens in Kapilavastu.

3. Who is the author of Arthashastra?

A: Kautilya

4. Who is the founder of Tughluq dynasty?

A: Mohammad-bin-Tughluq

5. Name the holy book of Sikhs.

A: Adigranth or Granth Saheb.

6. What was the Emblem of the Kadambas?

A: Lion

7. Who was Suleiman?

A: An Arab traveler

8. Who was the court-poet of Vikramaditya VI?

A: Bilhana

9. Where is Ibrahim Rouza?

A: In Bijapur

10. Who had the title of ‘Navakotinarayana’

A: Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar

II. Answer any ten of the following questions in 2-3 sentences each:

11. How many Vedas are there? Name them.

A: There are four Vedas. They are –Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur Veda & Atharva Veda

12. Mention two sets of Jainism.

A: Swetambaras & Digambaras

13. Name any two Ashokan inscriptions in Karnataka.

A: Maski, Gavimath, Nittur, Siddapur, etc.

14. Name the important monuments built by Shah Jahan.

A: Taj Mahal, Red Fort, Jami Masjid, etc.

15. Who were the parents of Shivaji

A: Father Shahji Bhonsle & Mother Jija Bai.

16. Name the important trading centres of Satavahanas.

A: Paithon, Broach, Sopara & Nasik.

17. Mention two capitals of Gangas

A: Kolar & Talakad

18. Who built Kailasanatha temple? Where?

A: Krishna I. At Ellora

19. Mention the first drama in Kannada? Name the author.

A: Mitra Vrinda Govinda. Singararaya.

20. Who were famous Sculptors of Hoysala period

A: Dasoja & Jakkanacharya

21. Name the dynasties of Vijayanagar.

A: Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva & Aravidu.

22. Who was Queen Chennammaji? Whom did she give shelter?

A: Chennammaji was the Queen of Keladi kingdom. She gave shelter to Rajaram.

PART – C – I

III Answer any six of the following questions in 15 – 20 sentences each:

6x5=30

23. Explain the importance of the study of Histroy.

Refer importance of the study of History

24. Describe the Town Planning of Harappan cities.

Refer Town Planning of Indus Valley Civilization.

25. Write a note on development of Science under the Guptas.

Refer Science, under Golden Age of Guptas.

26. Write a note on Meera Bai.

Refer Meera Bai, under Bhakti Movement

27. Explain the early career of Mayura Varma.

Refer Mayura Varma under Kadambas of Banavasi

28. Write a note on Art & Architecture of the Gangas.

Refer Art & Architecture under Gangas of Talakad.

29. Write the literary contributes of Amoghavarsha.

Refer Amoghavarsha under Rashtrakutas of Malthed.

30. Sketch the achievements of Mohammad Gawan.

Refer Mohammad Gawan under the Bahamani kingdom

PART – C – II

IV. 

31. Mark on the outline map of India, the following places and explain their historical importance in 2 or 3 sentences each:

a. Mohenjodaro 
b. Takshashila
c. Agra

d. Hampi
e. Banavasi

Refer map work

V. Answer any two of the following in 30-40 sentences each:

32. Write in brief the life & teachings of Buddha.

Refer life & teachings of Gauthama Buddha




or

Explain the conquests of Krishnadevarya

Refer Krishnadevarya under Vijayanagar

33. Explain the contribution of Hoysalas to culture.

Refer cultural contributions of Hoysalas, i.e. Social, Economic & Religious life & Language & Literature & Art & Architecture.





OR

Explain the social reforms of Basaveshwara.

Refer Basaveshwara & his teachings.

VI

34. Arrange the following in Chronological order:



5x1=5

1. Shifting the capital from Delhi to Devagiri

2. Treaty of Purandhar

3. Battle of Panipat II

4. Discovery of Harappan Civilization

5. Kalinga War

Ans: 5, 1, 3, 2 & 4

35. Analyse the personality of Mohammad-bin-Tughluq.


1x5=5

Refer Mohammad-bin-Tughluq under Delhi Sultane




OR

Write a note on Shivappa Nayaka’s Shistu.

Refer Shivappa Nayaka under Nayakas of Keladi
